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US medicine

bassador to con-
ﬁrmec_lmmhe promote
American business mterests

vealed be will sponsor a del-
egation of American. phar-
maceutical companies next |
et e
ent
right laws bgfmo:e the seven-
year graoe penod allowed
by GATT.

“pirate and
parish™ if it dfid not immedi-
ately apply patent laws, The
Egyptian pharmaceatical in-
duwymsmsonusngmm
a trzmsition in order
lobeablelowmpetemﬂle
international market.

beingappﬁedww.ﬂxcysny.
tie prices of medicines will
rise beyond the’ means of
(full text of interview, p.9)
Massacre day
ISRAELT troops condncted
widespread  searches of
West Bank refogee camps |
overmght arresting six Pal-

and Israel negodators seid
progress had been made on
opening a Palestinian air-
port in Geza though differ-
ences on five points remain |.
o besolved. -

Mossad vacuum
THE LEADING candidates

Tsrael"s secret service are all [
former leaders of the organ- | -
isatdon, becanse ne one cur-

isex maadumghtsre-'
hahﬂ:Pt:‘m ir, Israeli Tadic
seid yesterday.

Mmd{: fwm::r “head,
Danny atom,. stepped
down m Toesday, a cas-|
ualty of the botched attempt
roassmnaleal—lmnulud—
er in Jordan. The new in-

sen in a few days, the sraeli
daily Ha'arerz said. )

Candidites mclude- Shab~
tai Shavit, EplnannHalew

the former Mossad

Distant sites
AN AMERICAN team, ex-
cavating the scattered re-

may be the distant dncestors
of the pharaohs, has dis-
covered what is believed 10
be one of the earliest human
settlements in the world. .
Seventy-five large oval
houses, 2 well, and an astro-

of Rexnses II's famous tem-

ple at Abu Simbel. .
Fred Windortf, head of the

excavation team, said “it

pre-historic sites have been
found in Egypt.”

Dr Action dies

A LEADING advocate for
US-Arab and Islamic com-[*
munities for the past-40}.
years, Dr Mohamed Mehdi,
70, suffered a heart attack

Committee.
Bom m- Bug,hchd. Mehdi
'mtbeUSmISHBsa

““The UN Security Council hailed 927
'mtmmmznatﬂomgﬂnmdﬂ:m EE#

.hemswelcomcfo]lowmgb.lsmﬁ!l

__havemannnonsoomcil

. be added. before flying to Washingion to

:smdthuewm“tpesuonsandamblgumes

to fill the post of head of the |-

rently ‘working-for- Mossad |- -

telligence chief will be cho-1 -

mains of people who just] -

eason’s shaky triumph

The Umted States is seeking clarification of what it considers -ambiguities in the agreement brokered by Kofi Annan with Baghdad

accessformmspm very satisfactory
: beganhymgrhegmnndwm'kfor- :
forcing the accond. The United States, mean--

while, asked for clarifications and insisted

ﬂmkaqspledgpmopmaﬂsmsuspmd
of harbopring weapons of mass destroction
for jon must be put {o the test.

Anpan, who retumed o New York o a

Imission to Baghdad, expressed confidence
that * mtheexp!amnonmgwm.wevnn

"Webehevethatmsagmemcnnsastqs
in the right direction,” said US Ambassador
Bill Richardson. “But we need some clar-
ifications in the language of the agreement,”

mcetwnhPremlen:BﬂlClmmsadwm

in the deal “with respect to some of the pro- %%
wdmes mvolwnglheso—ca]ledpres:dmal -

IssuesfottheUSmclndepromnnsthat

'enllforﬁplomﬂshammpanyﬂ?fweap—

experts . doring

identis] sitesand a reference to the Efting of sanctions

' zmposedmkaqfollowmgusdefmtmthe 1991 Gulf
Rrhmbm sdid he was tenssuredby Amnan that -

will not -be bamstrung in their

‘Weapons inspectors
" ‘work by the diplomatic escorts and that the accord

mﬂnots:d:lmek:r_hmdBmlu chief of the UN Spe-
cial Commisgion on Fraqi di {UNSCOM).

tbatAnnan.acﬂngtowcommodakBagbdad,agreed
to let-zome diplomats- accompany UN inspectors as
theytryuomcuverhuqssuspemdnndwchennml

PIOZFAIIES. -
“'Ih:smaybeaccepnblelfthemspectorsareﬁeew
conduct “rigorons she said, but UN-
SCOM must keep “ control”. _
- Following - the - Arnman - bneﬁng. Gabonese' Am-
bassador Denis Dangpe Rewakm, the Corncil’s acting
mmmmmmmwﬂ

- “The Secunity Cmﬁlm}smd“sgmulndetuh:m"
) fo:ﬂ:cacumhelmdﬂwokmBagbdadwhmh]edto-
- -of agreemient,” he gaid- o

-According 1o the ‘agreement, fraq accepts all rel-
evant Secunity Conocil resolutions, which reguire fufl
and unimpeded acceis to all
UNSCOM and.the jonal

Ageacy. -
ThepactnfﬁlmedﬂmﬁeUNhasammmmw
respect the sovereigpty and terdiorial integrity of Irag
and that UNSCOM undertakes 0 respect Iraq's le-
-concerns relatirig o national Secudty, sov-
and dignity.
Dlplomaxsbeganwmkonadmﬂmoluuonthu

Backln

the Ilmellght

would“codify“d:eag;eeméntandwarnedlraqthat
any breach wonld lead to “serions consequences,” of-
ficials said. .

British Ambassador John Weston said he expected
the resolution to be presented “in the next few days”
while Annan said consultations were underway to put
the agreement 10 the test as soon, as postible. For that
purpose, Bur.lerwasexpectedmu-aveltonaghdadm
early March, Annan confirmed.

While Security Council approval of the accord was
not ﬂfm:auy refzrm:;‘;n:. Annan sought 1o enlist its
members support new inspection arrangements
to give the accord added clou. But at the morming
session, Annan received varying degrees of

support,
-with China calling for rapid implementation of the ac-

cord.

“This memorandum of wderstanding is hard-won
and should be implemented as soon as possible,” Chi-
neseAmbassadoerHuasunsmd.

* In. Washimgton. Président Bili’ Clifiia vowed 10

kaepadosewamhonlraqmensmlhatnmphs
with the “We have to be watching very
closely zow, to see ot just what Iraq says, but what it
does, not just the stated conmitments but the acrual
" Clinton said. “Let thers be no doubt that
we must remain committed to see that Saddam Huss-
ein does not menace the world with weapons of mass
destroction.”
In London, British Prime Minister Tony Blair said

- Britain would immediately press for a Security Coun-
. cil resolution spelling ocut the retaliation that any

breach would trigger. “While the agreement sigoed in

- Baghdad is welcome, it is not in fiself enongh,” Blair
told Parliament.

“We need to embody the in a new Secor-
ity Council resolution. This must make clear tha: any

With the threat of a Gulf war averted, Arab-lsraeli
peace-making has returned fo centre-stage

said. “At this stage, I tiink that the ideas

Slowu'dn!h Wom-andtbﬂdunpmtstrmdandmdmshomgsbd‘oumrhmdqnmmmgﬂad Tusday fpholo.APJ

farther prevarication or obstruction by Saddam Huss-
ein...will inescapably be followed | by the most severe
consequences for the Iraqi regime.” Blafr said.

France also wanted a resolution that would wam
Iraq it faced “serious consequences™ if it failed to hon-
our the accord,

In Moscow, Russion President Boris Yelsin urged
the Security Council 10 stand united behind the ac-

Arab diplomats in Washingion said Irag emerged
from the crigis with greater international syropathy for
its people and a stronger realisation thar the sanctidns
canpoot be open-ended. There must be light at the end
of the mpel, an Arab diplomat said.

In Baghdad, deputy Prime Minister Tarek Aziz said
the deal be si with Aanan was a gain for Iraq that
coald lead to the lifiing of sanctions.

1 believe that we have achieved excellent political
gains for the present and the future and practical gains
related to the hfung of sanctions,” Aziz ssid oa fraqi
television.

He said Ireq trusted Annan as a man of good in-
tentions and the with him was of “great
practical value because after this operation we can say
that sanctions must be lifted.”™

Aziz also urged the US and Britain to wilbdraw their
forces from the Galf.

Iragi citizens rejoiced. not because the agreement re-
duced the chances of a2 US military strike, but becanse
it gave them hope that the sanctions might be Jifted
so0n_

“American bombs do not scare vs,” said Saqr Abu-
Mazen, an iragi employee. “Nothing could be worse
than 1991. What we really need is 1o lifi the sanctions.
That is what is slowly killing us,” he added.

A taxi driver said he was pot disappointed by the

povernment’s acceptance te open the siles
for inspection. “There is nothing there,” he
said. “The Americans were only using this
tssue 1o suck more money out of the rich
Gulf countries. So, let them 20 10 the palaces
or anywhere, But in the end. they will have
to Jift the sanctions.™

But not everybody was happy. On Tues-
day, hundreds of poor Iragi women dem-
onstrated outside the UN office in downtown
Baghdad 1 protest their deterjorating living
conditions and the iack of food and med-
fcine.
| The women., dressed in traditional long

black gowns, carried children in need of im-
mediate medical care.

“My first son died, my mother died, and
pow my second son is dying because we
have po medicine. The pharmacies are emp-
ty. We need help,” said Soheila Ammar, one
of the demonstraiors.

Another woman, who carried a nine-month
old baby suffering from severe burns,
blamed the US for her plight. “Why do they
want to kill us? What have we done o
them?" she asked.

*[ want the whole world io0 hear me. The
lmql people are hungry.” said Manar Wajed,

er demonstrator.

“The extinction of the Iragi people is an
American-Zionist plot.” said one of the ban-
ners carried by the demonstrators. “Stop the
genocide, lift the embargo,” said another
banner.

In Cairo, diplomats said tha: althongh an American
air strike has beep averied, the situation remains
fragile and unstable. “One can safely say that the
problem has ended in one way but bas not ended in
many others,” a diplomat said. “We know that an air
strike is no longer feasible, but we also know that
US forces are sll in the Gulf, that Richard Butler,
who will continoe the inspection work, has shown
bias against Iraq and we also know that Saddam is
very unprediciable.”

Egypt has praised the agreement brokered by An-
nan, with President Hosni Mubarak describing it as
“very encouraging.” If properly implementad, Mu-
barak said, the agreement will solve a big problem
and “save the lives of the Iragi people.”

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa described the agree-
ment as “balanced”™ and also said that if it was carried
out in good faith. it offered a formula for long-term
cooperation between the 'JN and Irag,

Other diplomats were not quite as oprimistic. “We
know that the military option is oot of the guestion
pow, but we have to accept that the West has not
shelved its scenario of dividing Iraq and maybe some
other countries. perhaps by stimming political turmoil or
provoking the leaders of some countries like Libya
and Iran into a military confrontation,” said one.

It is crucial, therefore, sources argne, for Arab com-
tries, particularly the beavyweights, w immediately
start coordination to make sure that the severe tension
of the past few weeks does not recur.

{see pp.3.4,5 &6)

Khaled Dawoud in Baghdad,
Hoda Tawlfik in Washingion,
Dina Ezzat in Cairo, Wire dispatches

Nabta Plapa, 100km- west| .

was the first time that intact ]

mommﬂ:epmp:mand?a]—

-mmﬂhabeﬁmmmsalwgem

Moussa said. .

_.'lﬁmmBmyannnN’emyahuforcmb -“complete

David-style ralks with Arafat, Monssa re-

“The logical would be for
'_;mﬂﬂmm% :

beforeé we' move on 10 the next stage.™
m;xoposalmrejemdbyAmfann

: “Iral]depemisonﬂ:eﬁmlvmcnuf-'-'
the American idess,” an informed scurce

. orandum with Israel and the CIA com-

"thelslannstvanety But it believes the

" ever, argued that this wes unlikely. “T

are gtill in a primitive form. Even afier
they take final shape, they will have to be
discussed in detail before imple-
mentation ™

The US ideas, bowever, make no clear
reference 10 2 hakt of Israeli settlement
construction — thefacwr&athasmle-
mated since last March.
mg:ma—makmg shonldhavcnop'oblemwm
plying with its signed commitments. It
has already si a draft secunty mem-

mitting itself 10 an ongmngandconunu—
ous stragele egainst terror, ” especially of

amount of tenfiory offered by the Amer-
icaps is 100 small.

The Israeli stance has been that they are
notgomgtogwemomthanmnepercmr.
Some sources ﬁ M%a.fausoum—
ing to accept this fignre. “He is Josing
farth, his heatth is very poor, the Arab sit-
uation is very weak, and the US is never
going to pressure Netagyahm; he might
fedlmnmgetwharlgetnuwand
then see whar is gomg to happen next.” a
soorce said.

An informed Egyptian source, how

have po resson two think that the Pal-
estiniang are going to settle for this nine
per cent. They have been refpstng it for a
verylongumeandmshardmseethem
it now,"” he said.
The o cial Egyptan line is that the
Palestinians should decide for them-
selves, But Cairo believes that this nine to
13 per cent is not likelytolead o a
stable and permanent solation. (se2 p.4)

. Dina Ezzat in Cairo;
Gmham Usher in Jerusasim

‘Edward
Said: .

}  Gulliver

comesEast B
' 11,

Ay 5lad ) Aalll ales iladin 35 5a
ELSI.anguagecenters

We rmmmmnsb\mo

Furollment is ¥om Open!

ELS Language Centers has 70 Centers in more than 18 countries!
The newest Center in the Middle East, ELS Language
Centers/Cairo, would like to announce the courses for the new
March 1998 session.

* Intensive English Language Courses

e Computer Assisted Language Learning Lab

« Business English Courses (Beginners to Advanced)
* Business Skills Seminars and Courses

» Intensive TOEFL/GMAT Preparation

Placement Test fée: LE 35
Times: 10am -12pm-2pm -4 pm -6 pm
Placement Test and Registration Dates : March

1,2,3,4,5& 7,1998
5, Al Orouba St., Heliopolis, Cairo
Tel/Fax:290-0552 Tel;291-5003
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Suleiman justifying his actions at the People's Assembly

The day the bulldozers came

Constructing a road may mean more trouble than the Ministry of Hous-
ing could have ever imagined. Mariz Tadros plunges into a controversy

Trucks. tractors, sand piles and steel rods are
pouring into El-Barragecl. 15 kilometres south-
west of Cairo. where the Ministry of Housing is
building what will be the 26th of July Road. ex-
tending from Lebanen Square in Mohandessin 1o
the 6th of October City. The people in El-
Barrageel are up in arms.

The road has triggered a raging controversy.
Linking the inner city with 6th of October will
relieve much of the traffic pressure a1 the Pyr-
amid and Faisal roads. but the question is wheth-
er the chosen route is the most viable, A cam-
paign launched by a national newspaper amacked
Mohamed Tbrahim Suoleiman. mimster of hous-
ing. wilides and vrban communities. insisting
that the original route drawn for the road was
changed twice.

This change. which the newspaper set out to
prove with maps. was made because the frst
route passed over the mansion of an Arab VIP
and the villas of the afflueni. The current roule
cuts through the Tand of abour 60 farmers as well
as the gardens of actor Ahmed Mazhar, which
were not included in the original design. The
land in El-Barrageel is used mosdy to grow dec-
orative plams. which vields high profits for the
farmers but are also expensive to culdvate,
Many farmers are now complaining that they
have been evicted from their land and homes.

Hassouna Abdel-Moet Hassouna cultivated
two-and-a-half feddans of rented land. Now he
is left with one-thind of a feddan. He laments
his lost produce. “They didn't give us a single
minuie to remove the plants on which I spent
s0 much. Now I am in debt because [ expected
to sell my plants in season. [ have lost every-
thing.”™

With the implementaton of a new law last Og-
tober regulating the landlord-1enant relationship,
Hassouna had 1o pay LE2.000 rent for each fed-
dan. compared to LE750 previously. “Not that 1
expect the landowner to do anything about it.”
says Hassouna. “The owner is a bev. He lives in
Heliopolis and has 90 feddans. What would he
care about a couple of feddans™"

Eid Mahmoud Eweiss. another farmer. also
complains that they were not served nouce in ad-
vance. I was heartbroken to see my plants iom
down. They came on 15 December and told us
they would start working within 24 hours. True
to their word. they came. with sand. cutting
trees, stepping oo our planis. We told them io
come back when the time is ripe 1o uproot the
planis, but they wouldn’t listen. It was such a
shock. Suddenly [ found these big mucks bom-
barding the place.™

The water and electricity supply was also cut
off. Eweiss lost his home and is Tefi with four
qarats of land_ Sill. he is benter off than some of
his fellow farmers. such as Sayed Abdel-Latif,
now dead, who is said 1o have died op the day
the bulidozers came, Although the minister pro-
duced a death cemificate showing that Abdel-
Latif died a week before the bulldozers reached
his Jand. his friends tell a different story. "We
are all witnesses. He woke up in the moming.
found his wees uprooted and torn down. He be-
came 5o upset he just collapsed. We later found
out that he died of a heart anack.™ Abdel-Latif
left behind seven children.

Shortly afier Abdel-Latif’s death, Yassio Ser-
ageddin, an MP for the opposilion Wafd Party,
questioned Suleiman in the People’s Assembly
about the whole affair, ~I am not a technical ex-

pert and this is whyv I propose that a special
committes, made up of represenratives of the
ministries of agriculture. housing. transport and
enviconment, look inio the matter and verify
whether the current route is as the minister
says. the best to go by.™ Serageddin said.

Suleiman told Al-Aliram Weekly that the
maps which purport to show that the route had
been changed were not issued by the Ministry
of Housing but “by people who have proposed
alternative routes which, in any case, are not
viable on the ground.” *Suletman reiterated
what he presented at the People’s Assembly:
the choice of the rouvte was based smictly on
public and not private nrerest.

“We did not favour anyone. We admit thar
one or two may have been harmed. but those
who are complaining bave been served im-
mensely by Egypl. which has given them the
land they are on. It is time they return some-
thing for the country, for the weary citizens
who have to make the long trip to and from the
6th of October City evervday.” Suleiman said,

He insisted that the route in question was the
shaortest and most econormical. affecting a mini-
mum number of people. “We have not pulled
down more than four or five rural cottages.
Those harmed can be counied on one hand:
they would not ¢ven make 20,” Suleiman said,
adding that the land seized did not exceed
more than 120 feddans.

He also denied that the farmers were not
served advance notice. saying that they had
known about the road for the last nine months.

Suleiman also denied press reporis that he
had received appeals from the ministers of en-
vironment and agriculture to icconsider the
route for ecological reasons, insisting that this
was not the position taken by his feflow min-
isters. “Some complaints have reached the min-
istries and they were sent to me. that’s all.” Su-
leiman said. At a news conference earlier this
week. the minister claimed that published pic-
rures of a long line of upronted trees were oot
the mimisay's doing. “We did not cut a single
tree on the road: it was the people who cut
them to feed cattle.” he said.

The minister described the issue as ~a fight
berween a group of whales and a group of
sharks, each wanting to put the ball in the oth-
er's court”

However. farmers find the minister’s state-
ments confusing. At the People’s Assembly, he
said that all those who were evicled from their
land have been financially compensated. A few
days later. at a press conference, he declared
that they would all be compensated within 24
bours. And 10 the Weekly, Suleiman said that
compensation procedures take a long tme. but
that all farmers would be compensated in duc
course.

“But § have not received a thing,” said an
embitiered Eweiss. who pointed out that a ga-
rat of land is worth between LE20.00 and
LE35,000. Hassouna. who also said be has not
been compensated. estimates that at least 500
feddans. belonging to both tenants and owners.
have been taken over. “Many of them just
won't come out of their homes anymore. They
don't have a reason to, their land is gone.” he
said.

A special technical committee will look into
the issue further and is expected 1o take its
findings 1o the People’s Assembly next week.

Al-Shaab editor
faces one year in prison

Fhoto: Mohamed Luify

Nile water resources, a reconciliation of the
Somalj factions and the Sudanese civil war
will be on the agenda of ralks scheduled to
open today in Addis Ababa between Foreign
Minister Amr Moussa and his Ethijopian op-
posite number Seyoum Mesfin, The talks are
taking place on the sidelines of the annual
meeting of the foreign ministers of the Or-
ganisation of African Unity {OAV).

Last Thursday, Ethiopia launched a press
campaign against Cairo, with Mesfin ac-
cusing Egypt of “playing diplomatic games”
to contain Ethiopia and implement mega de-
velopmental irrigation projects. The minister
referred to El-Salam frrigation canal in Sinai

at Toshka.

“These claims are unfair. Egypt is not
playling any games and sincerely waols to
maintain good relations with Ethiopia with-
out undermining anybody's inleresis.” re-
sponded one Egyptian official.

Moussa, in an interview published by an
Ethiopian gnewspaper on |3 February,
shrugged off allegations thar any dispate
over the Nile waters could lead to a war be-
tween Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia. “I agree
with the statements made by Mr Mesfin that
a dispute over water could not lead to a war
between Egypt and Ethiopia.” Moussa said.
“Only parties that are opposed to the inter-
estis of the two counuies could be behind
this warmongering.”

In the interview. Moussa spoke at length
about the problems thar have surfaced re-
cently between Cairo and Addis Ababa, in-
cluding Egyptian mediation for a rec-
ongiliation between warring Somafi factions
and Egypt’s firm opposition to the division
of Sudan. In Moussa's view, Egypt and Ethi-
opia do not have the kind of fundamental
differences that could lead to tension and
that they could always work together to re-
solve any problems.

But Mesfin was not reassured. “The Lime
when Egypt monopolised Nile waters is
gone for good and it is enough that Egypt

Cairo seeks to ease
tension with Addis

and the southern desert reclamation project .

has been benefiting from the Nile waters
since time immemofial,” he said.

Moussa declined to respond. .

The general impression in Cairo was that it
is pol just a matter of water resources that 15
behind the latest tension in bilateral relations.
Fundamentally. sources say. Ethiopia is upsel
by Cairo's leading role in having reached a
formula reconciling Somali factions after sev-
en years of civil conflict. .

According to Mchamed Shaaban, assistant
to the foreign minister for African affairs,
the Ethiopimp argument is “jt is the onty
country mandated by the OAU and the
IGADD [inter-governmental Agency for
Drooght and Development] to deal with the
Somali issue.”™ Shaaban said that Egypt never
contested this mandate. “To the contrary.
when Egypt was president of the OAU. it
was President Hosni Mubarak who suggested
that Ethiopia be mandated to deal with this
thorny problem.”

However, Shaaban went on, this does not
eliminate Egypt’s responsibility or role in
contributing 1o the reconciliation effonts since
Egypt and Somalia are members of the Arab
League as well as the CAU.

Moreover, Cairo says that it merely pro-
vided the Somali factions with a venue for the
talks but did not try to impose any ideas on
them. Neither did it try to condemn the Ethi-
opijan role to the sidelines. Officials point out
that Moussa sent a letter to Mesfin explaining
the Egyptian position oo the matter and the
Foreign Ministry arranged for the Ethiopian
ambassador 10 meet with Somali leaders
througbout the gegotiation process.

Another bone of contention between Egypt
and Ethiopia is conflicting views on the
north-south civil war in Sudan. According to
one official. “Egypt will never toleraie or al-
low the division of Sudan into two states, an
Arab entity in the north and a black African
entity in the south. This would harm Egypt's
strategic interests and make room for a mil-
itary conflict near Egypt’s water resources.”

The official added: “It is very sad that some

Egypt and Ethiopia are working to ¢
overcome political and strategic differ-
ences. Dina Exzat examines bilateral
relations between the two states

African states cannotl appreciate this fast
and fail 1w realise that it Is not in anybody's
interest in Africa to open the door before
the Western plan to divide a pumber of the
continent's countries.”

Addressing these political issues docs oot
mean that Caire is not concerned about the
issue of water resources. Ethiopia controls
over 80 per cent of the flow of Nile water 1o
Egypt. As a consequence. Egypt is not inter- |
ested in srming any unpecessary pofitical |

;
i

tension with Addis Ababa.

Shasban argued: “We always nead 10 25
sert that relatons between the dowastream
and upsiream countries of the Nile are con-
ditioned in accordance with international
agreements and faws. For lts part, Egypt has
been carefully observing the rules. We only
use our annval guota of 55.5 billion cubic
metres out of the 1,600 billion cubic metres
precipitation falling over on the Nile basin
anpually.” As long as Egypt does not ex-
ceed its quota, it has the right to impiement.
irrigation projects anywhere inside the coua-

According to the terms of international
treaties and laws, Egypt. as 2 dowpstream
country. as is Sudan, has 1o be consulted if
any of the upsitream countries decide to
build dams on the Nile. Moreover. il an op-
stream country needs a loan from the World
Bank or another country to finance the con-
struction of a dam, the donor maust consokt
with Egypt and Sudan. The treverse is oot
true.

Erhiopia has mﬁplalhg‘:li recently d:tat
Egypt was using this le rogative lo
degg; Addis Ababa access to funds to build
dams on the Nile. These allegations were
denied by Egypt. .

According to Shaaban. Cairo hopes that the
OAU ministerial meetings that opened yes-
terday and will close tomorow. as well as the
meetings that will be held on the sidelines.
will help ease the tension. Over 50 ministers
attending the meeting will also deal with other
African and Middle Eastern issues.

Define ‘thug’!

The People’s Assembly has passed a new law that administers harsh pen-
alties for acts that have been described as street thuggery. Was the legisia

tion really necessary? Fatemah Farag sought an answer

&

El-Arabi Shakhsiya is a man who
held great sway on the streets of
the working-class neighbourhood
of Mit Ogba. He used “iron fist™
tactics. That was until he was ar-
rested a few years ago and given
a life sentence for drug-
trafficking. “He was a temrifying
man,” said Fawzi Mohamed, with
an involuntary shudder. “He was
very short and stocky and he had
a large dog almost his size that
never left him™ Tt is for people
Tike Shakhsiya that parliament ap-
proved a new “anti-thuggery™ law
during 2 late-night session on I8
February. However, Shakhsiya is
already in jail because his crimes
are coversd by other laws. Con-
sequently, quesiions are being
asked about how necessary and
useful the new legislation really
is.

The law, an amendment to the
penal code, stipulates thar anyone
who intimidates by threatening to
use violence or force against an
individual or his family will be
given a2 minimum one-year jail
sentence. The penalty is raisedI to
two years imprisonment if the
threat is made by more than one
person or by an individual wield-
ing a weapon or a stick or ac-
companied by a fearsome animal.
The punishment will range be-
tween two and five years if the
threat is directed at a female or a

minor below 18.

“This is empty rtall.™ said Ib-
rahim Abaza of the Wafd Pary.
“There is emough in the penal
code to cover all the crimes men-
tioned under the term ‘thuggery.’
Our problem is that there are laws
which are not implemented.”

According to critics such as
Abaza, the loose terminclogy of
the new legislation is whrrisome.
“This law is dangerous because
the crime is not clearly defined
The penal code provides specific
punishments for specific crimes
such as murder. theft, etc. But
what is meant by “intimidation” in
the new law? Every day people do
things which could be called
tglen_eats but which are noi meant to

However, Justice Minister Fa-
rouk Seif El-Nasr assured sceptics
that this vagueness in terminology
would be compensated by the
wide jurisdiction given w the
ju in deciding the context
within which the alleged crime
wus committed. El-Nasr's position
was supported by a majority of
MPs. Ahmed Abu Zied, leader of
the parliamentary bloc of the rul-
ing National Democratic Party
{NDP), pointed out that the new
legislation would be highly useful
in dealing with crimes hike female
abductions and hurling sulphuric
acid at others with the aim of dis-

A one-year prison sentence awaits the editor-in-chief of
an opposition newspaper upon his return from abroad

figuring them.

Opposition MPs, bhowever, ex-
pressed apprehensions that the
new law might be used to clamp
down on acts other than thuggery.
For example, Khaled Mohieddin,
leader of the lefitst Tagammu Par-
ty. asked whether the law wonld
be invoked against peaceful dem-
onstrations. Fouad Badrawi, of the
Wafd Party, questioned the con-
sequences of the new law on any
balloting. But for all their crit-
icism, the government draft went
through the Houose without any
amendments.

Commented Abaza cynically:
“This js the same with everything
in parliament because the opposi-
tion only represents a small mi-
nority.”

The only serious challenge to
the draft came from the MPs of
Upper Egypt who threatened 1o
walk out when Speaker Fathi So-
rour tried to end the debate with-
out giving them the floor. At issue
was the shouma. a thick cane car-
ried by farmers, mainly in Upper
Egypt. for self-defence purposes.
Was this a “dangerous weapon™
under the new law? The tension
was soon eased by Kamal El-
Shazli, minister of state for parlia-
mentary affairs, who assored them
that the shouma was exempt.

And yet a clear definition of
who is a thug and how is he dif-
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In the first ruling of its kind, a Cairo
court has decided to send the editor-in-
chief of a newspaper to prison after con-
victing him of libel, reporis Fatemah
Farag. A one-yedar prison sentence was
handed down on Tuesday by the Mis-
demeanonr Appeals Coun for Cairo’s
Boulaq district against Magdi Ahmed
Hussein, editor-inchief of the twice-
weekly Al-Shaab, mouthpiece of the Is-

" lamist-oriented Labour Party. According

to party sources, Hussein is in Tehran at
preseat.

Hussein was put on trial for publishing
a series of articles in Al-Shaab between
28 May and 7 October 1996, accusing
Alaa El-Alf. son of then-Interior Min-
ister Hassan El-Alf, of influence-
peddling. Two lawsuits were filed by
Alaa El-Alfi against Husscin and also
ggainst Mohamed Hilal, an Al-Shaab
cartoonist. A thind lawsuit was brought
against Hussein by Azza Hassan Amin
and her husband Mustafa Moussa be-
cause the newspaper alleged that she was
mastied to Adel E1-Alff and that she used
this relationship w buy property at cheap
prices.

A primary court sentenced Hussein on
27 January to a total of three years im-
prisonment — one year for each case —
plus a LE15.000 fine. Hilal was sen-

tenced to one year behind bars.

The Cn]l:l.l.'t later reduced the sentence
against Hussein o wo im-
prisonment, after combining zen:mof the
two lawsuits brought by Alaa El-Alfi 1o
the laws\at filed by Azza Amin,

Hussein fled an appeal. The A
Court further reduced the sentence ltacl:?l.ll:
year imprisonment and the fine to
LE7.500. The one-year-imprisonment
senience against Hilal was upheld.

According o legal sources. the only re-
course left for Hussein now is to take his
case 1o the Coun of Cassation. But he
must g0 to jail unless he contests the pris-
on seatence, demanding a delay until the
Court of Cassation dreaanches a decision.

~This is a very dangerpus -
commented Talaat Rumeih, :m
assistant editor-in-chief. “Sending the ed-
itor-inchief of a leading opposition
newspaper 10 jail is bound to have neg-
ative consequences. Journalists will view
this ruling as a message against the free-
dom of the press and they will feel thar
they could face the same destiny if they
are courageous enough to wriee some-
thing controversial ™

Said Amz. a lawyer with the
Egyptian isation for Human Rights,
said that journaliste “believed d:aRtlghim-
prisonment senténces were out of the

question following the cancellation of the
infamous Law 93, But Law 93 oaly ex-
panded on provisions i the Penal Code
visions provide pemalties of up w three
yme::sfmhbelial'hiswas not rectified by
new Press Law, passed two years ago.”™
Hussein's family said they did not
know when he was returning from Teh-
ran. Rumeih_ claimed that police were
readyandwmﬁngforhimatmeailpon.
Labour Party leader [brahim Shukri

FOLLOWS:

told Al-Ahram Weekly that the sentence is
“unacceptable™ and was the result of 1. | [PPSR * DESCRPTION DUE DATE | DOCNENTS
ggsquume_lcgﬂHdeﬁlgcm&oﬁdH:a said the e

against Hussein wo ve been | | 549798 | 350K55. SILVER BEAZING ALLOY 4%, W | LE1S
wenkensd si cantly if the
?uowedhimgmﬁ m)irn cecg_u;thh;_! 55/97-99 | 20 TON ALLMENUM FOIL LANENATED WTH 17208 | LE 200
idence. “Afier Hassan El-Alfi was re- DUPLEX BOARD. '
moved from [the Interior Ministry], we { | 543798 {25TONCOPPER TUBES FOR REFREG. 9 TONFOT | ‘1838 | LE.180
;nanagﬁ':omacqmre dmunéinutl;x that w‘?f GAS TUBE [COPPER). '
mposs before,” Shukri said. * 5119798 STYROL CoFaL
we had been allowed 10 submit these doc- 580708 f‘[&mmvgmmm e n | w0
uments, Hussein would never have re- STEEL STRP Sl LB

ceived this sentence ™
According 1o Added Hafez,“a journalist
should never face the threat of im-
prisonrment bemused)ere are many other
ways (o rectify a mistake, such a3 print-
::%Ormml Dl: publishing the correct
uch a ruling works against
the freedom of the press,” )

ferent from other criminals re-
mains lacking. Despite in-
formation- offered by MP Zakaria
Azmi that there are 130.000 thugs
in the Greater Cairo area, the an-
Swer remains unclear,

A search for a “thug” in one of
the poor neighbourhoods in Cairo
led the Weekly to Mohamed El-
Saroukh, a focal drug dealer.
Lanky and dark, in jeans and
“zico™ slippers. Saroukh has 2
deep scar across one side of his
face and a street-wise flippant
manmer. He cannot understand the
commotion and has not heard of
the new legisiation.

“I used to work at a metal work-
shop as a kid and I got beaten up
so much that I had to leave.” Sa-
roukh said with a qoizzical look.
“Now I deal in other things and
life on the street is not easy. So
what do you want me to do? Be
wimpish? I would never survive.”
Saroukh says that there are police
all over his area but hardly
bother about the dealers and
thags. “Every now and then
there’s a routine clampdown and
the weak are taken in. I am not
one of those.”

Another point of contention is
that most of those acmally in-
volved in thuggery are paid by
someone ¢lse to commit the
crime. The link betweep the rwo
is very difficult to prove.
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Wmsmgmmmﬁgym:nmmmd"

andd Tslamabad share. ideafi identical views on.the’

pohctesandshon-cennmmes of fighting mnsm.Speak'

mg o Al-Ahram Weekly in an mﬂmmw
v:mwcatn-oolmtweek.smja:mddm?ahszanm

signed by the two countdes in 1995,
“We

moment. | assure

we do not ba
Len Ve Ay

assure you that the Egyptian sacurity of-

Egyptian in Islamabad was still continuing, Shujat re-
sponded.“WehavenotdosaddleﬁleasyeLImmyveyu:

any news, however. Wbmvawehmmvesbgatedmﬂnsre—
garﬂhasbeencmnmnmmmdwme anthorities. The
case is still being Secinity agencies are doing their job

pursued,
eﬁ'ecuvelyandmemgfully Butlennnotdwulgemnomm.

wammmmpmmmm mﬂiﬁuybnﬂd—npmﬂlecuif

Ant| US fervour on Egyptlan campuses

-mlhﬂlou:ands 183"-

atCano-and‘

s protests were the largest and -~ pgaiwing
él‘?dedmmyﬁmn]em The dexi- -
i, e et

an; ]

bind the Ain Shams demonstrstions. “A~
stzdent revolt agaipst Amedcan heg- j
spn‘ncxy' e r:aqhasbmmaemf:"

]

mmlmﬂetsm.;'
demmgﬂ:eUmmdSmmasﬂ:e“BlgSa-,Jraq:
tan” were distributed. e
At Cairo University, smdmammpted
to reach the pearby Isracli Embassy but -
wuep:eventedbwuunkloadsof(:mnl

Beyet o s _ excluswe interview

Wﬁewm&mﬂudm 1995".-
Shojat said. “So far, thm-nmnom:estoamdm.:uume“"
- Eqgypt last week, .

. spoke about the

.. close cooperation -
e between Cairo and
2D .Islamabad in the war

'maﬁlmeofﬁ;eﬂd’unTagmmn?my -.
- confipoed to collect signamires on & state-
1--'maﬂmgﬁrnmdwﬂ|eUNsanc-i

The interior iﬁinistet
of Pakistan, inan

with Amira lbrahim -
during his visit to

 of the file, which s sl op

Shujﬂhueddxmsmced‘mpsforklmmthrs
along the Pakistzni border with Afghanistan. “I assure you as
Interior Minister of of Pakistan, who is direcdly and personally re-

- sponsible for every law-and-order issue and security

problem in
the country, tha there. are no camps on the border or, for that
matier, anywhere clse in Pakistan,” sa:dSbuJal.wholsaclnse
ally of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.
“Webavebeenwyhnﬂon!hacfomgnmhmmwhohad

' [1o Pakistan the Afy JYibad,” he added. “The;
Askedwbeﬁuﬂrmvmganonofthelmmmgofme %bﬂl g e it

either failed or expeiled from Pakistan. If some of
‘them to other countries and have not come o their na-
nvecmmms.l’ahmeam be he!d responsibie for it.”

Shujat said his country is the “number one safferer of the Af-

. ghan problem. Tt bore the brunt of the Sovier invasion, sheltered
" and fed over three

million Af; refugees. With the with-
muofSnwetuoops,ﬂleAfglggfmbemmchxsmryfonhe

menttodmyAmmcanmhipsm
to the Susz Canal.. A similar rally was
held at the syndicare"s Alexamdriz beanch.
Outside the US Embassy, about 60 pro-
msmamhedfm-abmnmmmmlast

the Islamist-oriented Labour Party. They
showted: “You ambassador of pigs, get
out of the Nile Valley,” and described
President Biil Clinton as the “enemy of
God.” They also raised banners in Arabic

. and English reading: “Death w0 America
and victory to the Arabs,”

.. -Afier police forces broke up the dem-
onstration, & ninc~member delegation was
aliowed nto the embassy to deliver a peti-
tion, said to have been signed by half 2

opposmg
force agminst Baghdad Among the del-
egation’s members were Mohamed Ab-
del-Qoddons, a member of the Press Syn-
denounced US  dicate’s council, Galal Amin, a
of economics, and Abdel-Wahab El-

Medlcme and securlty for Yassm

The spmtual Ieader
: :of Hamas Is ‘re-
ceiving medical treat-_
~ ment at a- military.
*- hospital In Hellopolis -
behind tight securty
measures. Rasha®
8aad reports. - . "

'l'heai]mgSheildlAtmnden.ﬁl fonnderandspinmallead-
e nflhc Palestinjan Islamic resistance, movemest Hamas. ar-

Mane €Uy:Mohimed El-Nady St.fromi Makrcss, .
- - Eibode St,6" Zone rd—zvm 2750057

MWMM

B .'his:n:nva{m
-his ooind
' -_myedd’e&ve&ndhnhasdm;ﬂa:ﬂstmna_nhpmbhm

lowed.OnhsﬁmdaymhosmeYmmmvedat:hphme
cali from Palestinian Presidemt Yasser Arafat On Scoday,
Sheikh Mohamed Sayed Tantawi, the Grand Imam of A} Azhar
Mosque, visited Yassin in hospital and wrote him a note, wish-
ing him well. Yassin was also visited by Mohamed Sobeth, the
Palesunnnrep:uenmveanhemabtmgne,whobmgmhm

. Howers.
. Scbeib told Al-Ahram WeeklylhatYassin'smuminCaim

Arafat and

was requested by approved by
| barak. “Arnfaf had to mterfere personaily becavse Sheikh Yas-
.masymbolofﬂm?ﬂmanmggleagamstmeh:dmc-

3mwhofomdedﬂamasm1988 was jailed by Israeli an-
thorities the following year, Several effans, including appeals
bry Arafat, to secure his releace did not bear fic.

He regained his frazdom last October in exchange for two Is-
mgmwmhad‘beenan’mdmiommfonmnga

attempt on the life of Khaled Mishgal, a Hamas politcal
officer. The two agenzs injectad Mishsal with a poisopous drug.

According to Malmoud Al-Zabhar, a Hamas spokesman m
GmmmmqumsmmE%begmammm
agoblnh:sm:dmardemchmgadm oﬁ o
gmnmcwasto meetings with Egyptian offici andra-

giots figures. But the Palestinians were later informed that the
VMwuﬂdbemwﬂymecﬁcaLZahhnrsmd.

Sobeih- anribmed the change to health, rather than polits
msohsl"lheslﬁkhshuuldwmplemhismmtﬁm.m
things can be " he said.

Zuhharalsosalddm:.he byy.SheikhYmnwasmhave
baen acconipanied on the trip by a group of Palestinian doctors
Butlﬁaeldemedth:mpumgmnntfoua&al. .

Zabhar appreciation for the Egypian hospitality.
Recalling happened to Mishaal in Amman, he was also
pleazed with the

M&Ymggmvedmedmlminlmm
ﬂﬁmgﬁnmnlongﬁstofaﬂmenls.m
alert, Yassin Is paralysed in afl four fmbs, his

~ Edited by Wadie Kirolos
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the use of.

-

rest of the word. But Pakisran still suffers the effects of the civ-
ilgﬂﬁe." -

two major social problems facing Pakistan ane the “gun
culture and drug culiure™ Shu;atsmd%ﬂe?ahsmnmnmns
committed to the solution of the Afghan problem through -

among all sections of Afghan society, al home we are
nckling the problems of terrorism and narcotics with all the
means available™ he said.

Shajat declared that various strategies are being used fo
combat drug-trafficking. “While sirict measures are being
taken o discourage the use of narcotics by the end-user, we
have also taken steps 10 burst the networks of drug-deafers,
drug-mnufacmrersanda]xoelumnm&eculnmnm of pop-
py in the border areas of Pakistan.™ he said. “The people and
the wibat clders on our border with Afghanisian are very
coopumve.'!mscnmprebcnswc effort has helped us in con-
tairing the problem.”

messm.apmfmwﬁmron!udaism
and Zioni

Magdi Hussein, editor-in-chief of the
Labour Party’s mouthpiece, Al-Shaab,
told reporters before his departure to Teb-
ran that the United States “mnderstands

only the of force. We wam

then that if they Irag, there will be  Tumisia, Li
a thonsand Khobars [an allusion to the On
bombing of a miljtary corapound in Say-

di Arabia], a thousand bombings and a
thousand demonstrations,” be said.
“America was the first counry 1o use

bombs and military sirikes.™

~ On the same day. lawyers held their
second anti-war protest at their assocta-
tion. Again, the US and Israeli flags were
s¢t ablaze. The one-hour protest was
timed 1o coincide with similar rallies held
by bar associations in Moroceo, Algeria,
Syria and Yemen.

evening,
leaders met at the offices of 1he Nasserist
Panty as pan of follow-up action to a
joint starement they issued the previous
week condermming the American military

T ‘Long-term pollcles, short-term measures’

Similarly, he said the problem of gun-running and lerrorism is
the top priority of the Pakistani government. “We have inro-
duced some laws to andpumsh!hecnnunalsmm
quickly end effectively, tough special couns,” Shujat said.
“We have taken measures (0 haul up all the ilfegal anns in the
hands of the people. At the same time, arms licences awarded 1o
those who are not citizens and have been involved in
illegal activities. directly or indirectly, have been canceled. We
have also declarcd an amnesty 10 surrender illegal arms within a
ﬁzedpmodofummzhommcumngpumshmem All these
steps are bearing frei”

But Shujmmnmdnd that “these problems are st there and it
will take some time before we can say with pride that narcotics,
gun-running and temrosism have been eliminated from Pakistan,
1 want fo asstre you that our govermen is committed to the
eradication of these social ils and is doing its utmost.” he said.

Shujzt denied that students at the Islamic University in Is-
lamabad were invelved in lemrorist activities. “I believe thar we
du:ll.dd separaie terrorism from Islamic eachings and ideas,” he
sai

But he added, “there are a number of sectarian groups, which
are not political parties in the accepted lepal democratic sense.
Andtherearerepomthatsomoflh:mmccw:fomgn money
w pay for violent acts and are puilty of organising several ter-
Torist attacks.™

The government is bandling this “new phenomenon™ at rwa
levels. “The secunty measures have emasculated them 10 a
Zreal extent.” be said, “The ; of their attacks has gone
down. In addition to the and-lerrorism act of 1997, we are alsa
in the process of enacung another law which will bring re-
ligious . organisations and institutions within the ju-
risdiction of law. It would ensure that no religious institution re-
ceivés assistance, monetary or otherwise. from any foreign
country. Their mogetary accounts will be made transparent
Their domestic sources of income will have 10 be identified.
The law would also ensure that. like all other educational in-
stitutions. the curriculum of these religions institufions i
known. approved and followed,™

While Kofi Annan was negotiating a deal with the fragi government, anti-
Ametican sentiments in Egypt were running high. Fatemah Farag reports

position is to support Iraq and its victim-
ised people. However, sympathy is not
enough. There must be a strong Arab po-
sitioni. We need a united Arab position.”

The Pope said the United States wants
to degrade all Arabs and wamed that Lib-
ya and Syria could be next after Iraq.

Last week, a five-member delegation
representing 16 human rights groops
were met by US Ambassador Daniel
Kurtzer for 45 minutes. They were given
the official US line and, in return, they
presented the ambassador with a state-

opposition party

chemical weapons in Viemam. It also  threat ment of protest.

turns 2 blind eye to Israel’s arsenal of no- Pope Shenondah I of the Copric Or-

clem-andchemcalwmpons Butwhen it thodox Church at the Cairo Additional reporting
comes to Arabs, there is nothing but US  Book Fair kast week, declaring that “oor by Khaled Dawoud

bulance services, and much more.

HOLIDAY DREAMS Co.

FOR INVESTMENTS & TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
6 Abd El-Latif Bultia St., (Dar El-Shefa)
Garden City, Cairo, Egypt
Tel. 3557649 Fax. 3547511

INVITATION TO INVESTORS FOR THE PROJECT
HOLIDAY DREAMS TOURISTIC RESORT

ALAMAIN - SIDIABD EL-RAHMAN

Holiday Dreams Co. For Investments and Tourist Development announces that
it bas reached the near-completion of the final plans for its project in El-
_Alamain, to be buiit on an area of 1500 feddans (from Km 127 to Km 132.5).
The project, which will follow the highest standards of international resorts
used all year round, was planned through an international competition among
Egyptian consultancy companies in cooperation with international consultancy
firms. Planning is set for- but not limited to- the construction of hotels, motels,
restanrants, villas, deluxe touristic villas, international golf courses, yachting
piers, walkways, forests and parks, water and land games, a giant amusement
park, conference halls, shopping malls, health spas, a sports complex, air am-

The final masterplan will he submitied to the Company on March 31st, 1998,

The Management of Holiday Dreams invites

phases of the project.

» banks and local & international investment companies to participate in this
unique and massive project on the North Coast. Companies shounld submit their
profiles outlining their scope of activities not later than April 15th. 1998. Hol-
iday Dreams Company will supply the investment companies with deta:ls and

CHATRMAN: ENGINEER EFFAT ATALLAH
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Memorandum of
Understanding
between the United
Nations and the
Republic of Iraq

Teaxt of the agreement signed by Iragi Deputy Pritme
Minister Tariq Aziz and UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan

1. The Government of Iraq reconfirms its acceptance of all
relevant resolutions of the Security Counpcil, inchading
resolutions 687 (1991} and 7i5 (1991). The Government of
Iraq further reiterates its ondertaking to coopetate fully with
the United Nations Special Commission ((TNSCOM) and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

2. The United Nations reiterazes the commitment of all
member states 10 respect the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Irg.

3. The Government of Iraq ondertakes to accord to UNSCOM
and IAEA immediate, onconditional and unrestricted access in
conformity with the resolitions referred to in paragragh 1. Tn
the performance of its mandare under the Security Council
resolutions. UNSCOM undertakes 1o respect the legitimate
concerns of {raq relating ro national security, sovergignty and
dignity.

ieIFeUnﬂedNaﬁonsandtheGos\i‘eﬁmenmﬂmqagmethat
ollowing special procedizes apply to the initial and
subsequent entries for the of the tasks mandated
ar the eight presidential sites in iraq as defiped in the anpex to
the presemt memorcandum; -

a) A special group shall be established for this parpose by the
secretary-general in consaltation with the executive chairman
of UNSCOM and the director general of IAEA. This group
shall comprise sentor diplomats appointed by the
secretary-general and experts drawn from UNSCOM and
IAEA. The grogp shall be headed by a commissioner
appointed by the secretary-general.

b) In carrying out its work, the special groop shall operate
onder the established procedores of UNSCOM and [AEA, and
specific detailed procedures which will be developed given the
special nature of the presidential sites, in accordance with the
relevant resolutions of the Security Council.

¢) The report of the special group on its activities and findings
shall be sebmitted by the executive chatrman of UNSCOM 10
the Secusity Council through the secretary-general.

5. The United Nations and the Government of [raq further
agree thar ali other areas, facilities, equipment, records and
means of transporiation shall be subject to UNSCOM
procedures hitherio established.

6. Noting the progress achieved by UNSCOM in various
disarzuament sreas, and the need 1o intensify efforts in order to
complete its mandate, the United Nations and the Govemment
of [raq agres to improve cooperation, and efficiency,
effectiveness and transparency of work, so as 1o enable
UNSCOM to report to the Council expeditiously under

22 of Resolution 687 (1991). To achieve this goal,
the Government of Irag and UNSCOM will implement the
recommendations directed at them as comained in the report of
the emergency session of UNSCOM held on 21 November
1997.

7. The lifting of sanctions is obviously of paramount

importance to the people and Government of Iraq and the
secretary-general undertook to bring this matter to the full
atiention of the members of the Security Council

Signed this 23rd day of February 1998 in Baghdad in two -
originals in English.

For the Unijted nations

Kofi A. Annan

Secretary-Gesieral

For the Republic of Irag

Tariq Aziz i

Deputy prime Minister

Annex to the Memorandum of Understanding between the
United Nations and the Republic of Iraq of 23 Febrary

1998

The & +dential s b the rei i
inm:lgl;antMemma;.ﬁmofUndt:stmdingmd:e pon
following:

1. The Republican Palace presidential site (Baghdad).

2. Radwaniyah presidential sitc (Baghdad).

3. Sijood presidential site (Baghdad).

4. Tikrit presidential site.

5. Tharthar presidential site.

6. Jabal Makhnl presidential site.

7. Mosul presidential site.

8. Basra presidential site. ]

The perimeter of the area of each site is recorded in the sarvey
of the presidential sites in fraq implemented by the United
Nations Technical Mission designated by the
secretary-general, as attached to the letier dated 21 February
1998 addressed by the secretary-general to the deputy prime

minister of Iraq.
of Iraq (Source: The Associated Press)

KoﬁAnnnandTarekAzizs;'igning-anagmunmtonMymrsdveamwommponshspecﬁommdavutaus-ledmﬂﬂarysﬁkeonfﬂq

‘Peace’ after Iraq

The news that UN Secretny-General Kofi Annan had reached
an agreement with Iraq or weapon inspections was received
with undisguised relief by the Palestinian leadership. “We were
happy to bear the good news from Baghdad,” commented Yas-
ser Arafat on Monday. “It is a very important start to achieve
real peace and to avoid any military activity.”

Other Palestinian officials weat further, welcoming the appar-
exnt close of one crisis as the key to resolving another. “We're
really relieved as Palestinians that the Gulf crisis is over,” PLO
negotiator, Saeb Erckat, told Reuters. And “we hope attention
will return again to the revival of the peace process.”

Such optimism is based on the idea that America will draw
the right conclusions from the latest Gulf stand-off. and par-
ticularfy from its failure to marshal any meaningfui Arab sup-
port for a renewed military stuike on Iraq. These conclusions
were spelled out by the Palestinian Authority’s (PA) minister
for higher education, Hanan Ashrawi, on Monday.

“The US muost understand that some of itz assumptions abom
the region — such as the worthlessness of [Arab] public opin-
ion, its total bias toward Israel — have affected it credibility
and ability to manoenvre in the region,” she said. “To retain its
credibility, it most act decisively with Isracl and the peace pro-
Cess.”

Ashrawi's apalysis is trenchant. But most Palestinian analysts
believe the hope is forlomn.

Before and during the Iragi crisis, the Clinton administration
has been quietly preparing a new initiative to kick swart the Oslo
Process. ing to Isracli press the deal is for Israel
to redeploy from around 13 per ceot of the West Bank in three
phases over the next three months. In retum, the PA would
comply with its “responsibilities” umder the 1997 Hebron
agreement, chiefly to “complete the process of revising the Pal-

Revisiting Oslo.;:
in Jerusalem

‘While a third Gulf War may have been averted, the near mil-
ftary showdown between the US and Iraq has already weak-
ened the Palestinian leadership’s willingness to challenge Is-
raeli and American terms for further redeployment of Israeli
troops from the West Bank.

While Palestinian Authority (PA) officials publicly deny any

in the stalled peace talks, informed sources say
that over the past week lsraeli and Palestinian negotiators
reached a compromise formula that could define the scope of
1sraeli redeployment from the West Bank territories.

According to Palestinian sources, secret meetings last week
resulted ip shifting the focns of the talks to a definition of the
areas of “military locarions™ and settlements that will remain
under Isrzeli control pending final status negotations. The sig-
nificance in the shift is that it meets demands by Washingron
that the two sides resume aegotiations over unresolved isspes
such as the opening of the Palestinian airport in the Gaza
Strip. The resumption of talks was crucial, from Washington’s
view point, to help defuse rising tensions in the Arab world
over US policies against Traq.

In reality however, the new mderstanding does not solve the
more serious problem of the scope and timing of Isracli roop
redeployment. But the Palestinian ip, wary of the con-
sequences of a new Gelf War, did not want to be held re-
sponsible for obstucting the negotiation process. PLO sources
say that it was the Palestinian side, represented by Mahmoud

Echoes

of thunder:

i

estinian National Charier” and to “fight terror and preveat vi-
olence” in the self rule aresas.

The PA has no problem with
signed a draft security memorandum with Isracl and the CIA
committing itself to an “ongoing and continnous struggle
against terror,” especially of the Islamist variety. But it believes
the amount of territory offered by the Americans is too small.
Nor does there appear to be any mention in the American pack-
age of an Isracli settlement freeze in the Occenpied Termitories.
As for Binyamin Netanyahu, he has already made it clear that a
13 per cent redeployment is way too large.

“There can be five American plans, but I won't give anything
thar leaves s [Israel] with Jess than 64 per cent (of the West
Bank) because it affects our security,” Netanyahu was quoted as
saying in the Israeli newspaper, Ha'artz, on 23 Febrpary. “We
m}'ﬁdmsowehavesomdhh g to trade in the final stams

Given that the PA already has partial or complete control over
27 per cent of the West Bank, this means the maximum Israel
cap yield in any further redeployment is about nine per cent.

Will America step in and force Israel to yield more? Most Pal-
estinian commentators believe it is ynlikely. An equally plan-
sible scenario, says Palestinian political analyst, Khalil Shakaki,
is a retam 1o the status quo apte. “The peace process was not
moving before the Iraqi crisis and it will not raove after it,” he

5ays.

Netanyahu, however, is pot taking any risks, just
Americans are stong into action by Arab charges of double stan-
dards made during the Iraqi crisis. On an Isracli TV talk show
on Monday, Ne- .

tanyahu  said  he 7T IEELT .
would be prepared to

-
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compliance, and bas already .

The reallosers in the Iraq crisis may be the Palestinians, _
further weakened by US moves 1o kickstart the peace
process, writes Graham Usher from Jerusalem._Aqd. as
Lamis Andoni reports from Ramaliah, the negotiations
may already. have started — with Israel setting thetemmns -
#

mnvemaCampDaﬁd—likeAmﬁmhaeEmdM
summit to expedite the Oslo process. “There is no other way,

he wid viewers. “We have to sit round a table and reach a per-

manent agreement.” . )
Palestinians are pnlikely %0 be impressed. Ever since be was

elected in May 1996, Neranyahu has been calling for a new

Camp David, though less, suspect Palestinians, to reach a “per-

mapent tiran 1o avoid further Isrmaeli rec

in the West Bank. Arafat’s respouse to Netanyahu's TV offer

was the same as in the past — the PLO would be willing to par- -

ﬁcipamhlsuchasumnﬁtoncondmi;imq:atalla:ﬁdsof()sb's

interim agreesnent are implemented as 54, E
It is less clear what Amafat’s answer will be to the reported

American Azameeﬁng_in.leﬁcholastwuk.hbour

- Kniesset member and Oslo architect, Yossi Beilin. allegediy

wurged Arafat to accept the American offer as a way of “calling
Netanyahe's biuff” since, according 1o Beilin. the Israeli leader
was banking on a Palestinian rejection of the 13 per cent re-
deployment. Shakaki too believes thar Arafat “will accept what-
ever he can get from the Americans now to improve his ter-
ritorial position” ahead of the third redeployment and the final
stamos talks.

But this, oo, is risky. According to Fatah's West Bank leader,
Marwan Barghoati, the recent protests in the Occupied Ter-
titories were not simply to demonstrate support for Iraq.

“They also expressed Palestinian frustration with the peace
process.” They weze, he said, “outpourings of rage against [s-
rael’s policies of sestlement, hovse demolition and land con-
fiscation.” Should these concems be ignored in any upcoming

2 - himself squeezed as much by Fatah as
by the Americans and Yossi Beilin

estinians could acrually win Washing-
ton’s support for some of their de-
mands if they maintain a conciliatory
stance.

Indeed there is a jor of pressure oa”
Arafat from some of his aides o ac-
cept ideas presented by the US that
propose phased Israeli
in retarn for stricter Palestinian secur-
ity measures to curb antacks and even
“Incitement™ against Israel. :

. m m‘ -“n lmtmp. . m

§ say, is boping that the US will modify

its proposal to include its original
idea of a “time out” on settlements

The WE_mMaskedrammbmandMondag v and a clear commitment 1o the hird
aimed, they claim, &t guring one of the rallies bafing the UN- Iraq deal (phot: Reuters)  phase of roop redeployment that Is-

throwing .
the Israeli coart and showing Washington Palestinian flex-
ibility. Furthermore, the two Palestinian architects of the Oslo
accords believe that by asking Israel (o define “the military lo-
cations” and the semlement areas, the
deployment will be antomatically determined. However, the
Palestinian proposal, critics say. amounted to a concession
that Israel will unilaterafly identify. what it considers *“military
locations “, as well as the size of the Tsraeli setilement land
that will be excluded from further redepfoyment.

But the real issue behind the flurry of secret and peblic Pal-
estinian-Israeli ralks which took place lasr week is not simply
an agreement ou further redeployments. Pslestinfan will-
ingness to engage in the ralks in the first place reflects the Pal-
estinian leadership’s thinking in reaction to the Irag crisis. The
dominant thinking among Yasser Arafat’s aides is that the Pal-

Desert Thunder has been called off, but its rum-
blings continue to echo across the border, writes A/-
Ahram Weekly’s special correspondent in Amman

of the re-.

li occupation.

_rael has been rejecting. In the broader
context, some officials in the Palestinian leadership have con-
vinced themselves that if they play it right, the Palestinians
could avert the losses of Western support they suffered during
the second Gulf war by backing Iraq. '

Thxsnmearmmd,t!:eythinkﬂlgxbyshowing“goodeon-
duct”, such es bamming pro-lragi demonstrations, curbing
freedom of expression and showing “flexibility™, ‘Washington
will. gradually move closer to the Palestinian demands for
self-determinarion. in the process, however, the Palestinian
leadership is effectively
bowing o US pressures
without secauring a commit-
ment from Washington or
Tel Aviv for an end to Israe-

P
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21 AHMED ORABI ST, MOHANDESSIN, CAIRO

The Company is delighted to announce to its shareholders that, in
order to simplify the trading process of the company’s shares on Cairo
and Alexandria stock exchanges, the company has registered its
shares in the central depository system at Misr for Glearing,
Settlement and Central Deposit Company on Monday, 29 December

1997.

The Stock Market Authority agreed to amend the nominal value of the
shares to LE10.00/share on 7 January 1998.

The stock exchange agreed to register the company’s shares in its
offical listing starting 16 February 1998. h

Accordingly, shareholders are kindly requested to deposit their shares
in the central depository system through a qualified bookkeeping firm.
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Tension between the Jordaniom cabinet
and opposition parties escalated after the
ammed forces imposed a curfew on
Ma’"an. & poor southern city. and started a
house-to-house search to collect weap-
ans following the shooting of one cit-
izen, the iImjury of 20 more and the arrest
of Leith Shubeilat, a prominent opposi-
tion leader. .

In an atternpi to defuse the tension and
restore law and order, King Hussein vis-
ited Ma’an on Saturday to meet with
ﬂﬂfﬁcﬂsmdhﬁ&llendm. After a
ﬂn-: stayheemerquwd:,eel:soldimﬂmt

ger' jon not listen to
theirymeldetsgemn‘ﬂtbalhmisaewnny,
there is security or there 15 not. We will
n?tsﬁd-alhwanypmytochallengelhat,“he

“If apything happens on the westemn
side of the river [Jordan],” he continned,
“there will be an exodus of Palestinians

signifying our end. Jordan wiil be fin-

ished. Everyone who (ries {0 stir hois

herew%beeonsideredaconspimu:
. ]:- :ﬂﬂm."

Prime Minister Abdul-Salam Majali

agwse&Shube_ila_t.presidemoftheEn.

@ S€Tmon in

On Friday, according to eyewitnesses,
a peaceful pro-Iraq march ended in riots
when policemen threw tear gas at the
demonstrators and fired live ammaoni-
tion, resulting in the death of a 23-year-
old university siudent.

The government, though, disputes this
version of events, and has accused “in-
filtrators, sabotenrs and the fifth column™
as being behind the violence. uties,
notables and political activists,
rgject the government version. as do
many of the city"s inhabitants.

While condemnin ggt::dﬁm 12 parlia-
mentary si a petition on
Monday calling on the Hompwto look
inlo the possibdity of impeaching and
masmmqg thefminister of ate.nor for

handling of protests in Ma'an ang
{\mman-.adding!ilﬁ:thrdaﬁanshawthe
right to express their opinions regardi
U ey opini garding
 For the past two weeks, opposition par-
ties and professional associations have
been demanding the resignation of Maja-
li’s government, which they accuse of fo-
menting the crisis. The Ma'an riots Jent
fuel to the fire and in the immediate af-
&mﬂhmuun leaders lashed out at

government. accusing it of curbing
fresdoms. “The goverment should be
@sms;e@m;:i&sm&;:leofmn_
ti:u:fsuid. e

There wete also cafls for the lifting of
the corfew on M2 an, the withdrawal of

g.‘lfmf;_‘usulllciﬁﬁandmew-
release of Shubeilat, alonz with all
dua_inees.Shubeﬂmfaoes " of lase
majesté (insulting the monarch) and in-
stgating riots — charges that could lead
to threevyears imprisonment

Mz'an, & suonghold of pro-Hashemite
feeling since the eswblishment of the
state in the early 19205 has, during the
past decade, become me of a
thom in the side of the regime.

While the success of the UN secretary-
gena-al'smmionwdefusemehqicﬁ_

Deal of the week!!

sis might belp to calm Jordanian
political acuv:stsfor'there}nai_n adammm LEL2S
demands the dismissal 5sal of the prime- Rates per person i
minister and fmterior minister and the re- Bnp:h'anim
m'-of all detainees, incloding Sha- Cruises Full Board
King Hussein, too, remzins equally ad- BOOK NOW1!
amant, the wse of fome offer oly valid within this
against any paty which threatened the week for reservations tll
stability of the Kingdow: “1 have tokd s -
people a million times since 1970 that 25% discount
belong w0 a military establishment and i on food & beversge
anybody is against the regime and against | | if You buy your package
the nation, we will be against him ™ before Friday 5.00pm
Following the king’s visit the simation For reservations -
remained tense. On Monday rioe police Pyramisa Hotel Cairp
Surrounded ' the Professional  Associa- 60 Giza Street - Dokkd
tion's building to preveat a sit-in by law- Tel: 336079172/6/8
yers and engmeers. The pronesters want- Fax: 3361936

ed to express their sopport for Ma'
beilat, whose application for bail was
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Amendan publlc support for a strike agasnst Iraq isn't alt it was cracked up to be. Gamal Nkrumah interviews renowned intellectual

‘ﬁ'ﬂl@hﬁm

irag5

and peaoe actlv:st NoamChomsky about the chajlenges of the Amencan anti-war movement and expiores American opposition to war

Fi

point -
Itwasmtﬂ:e”ﬁva_n_im'clsm"p:-anm

ﬂ:eamomtwastme,bmn'ueatlhewmng
tme.

DoweseemSaddmﬂnmkingofamﬂu- |

?‘ha-e stmilarity
iz a o Noneg. thouigh “we.
should bear in mind that in comparison to Sad-

dam, Noriega was a minor crininal The main -

snm:lanty:sﬂmﬂmeUSalsosuomegsup-

and mostly committed while he was T

enough,
ontbeUSparroll.usﬂ:eme(ﬁawmhnd
enongh not to mention.

'IheUS:encuontoSaddamfallsmma.s&m; o

ilar pattern  The same is true of

valier, Mobutn, apd a long Bt of other killers -

" weorgt fearwas that he wonld ¢ what

'-ﬂ:cUShndJustdmeumama. of
 thie Jojat Chiefs of Staff Colin Powell warned
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" as they please.

and heve made it very clear that they require

noné,

- They contince to follow the principle an-
nounced by Secretary of State Madeleine Alb-
right, then UN ambassador, who informed the
Security Conncil during an eardier US con-

frontation with Jraq that the US will act “mulu-"

laterally when we can and unilaterally as we
must”, becapsge “We recognise this area as vi-
tal to US pational interesis™ and therefore ree-
ognise no external constraints.

InﬂleUSmdUK.sut.hqmonsarevma]
Iy excluded from debate. Consequently, suc
debateasmkesplme:sofhnlemgmﬁmnce—
and of no moral or légal significance — be-
cause it is based on the presupposition that the
US and UK are outlaw warmor states that act
In comparison with this omis-
sion, all others fade into insignificance.

One might mention a further point. Let us
imagine that the Security Coumcil were to an-

wonid apply w all siates. For example, &t
would apply to kran, which would therefore be
entitled to mvade sonthem fraq to sponsor a re-
bellion. As a neighbonr and the victim of such
Fraqi atrocities as chemical warfare, Iran would
surely have more 1ight to carry ont the wishes
of the Security Council than the two remote
imperiai states {which, incidentally, supported
the Iragi amrocities). Farthermore, Iran could
claim, probably with some vahdnty, that its -
vasion woald have a degree of local support:
the US and UK can make no such claim. For
Iz 0 camry out such acis would be out-
rageous, but far less so than the plans of the
two warrior stades. Needless 1o say, such ele-
mentary considerations could not possibly en-
ter public dscussion in the US and UK.

Can you give examples exposing the main-
stream media’s close collaboration with the
powersthatbe? - -
In the cases just mentioned, media sub-
ordination to official Washington is close 1o to-
tal ‘The fact is particulatly sigmificant because
ﬂlesubordinanonlsvolunmy not coerced as
in a otalitariap Stale or military dictatorship.
The media tolerate — indeed enconrage — de-
bate, but within very narow limils that ex-

clude afl crucial issues.
Can we succeed? Wil the cost 1o us be too
high? And so on. The media ise that US

plans are strongly opposed in the region, bat
that is considered to be meyely a problem to be
evaded, not a factor that shonld be taken into
account: The requirements of international Jaw
arenotevmapmblem.theydonotemst. Ba-
sic facts about the historical context and the

p:esmtmmnhavebemsofuﬂysuppmmd

Experts who aren’

or distarted that the ganeral public can have k-

tle upderstanding of the evolving situation, and
the fundamental issues relaring to the nse of
Torce are simply off the agenda.

How are Americans, like yourself, who
wanttoseea;nstmoluhonof&e[qucn—
organising the anti-war campaign? Do
youhavelmkswuthl\ﬁdﬂeEasﬂerngmnps
rotesting Washington's warmongering
policy"lsntaspontaneous;yraeoneerted
campaign and do you think that your pro-
tests will reslt iu any meanivgfuf change in
Washington's policy?
There is very strong popular sentiment against
the use of force. In part, its roots le in the anti-
war movement of the 19605, but these attitudes
extended more broadly ip later years.

Protest against US-backed temyor and atroc-
ities in Central America ip the 1980s weat far
beyond the protests of the 1960s in scale and
depth of engagement. It also had much deeper
Toots in the mainstream of Awmericap sociery.
The country is chaotic and disorganised. And
withoot access to major media, anti-war ac-
tivists have to develop their own ways 1o com-
mupicate and organise. But it is happening,
There are meetings and demonstrations all
over the comniry, some taking place right at
this moment, more planned forcommgdays

One can gam a fair sense of the pogﬂ:
mood from the televised meeting at Ohio
Ubiversity on 18 Febmary, when the Clioton
administration made its first attempt to pit its
case before the public. The location was se-
lected because the acdience there was ex-
pectaed 1o be supportive and passive. That was
far from the case. as viewers observed.

Washington's reaction is instructive: the con-
clusion drawn from the fiasco is that future
events must be carefully 'pmgammed“ to
avoid the danger of independent questoning
and discussion. In geperal, even though central
issues can scarcely be raised and essential facts
are distorted or simply suppressed, the popula-
tion recognises that adminisiration claims have
Little merit -— even within the parrow grounds
of public discossion.

ition 10 the coming war is substantial
and growing. It is mostly Jocal, with very limit-
ed national Jinks, and virmally no international
connections. In panicular, connections with
the Middle East, even with Iraqgi dissidents in
exile, is almost nonexistent. Whether the do-
mestic and interpational protests will have an
effect on US policy cne cannot know. It de-
pends very much on their scaje and intensity.
If the US and UK nevertheless proceed (o im-
plement their designs, it is more than likely
that they will make a terrible sifuation even
worse.

- The peace
f_a'ctor

The myth that American anti-war sentiments
bhave fajled to attract widespread support was
shattered last week in Ohio. Tbewnrld
watched on Cabie News Network (CNN]J as
US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright was
visibly shaken and humiliated by the shonting
. and posturing of Viemam-style anfi-war

. m&m;OhioSmUnivu:‘l:ty.

C rough treatment of Albright doring the -
televised debate was a remander that anti-war
campaigners in America are as powerfuol 2
STOUP as ever. Anti-war protesters displayed
banners declaring, “Monica says make love not
peace,” in demonstrations in front of the White
House Iast week.

The televised, “town hall” style debate tumed
ugly as Albrght’s bawkish stand was

and loudly di by protesters.
Ohie was chosen as the site for the town hall
meeting becanse 1 is one of the most
politically and socially conservative states in
the US — a proper venne for the Clinton
administration o rally sapport for 2 strike
agains; Iraq. Instead the backfired,
showing the world how divided American
public fon is on the isspe.
The political baitle ¥ines are drawn.
Americans have secn this before, during the
Viemam years and the Somalia debacle where
dead American marines were dragged through

- the streets of the Somali capital Mogadishu.

 The ant-war campaigners were vociferons
once again when the US fired entise missiles
into Iraq in 1993.

"Fhere is no consensus on how to respond to
the latest deal brokered by United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan between the UN
and Irag. The reaction pationally has been to

. condemn Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and

. demand his compliance with UN resolutions.
But many Americans are leery about the use of

force to make him comply.

Anti-war demonstrations havebemhelgsdaﬂovcrAmuica

during the past two weeks. “These are mostly spontancons

and uncoordinated. We have an ad-hoc coalition of anti-war
forces,” said Louis Kampf, professor emeritus at

Massachusetts Instinnte of Technology (MIT) who heads the

fonr-year-old Boston Peace Commitice on the Middle East.

“Jews, Christians and Muslims work together in our

committee. Some 500 Muslims marched through

Cambridge, Massachasetts today.™
Opposition to Washington’s aggressive policies is found

across the American political spectrum — not jost among

the far left. However, these disparate anti-war gronps ofien
refer to each other's activities disparagingly and they
o;lr:_mlylackmty Someevenaweartobehosulctoeach

Among the most active anti-war ign groups in
America are the National ation for Women (NOW),
Earth First and Hands Off Iraq. But perhaps the most active

g;roupismeln:ernanonalAcuonCenue headed by former
United States Attorney-General Ramsay Clarke, who bas
emugedasthemostvomfaonsanu-warcampmgnermd:e
US in recent years.

For a thriving democracy, there are few focus
gruupstoamuinwhatpeopleinAmeﬁmllywanus
far as the Iraqi crisis is concerned. “But, there is a national
phone-mcampmgn, Kampf said. “One thing that the
mainsfream media hardly mentioned is that all seven
Americap cardinals and several Roman Catholic bishops
officially protested Washington's warmongering. Indeed,
fouroflheseblsmsareonhnngersuikeunnlthemsmw
peacefuily resol

‘Washington bas spoken of the Iraqi threat to Israc] and
omaMiddleEammtdm.butham‘tdonemuchto
explain just how Iraq poses 4 threat to America. There are
few lefist groups that highlight the sofferiog of the Iragi
people caosed by the UN embargo.

“Many Americans are beginning to question the vak
ofWashmgtonssta:ememsmregmﬂsmupholdmgme
dignity of the UN while refusing to pay the millions of
dollars it owes in arrears 10 the world body,” Deidre Smnot,
chief organiser of the New York-hased International Action
Centre, told The Weckfv. “Washington cannot brandish
anti-war Amegicans as trajtors because a strike against Irag
is itself imimical to US interests.”

Sinnot pointed out that the Gulf War and the ensuing
sanctions have had adverse health effects on both Amerjcan

meonlhense[mlraq] Lenkcmna:supbySGpe.rmand
there is & shortage of cytotoxic and other drags used to meat
cancer patients in Iraq. Access 1o medical cans bas been
severely cuntaifed by the sanctiops in Irag. Access is down
by?Opu‘emtmnualImqandeeroemmmbanm
lmqsmmanonal:solauonandﬂerNblockademakesn
difficalt for us to have free discussion and debate with Iragi
scientists and medical officers. The use of depleted uranium
bullets, two and a half times denser than steel, has resulted
in complicated heajth problems for Iraqis and American
troops alike. Deple:edmamumlsamajormseofﬂn
so-called Gulf War syndrome,” Sinnot said.

Those Middle East expests, those think-tank soldiers...
Do they know where Iraq is? James Zogby wonders

Ihsve,dnmgihcpastfewwed:s,beenm—
manmbuof lm:a!debatesﬁ

For the most paxt (there were some excep-
tions) these individuals knew very litle about
¥raq 25 a country and even fess about the Arab
world as 2 whole. In fact, some of these pec-
ple had only discovered that they were “Iraq
‘in the - midst of either the coxrent cri-
sis or the last Golf War. ..

For example, I recall an mcident doring the
1991 confhct 1 was at NBC-TV to par-
ticipate in a- televised discussion on Saudi
Arabma Mypm:nmzsmmmewzs:
m‘bedasa"MiddleEastexpm“ Purng oar
conversations, X leamed that, not only had he
pever been to.Sandi Arabia or Kuwait, be had

pever visited any Arab country. He assmred
me, however, that ke had stucied Arab pol-

g . Lo o
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icies m Tel Aviv.

This #s not at il an exceptional occurrence.
While a few “Arabists™ still remain in govern-
ment, Middle East policy is increasingly being
made.andtbcmdd]el-‘astpollcydehmecon-
ducted, by experts who have had no direct ex-
pmennemthAmbmunmes.Arsbpeopleor
Arb history before anammg govern-
ment positions, These are “experts” for whom
history begag in 1948, who never heard of the
Hussein-McMahen A, t, who conldn't
name a country with a Shi’ite population other
than Jran, who bave no understanding of why
ar bow Arabs in one statc are affected by the
circumstances of Arabs in another, who don’t
know that there is 2 “Kurdish question”. who
have not stndied Islam... but who, none-
theless, shape policy based on what they
learned in the Jast crisis.

. What bappens when “cxperts” become “ex-

. their knowledge has no
context. As a result, their analysis is all too

. often fliwed. Many of the individuals 1 met

over the past few weeks (former Reagan and
Bush administearion offictals) could not un-
demudwhymhermabswouldcue.mm

gmﬁcantway.abontﬂmfsleofdlelraql

P?;plhethmhngofmostpohqnmkmhaq

is discnssed ag if it existed in a vacuum, with-
out any history before Saddam Hussein and
withom any connections 1o Arsb and Islamic
history. Said one of these analysis {a former
Bush admipistration official) “we can deal
with like we dealt with Afpghanistan™ or,
a former Reaganite, “just Jike we of-
sanised the democratic opposition in the Phi-
ﬂppmes and Nicaragua, we can organise an
external opposition to overtitrow Saddam ™
Clearly the desire o end the rule of the re-
gime in Baghdad is commendable, but, if the
people plabning it sec parallels with Af-

ghanistan, Ni or the Philippines, it is
nothylhseﬂ'm‘thasfaﬂedsoﬂS—
erably

Soms m the Arab world and the Arab-
American commmity point to the }Pre—
ponderanceofAmenmn]cwsmmostn the
key positions shaping Middle East policy.
The complaint, of course, is that there is a
gross imbalance in the composition of the
ovmﬂpohc}mmand.mthdm.afcamd
Iack of sensi to Arab concerns and an un-
derstandmgofAmbmhty Bat this problem
is more wi than the government; it
prevails in the “think-tanks™ as well. In fact,
four of the major establishment foreign policy
“think-tanks™ have Middle Bast programmes
headed by American Jews. This leads to for-

ther skewing of the Middle East policy debate.
When the media wants (o discuss the issues of
the region, they go either to the government,
to former government officials or 1o the think-
tanks — t.bey are the “experts”. Arasb-
Americans, ont.heothm'hmd,ueallmﬁn-
quently viewed as mere partisans or ad-
VOCRLES,

But the real problem is deeper than the ex-
clusion of Arab-Americans from
posts in the US, the dominance of the Jewish
community, of even the demise of the “Ar-
abists™ and the traditional foreign policy es-
tablishmenL
At the root of the distortion in the US Mid-
dle East foreign policy debate is the fact that
US policy in that region is shaped more by do-
mestic electoral politica} constderations (votes
and donors) than by a Jong-term assessment of
US interests and how besi to protect them,
This is why it i3 vital for Amb-Americans to
organise and mobilise in US politics. As we
do, we will be in a better position, not cnly to
help ourselves bur vo help save lives in the
Arab world and to belp save the US fom
flawed policy options and actions that are det-
rimenral to oor mterests and oor alties.

The writer is presidemt of the Washington-
based Arab American Institute.
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6 Iraq

Europe hails Annan’s
‘great achievement’

Annan’s apparent success in Baghdad is being seen as a vic-
tory for French diplomacy, writes Safa Haeri from Brussels

On Monday, the European Union
(EU) welcomed the resulis of UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annman's rwip
to Baghdad as a “grent achievement”.
But at the same time, the EUJ wamed
that Iraqi President Saddam Hussein
“must not be allowed to defy the in-
terpational community in the future.”
“We present our thanks to the sec-
retary-general of the United Nations.”
commented Robin Cook, British for-
eign secretary and the current chair-
man of the EU’s ministerial commis-
sion, adding that the deal in Baghdad

the “firm stand™ of both Security
Cooncil and EU members.
Paris, which alongside Moscow and

laying the roar of America’s “Desert
Thunder™ over Iraq, also welcomed
the agreement.

“From the outset, France promoied

could be found for this presidental
sites crisis.” a French Foreign Min-
istry statement said.

Annan’s enterprise.” added Foreigp
Minister Hubert Vedrine, echoing his
British couprerpart’s cautious op-

President Jacques Chirac, who pro-
vided his personal plane for the “per-
ilous and riskbouad” trip by Annan to
Baghdad. warmly congratulated him
on his retumn 1o Paris when he dined

Moscow’s stake

Russian President Boris Yelwsin on Tuesday urged the United
Nations Security Council’s four other permanent members —
the United States. Britain, France and China — to stand be-
hind the accord reached on the Iragi inspections crisis by UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan in Baghdad.

In telephone conversations with Aonan, French President
Jecques Chirac and British Prime Minister Toay Blair, Yeltsin
stressed the need for sofidarity in order to ™ " the re-
solts of the accord, reached in Baghdad by Anman and Fragi
president Saddam Hussein. Yeltsin described Annan’s deal as a
success, and Annan in tum, praised Yeltsin's and Russia’s crit-
ical role in resolving the Iragi crisis. Annmspet:tﬁcallypmsad

The ties between Russia and Iraq go back 2 long way. In-
deed, they have been among the most of re-
lationships in this volatile region. The close link between
Moscow and Baghdad extends back to the former Soviet Un-

jon. It was typical of relationships between a superpower

at the Elysee Palace. “I think this is
an agreement.. that the Iraqis will
stand by,” Annan said afierwards.

In Paris, as well as in many Eu-
ropean capitals, the deal was inter-
preted as a personal victory for botl
Chirac and Arman.

“There is no doubt that French di-
plomacy has achieved a great victory
by relentlessly insisting on the pri-
macy of pegotiations over cannons,”
a Eworopean diplomat twold Al-Ahram
Weekly. “And for his pari, the sec-
retary-general also took a risk, since
could not have been secured withowt the failure of his mission would have
jeapordised his position.”

“Annan would not have signed [the
agreement] if he was not sure that it
Cairo, played a sigpificant role in de- satisfied the demands of the perma-
peat members of the Secority Comn-
cil, particolarly the Americaps.” said
the diplomat Highlighting the im-
portance of the “ground work™ laid
the idea that a diplomatic solution by France, in addition to Russia, Tur-
key and Egypt, he added that despite
SOme press reporis,
been much difference between Paris

“France welcomes the agreement and Washington on essential matters,
and has complete confidence in Mr including the necessity of all sites be-
ing visited by UN

And briefing hundreds of journalists
al the end of a bectic day, Cook not-
ed that if Saddam had “climbed down
from his demands™ and agreed to “un-
limited, nnconditional and repeated . _ i :
inspection of all the sites™ by the UN - ;
inspectors, it w:;sJ “because of the An[raqlhoysltsbeﬂemasoldnrandammholdmgupapomﬂdhudmts:ddmﬂusunna@mﬂaﬁmﬁmwmmhﬂdﬂw
pressures put on him.”

inspectors.

there had never

on Tuesday (oholo: Reulsrs)

which supplied aoms and 2mmuonition and a medium-sized re-
gional power that has substantial reserves of oil and an aboo-
dance of patoral resoarces. The old Soviet Union was in-
stumental in developing Iraq’s rapid industrdalisation and
socio-ecopomic development programme.,

The special relationship between Moscow and Baghdad suz-
vived the upheaval of the collapse of the Soviet Union. Indeed
it was strengthened after the Iragi invasion of Kuwait and the
subsequent United Nations embargo on trade with Irag. Bagh-
dad tumed to Russia for trade in goods amd services that were
denied it by the West. Russian scientists helped keep Iragi in-
dustrial projects going. Russia also supplied key spare parts to
beleagured Iraq

The key to the longevity of the Russian-Iraqi friendship has
been the special refationship between the aging Communist
leaders of the former Soviet Union and the young Iraqi hot-
head, exiled in Cairc, who later took over power in Baghdad.
The Soviets spotted Saddam Hussein early and marked him as
a potential Arab leader who exhibited great Jeadership qual-

ities. They courted Hussein, the young political exile in Gamal
Abdel-Nasser’s Cairo of the 1960s. Perhaps it was Huossein's
aﬂemptstoemulateNassenhuﬁmmughtﬂ:eSoweteyes
The Soviets backed him because they saw this rising star,
Hussmn.muun.nnnedmdleSowetsforhelpasrehab!eal-
Lies even thongh be nuthlessly persecuted Iraqgi Communists at
bome. Just as the Soviets signed special friendship agreements
with Nasser's Egypt, so they signed a similar agreement with
Saddam Huossein's Irag.

With Nasser's death in 1970, the Soviets began to look for

alterpative leaders in the Middle East with whom they could

do business. By the time Hussein came to power in 1979, it
became clear to them that Iraq was the country in the region
that offered the best
Soviets. The Russia of President Boris Yeltsin has been equal-
Iy enthused about a close relationship with fraq for moch the
same reasons. fraq, after all, is geographically closer to Russia
andﬂncounmesoftbefnrmerSovthmonﬂ:ananyother
Arab conntry. -

of trade and commerce for the’

Russia's role in brokering Annan's deal was crucial, underhmng Moscow’s dec-
ades-long relationship with Baghdad, writes Abdel-Malek Khalil from Moscow

Russia traditionafly was given the plum construction and in-
dustial projects in bag. But Rassia never objected to the
meowasmsmngmunlnqsbmm:yaslongasnhad
the Hon's share. -

'Ihﬁewuashmtpmodofunmmtyaﬂermeum
States and Britain started to court Baghdad after relations be-
tween the West and Iran deteriorated sharply in the aftermath
of the 1979 Islamic Revolution. But Saddam kept his old
filends in the Kremiin assured of his Joyaity. A key Russian
pasomlnywhohelpedwkeepthespecwlrelanonshlpgmng
‘was the cumrent Russisn Foreign Minister Yegveny Prunakov,
a repowned Arsbist who is familiar with the region. The two
countries decided to over the tension thar arose gver the
issue of the steady wrickle of Iragi political exiles 10 Russia.
Saddam Hussein even fonded the first primary and secondary

" Arabic and Islamic school in Russia,

Thetwooounmasxgmdmdeageememswmthﬂl bif-
lion in the last two years, and Iraqi debts mkmaarees-
timated to total some 57 billion.
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E‘Cf"m“gy'gym__ 2 2 2 ‘who held court in Dubara, Palsice at ofice inspired curibstty; . """
| sresentment and fascination among Egyptians. Thuswasespeetaﬁy-
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Cromer’s successor, Sir Eldon Gogst, was replaced
by Xitchner. However, dmcmcmnsmnnesofsm-
cession and the swmounding in each of
these instances could not bave been more different.

Under Cromer, pasticularfy after Abbas Helmi It
assumedtbekhedivaldrone.lensimsbetweennn-
baraandAbdmmuldnothavebeenwmse.Each

side msed every weapon at its disposal. Cromex
relied on the power and oftheBnnshEm—

When Gorst took over fram Cromer, be intro-
ducedaradwaﬂydxﬁ'mstyleofadmxsmm
even if the eads remained the same. In contrast [0
hmw.wﬂmﬂﬂlﬁwlm
berween ihe high commissioner and the kiedive ag
the “age of entente”. Indeed, there may have been
an entente berween the two palaces, bat oot be-
tween (he British and the Egyptian people. And the
wi]yGotstleﬁd:ekhedwejustenoughropeloW'
mit him to strangle the nationalist movement and
then to hang himself.

InanatwmpttodewﬁbeGmnsﬂyhdgm'ﬂ“‘
ment, Al-Ahram wrote, “The only difference be-
tween the policy of confrontation and the policy of

amopg thess were the ¢ou-

Al-Ahram moumed the fate of the country under
Gorst's rule. *His spixit has infected all branches of
government and has become the stamdard for polit-
teal conduct Slander, calummy, intriguee, nepotism
andfavommmhavegmwnnfcmdhaveh]led
the spirit of justice and equity.” It continnes, “Do
you 1ot see how divided our nation hes become un-
der Gorst, how our soul has been debased and our
wnjty severed. The spirit of discord has even in-
fected owr courts where Christians reject the rul-
ings of Muslim judges and Muslims zppeai the rul-
ings of Christfan And both Maslims and
Chyistians twm to the British who enconrage and
almost land this internecine fighting.™

It was in October 1910, however, that news be-

gan w circolate of the high commissioner’s failing
hmld:.Ewi:ntly,whilcabmaddmngﬂJesmnmﬁ
holiday, Gorst avinced the symptoms of having
suffered a stroke. Al-Ahram reports, “He is mmable
to move his right hand and can only walk with the
assistance of his servants Reports from England
confirm that his health has improved considerably,
but it is doubtful tat he will be able o continue (o
serve in Egypt for much Jonger and it has been
conjectured that he will retire out of consideration
for his health.™ Suddmly.pubhc_a!wnnomandm
of the press, shified from criticising the current oc-
mpamofDubﬂlaPalwetowﬂaﬁngonwhohis
teplacement might be.

At about that time, as AlAhram reports, “there
have been endless rumours that the British gov-
ernment intends 1 appoint Kilchner 1o replace
Gmﬁasitshigh_co%onermCaho.“Anim—
portant explanation for the mmots were reports
of Kitchner's plaps o visit Cairo, Cerlainly the
khedive must have been alarmed. At kis prompi-
ing, Ismail Abaza travelled to England in order to

with the members of parliament who close-
ly followed Egyptian affairs and to advise them
of the dangers of this choice. “Lord Kitchner is
known for his military stricmess and severity.
quahueswmchm'enotsnmbletothcmskofad-
ministrating EZypt's political affairs, which, in-
stead, requirc leniency and forbearanca.™
wanaythefwsbehmdsuchpremammﬂ
tions, Remers wrole, “Lord Kitchner's visit 1o

Cairo this winter is in a parely personal capacity.™
If anything, such reassurances only fired further
speculation. However, Al-Ahram, for ils part, tend-
ed 10 believe the Reuter's report. Kitchner’s status
in London was superior o that of the posilion of
high commissioner in Cafro, it argued. “To the
British govermment, a military man such as Lowd
Kmhnensfarmomnmpmmthanameregovem—
ment bureaucral. That is why appointed him
m!.heCommmeeoft!nDefenceofﬂnEmpne.an
appombment that reguires his presence in London
If his visit to Egypt bas any political purpose at ajl,
i_tlsmsmdymeamofBrmShnnpmalcb-
ence
Gorst’s retumn to Egypt in November 1910 Laid
these rdmours to rest — for the time being. Kirch-
ner's visit went abead according to schednle, and
one can picture the stk contrast his robust vigour
must have made against the pallid incombent of
Dubara in the many official receptions accorded to
Kitchner. While in Cairo, Kitchner met with high-
ranking Egyptian officials — pot least among
whom was the kbedive — as well as prominest
membersofd:eBrmsheumnnmty
In July 1911, Gorst’s failing health forced him to
leave for England again. “There is little hope that
he will be able w0 retumn to Egypt in order to re-
smneh:smsponsibilmesagam_ commented Al-
Ahram. Meanwhile, reports in the British press re-
sumed predictions regarding Gorst™s successor.
The Daily Telegraph wrote, “We have leamed
from highly confidential soarces that His Royal
Highness government has decided to appoint Lord
Kitchner as successor to Sir Gorst.” Tha
Madannmmced.“l.mdl{ltchnerlsmmp!me&r
Eldon Gorst as Britain's ageqt and consul-general
in Egypt Kitchner's Jengthy experience in Islamic
countries, and ly in Egypt. where he
servedascommmder-gmalnfmeanmdfmms.
Fu;ha’l?ymdmg o o |
posL” 10 one Rewter’s dispatch,
mamembﬁofpmhmmlaskedslrﬁdwa:d
Gray whether these mpmwmmthefomgn
mmmsponded,"l ﬂppmmyf;gm-
the government’s exireme regrets Sir
Gmt’si]lmwhlchwmprwmﬂnsrmunm

. “Lord roany
whether they liked it help but feel that the office of

_ proved portentons, To everyone’
Reaters reported that his royal highness did not heanivedmAlmx{;’aahmm:

& But against the khedive's
the British twemmam

ﬂﬁmmgMOverd:e

.' mmwhﬂhermﬂ:eﬂousem
- ons and the British press, or in
Egypuan political cm:ls and the

press.
y In the House of Commons session
-ofmluly 1911, MPMcNealasked
. the British foreign

) el civilialginell:':

acter as been mnder Sir Eldon
Gﬁmwmﬂanmeamﬂmnsucmmmor-
ganisational

I‘almhl:f,ghbmonemot
COmEissioner
shouldnotbeg:mdloasolcﬁer Kitcher’s ex-

m@lﬂﬂlmsmemnﬁdmne!ifﬁmh—

13, becanse, ner, sﬁllaba:ﬁdorupunmen.wemmany Ro-

long as the  mours circulated of 2 le bride
13 MBmshfm!ymdmmgmmaﬁﬁTmam
false.lﬂﬂmgﬂﬂiumlnobsmw,“ﬂv-
idently, Lord Kitchner, even as be embarks o 2
pohumlcamﬂ'lssuﬂamﬂm:ymnatmm

KhedweAbbas,ontheoﬂnrh_md,coqld_mtaf- !efusstomanybmnsehebelmesdm

e
mgﬂlemeforhlsmhaanushhghm
stoner, Ensuing events bore out the direst -

dlmons.l'!is pohcnswwmﬂspoln-
ical
e ¥ advumes,nmblyﬂ:ekhedwe.enmdhm
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One bright morning in June 1947 my -
mother woke up and exc]aim;-g’..' '
g‘mal'?tufthouglmWemgning -

My father had died five years
fore, Jeaving us well taken care of fi- §
, though not rich. My eldest _

¥

E

B

As soon as we setiled in oar pew -
premises, the entire family began 2n

rusalem. The postman came 86 know
as by name, and nearly every day he
would smilingly call 1o deliver one

mmofthewoﬂdandmponrhomes? .
Heifa, where 1 was bom and spent my eaddy
memories. it

combining both movxatain sea air. s scen-

i Jovel of the houses rose higher - tapght kindergartcn
= . Do uvei"ltthemskofhonsgkeepingandeooﬁng.m

thon three storeys, allowing everyone o enjoy

_ the gorgeous panorama. "
we queued at bus stations and [ re-
member the decorons manner with which the
ea  police officers directed ‘the flow of the cars,

-+ There were public gardens. playgromds, tennis

Traffic was vesy well

courts and beaches. All were kept clean and
foning. Our school, Notre Dame de Naz-

"areth, was built on the mountain slope, sur-

rounded by hiage trees whick we used to climb

" mischievoasly to hide from the nuns and their

Myfa:hcréwmdaploiofldonﬂ::slopeof

Mount Carmel, planted mainky with olive trees,
with a few scattered citrus and carob trees. There
was also a house and small shack for

two-storey :
the keeper. We did pot actually live there, bot
retited 1t to a Jewish family. Before coming Lo
Egyp, we lived for a few years in Nables owing

L 't my father's work. .However, whenever we

were in Haifa, we visited oor tegapts and played

" " on the swing my fatber had instalied on the low-

er porch. .

The climax of course was May 1948. The Z5-
onists took over our beantifl couniry and in Cai-
1o we suddenly found durselves destitate. The

transfers that we had arranged

. regular monelary

from Haifa came abruptly to a stop. The problem
- of fesding nine people — six growing children
-with very healthy appetites — was no simple

Believin, glhiswbe_h-tempomyepisode.we
started by selling mother’s jewellery. One by one

" her jewels were sold but still no silver lining ap-

peared on the horizon. We then set about. each in

" his or her own way, to find a solution. My math-
. ‘er, who pormally sewed our dresses, becarne a

.dregsmaker, sewing first the uniforms for our
school, then accepting clients at home. Aida left
her facolty and tavght in two different schools,
also doing secretarial work in the evenings
Whenever his time permitted, Faronk worked in

" a pharmacy during the day and paid home visits

in the evenings  give injecticns, My aunt
i and my grandmother took

nuns at onr school very kindly and discreedy al-
lwedeSiManiqllmﬁrﬁshourmdia “go“:l'-
out paying tuition fecs. During the summer hol-
idays. we all worked. The twins, Souhail and
Amal, painted weoden toys in a toy factory,
while I helped 2 newly-established shop with its
advertising ign. | was given an old Rem-
ington typewriter (with the letter Q missing), a
few cartons filled with envelopes, the Whe's Who
In Egypr and the Middie East book, and 10ld 1o
1ype out the names and addresses found therein. I
wag paid the cxorbitant amoumt of half a piastre
for every four typed envelopes. Quite a score —
ope Egyptian pound for every eight hmdred
typed envelopes!

‘My mother firmly believed in higher education,
and she also beBieved in prioritics. Men came
foremost in 1his respect. She held the opinion that
they are the bread winners and must be “armed
with al! the ipment Lo ensure a bap-
py and comfortable life for their families,”
whereas women oo their husbands for
their livekhood. Therefore her danghters, falling
under the second category, worked. while the
boys went to iumiversity. We did not feel we were
making a sacrifice, nor were We epvious of owr
brothers and cousin, but took oor mother's argn-
men; for gramed and did as required. _

Eventually, the male members of owr family
graduated from upiversity and each found a job
in his field. Ovr financial situation eased consid-
erably, and Amal regained her ambition to be-
come a painter. She went 1o Les Beaux Arts fo
further her swdies, got involved with a political

and landed in jail for (wenty eight months.
Upon her release she accepted a job with FAQ m
Libya and from there mavelled and seuled in Par-
is 10 pursue her artistic ambitions. )

We all led a normal Life, excepi for occasional
Jjolts. One such incident concerned my brother
Soahail and his residence viss. Palestinians, like
all foreigners, were required (o obtain an anaual
residence visa, One of the clauses in the applica-
tion necessitated a wrirten letier from his enyploy-
er. The time for the renewsl of the visa coincided

Samia Abdennour
I | I recalls the

diaspora of her
family 50 years

, ago, its impact on
her as a child and,
later, as a mother

with a time when Souhail was not on good terms
with his superior. The later seized the op-
portunity and wrote a letier to the effect that Son-
hail was not in the least indispensable. This re-
sulted in rthe Passpont Authorities issming an
order for Souhail's deportation within a few
days. It was a catastrophe! We argued our state-
lessness and pleaded with the anthorities, but o
no avail. As a Iast resort, Souhail sent 2 telegram
o President Nasser owtlining his case, where-
upon the order was cancelled and the visa im-
mediately granted.

Shortdy afterwards, Souhail went to Lebanon in
search of work. He applied and obtained Leb-
anese nationality, based on his argtnent that we
werte part of a Lebanese family bearing the same
surname, He then accepted a job in Doba, Qatar,
which he left after three months 10 join cousin
Chibly in Kowait. Retuming 1o Lebanon, he got
married and seuled with his wife and two chil-
dren, only to be ousled once again during the
Lebanese civil war. He now Jives in Jordam.

Farouk was gquite content living in Cairo, until
the emigranion buy hit his family — wife and two
sons. To comply with their nagging, be applied
and obiained his emigmtionp papess o Canada,
but assared everybody he was coming back. He
accompanicd the family to Montreal. but with the
exception of his vounger son, Nadir, both his
wifc and elder son disltked hife in Montraal and
refurned 1o the safety of Egypl and its people.
While belping Nadir settle in his pew sur-
roundings. be discovered that he had very ad-
vanced lung cancer. He returned to Cairo for one
week, straightened his finances, allotting all his
material possessions 1o his family, bade us good-
bye and returned to the hospital In Canada where
be passed away.

Aida is married 1o an Egyptian and lives in Par-
is where, before retiremen e t, guheml:ll:iam
portznt positon at UNESCO. Oor
away ten years ago and is much missed by her
family and the Palestinian orgamisanons in Cairo
with which she worked. She had helped organise
and supervise workshops where youmg girls did
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of dispossession

“Haifa, where I
was born and
spent my early
childhood, holds
many cherished
memories. It is a
Jewel of a city. It
extends from the
top of Mount
Carmel, sloping
gracefully to the
sea, combining
both mountain
and sea air. Its
scenery is lovely.
None of the
houses rose
higher than three
storeys, allowing
everyone fo
enjoy the
gorgeous
panorama”

LitY13 pawrByoN ooyl

FEBRUARY 1948

February 10: Haganah office
set up in US under name
“Land and Labour” for
recruitment of professional
military personnel (MAHAL).
February 14: Ben-Gurion
issues onders to Haganah
commander in Jerusalem: for
conquest of whole city and jis
suburbs

Febroary 18: Haganah calls
up men and women aged 25 -
35 for military service.
February 20: Ship ol
Independence arrives ar Tel
Aviv with 280 vohmteers
under oath to Haganah on
board, implementing policy of
illegal immvigration of military

Febrnary 24: US delegate to
UN says role of Security
Counncil regarding Palestine 10
kee;_) peace, not enforce

1

state even without backing of
an international force.

Source: Al-Nakba website;!
www.alnakba.org

knitring and needlework and also acted as inter-
preter whenever foreign delegations visited their
organisations.

Now, pearly 51 years have passed since our ar-
rival in Egypt and I feel exceedingly happy and
very loeky in many ways. Through mamiage, I
have acquired Egyptian nationality and Egypt bas
definirely become my home, so much so that,
when ] accompanied my huosband to Nigena in
1967, where he had accepted 2 temporary job for
wo years, [ becampe very depressed, in spite of
the fact that [ lacked nothing. I had my hasband
and three children with me, we lived in a man-
sion on the campus, life was comfortable, but 1
had a nagging feeling that I was living on quick-
sand. I felt again uprooted and made to live in a
country that was not my own. Luckily the two
years passed withoot any unpleasant incidents,
and we remmed to the comfort of home, family,
friends and to welcome the arrival of our foarth

My only regret is that our family is so dis-
persed. I have uncles and aunts Tiving in Leb-
anop, England, Switzerland, Honduras, Canada,
the US, Paris, Jordan, Syria and have lost contact
with most of them. 1 was pleasantly snrprised to
discover. two years ago, that the wife of the am-
bassador of Honduras was my cousin, whom I
had last seen in August 1947. 1 also feel sad that
my children hardly know their uncles, aunts and
cousins, which is a far cry from the happy, clan-
nish way we were broaght op.

Though, 1 thank my fucky stars for all the ben-
edictions with which I have been endowed, yet I
feel sad, angry and bitter at the injustice of life,
the barbarity with which Palestinians were and
are stll treated, the wasied lives of the millions
of dead youth, the grief of parems and widows,
the inhuman staie of the orphamed childven, the
oppression of the camp refugees. 1 cannot go
back to my homeland, 1 cannot retrieve obr pos-
sessions, I cannot claim our land, 1 capnot 1ake
my children hack to Palestine to share with them
my happy past and 1 cannot visit my father’s
grave in Haifa.

WewMIemmmmmwOMmaﬂsubjecﬁmbedonﬂﬁspage.Materialmybeaditedforlengmanddaﬂmnshomdbeaddressade.Anis.N-AhramWae!dy.GalaaSt..Cairo;Fax:+2025786089:E-maﬂ:mldy@ahmm.org.eg
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paradise
turns hellish

Indonesia invested its way into a deep financial morass. Weighed
down by Jakarta's crony capitalism, the country is finding it hard to
wade out, writes Gamal Nkrumah

To savour Indonesia’s mood, one must start with
the figures, though they tell half the story. In-
donesia’s entire economy in doliar terms is today
worth a mere one-fifth of what it was in 1996,
The Indonesian currency, the rupiah, has lost 75
}::lr cent of its value against the US dollar since

The rupiah fell 1o an unprecedented low of
9.600 against the dollar last weekend. Indonesian
Finance Minister Marie Mohamed announced
last week that he and Central Bank Indonesia
have been instructed to peg the rupiah to the
greenback. Indonesian President Subarto ordered
the immediate implementation of a
board to stabilise the rupich and beg his coun-
try’s currency despite stiff American opposition
to the move. Suharto’s proposed currency board
can only work if the Subarto regime has the dol-
lar reserves to make guarantees credible. But In-
donesia does not have such reserves. The In-
donesian currency fall has decimated the balance
sheets of Indonesian banks. 16 of which closed
down this year. Indonesia’s crippled banks can-
not meet their US dollar commitoents on the in-
ternational market.

A nightmarish scenario of political unrest and
economic collapse is in the making. Many an-
alysts doubt Indonesia’s instinitional strength to
impose painful economic and financial re-
stucturing, Few believe that Suharto will steer
Indonesia clear of political disaster. If the nastier
scenarios come about, Suhano and his henchmen
are sure to fall.

Indonesia, with its faltering economy, spec-
tacular bankruptcies and rickety banking system,
bas borne the brunt of Asia’s financial crisis. Re-
poris speak of people foraging in the equatorial
rainforest for food in the outlying eastern islands
of Kalimaptan, Sulawesi, Flores and Maluku
Drought. forest fires and environmental degrada-
tion have acceptuated the economic crisis grip-
ping the country. .

As the financial crisis worsens, political pres-
sures on the Subarto regime are intensifying.
Megawati Sukarnoputri, daughter of Indonesia’s
first president. Ahmed Sukamo, is the banned
leader of Indonesia’s main opposition party, the
centre-left Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI).
“The government is heading for disaster,” she
told Al-Ahram Weekly. Tt has clamped down on
political opposition and banned participation by
leading political figures. including myself. So
women — ordinary housewives — are leading
the struggle against the Subarto regime.™

Gandhism strikes back

With the Indian elections in full swing, Sonia Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi’s Italian-bom widow, continues to upset the

With only three political parties legally per-
mitted to partake in democratic elections, noa-
governmental organisations are ing the
fight for democratisation and political liber-
alisation. NGOs. including women’s organ-
isations such as the newly formed “Voice of
Concerned Mothers,” headed by Karima Lak-
asono, are also leading the spontaneous and na-
tionwide protests against rising prices and de-
teriorating living standards that are sweeping
across the 13.677 islands of the [ndonesian ar-
chipelago. The outiawed Indonesian Solidarity
for Amien and Mega (Siaga). a group formed
last year 1o jobby for the presidential candidacy
of Megawati and Amien Rais, the outspoken
leader of the inflnential Mohamediya Islamic
Movement, is spearheading the nationwide pro-
tests. Other groups such as the Legal Aid Foun-
dation. the Indonesian Humman Rights Associa-
tdon (PBHI), the Independent Committes om
Election Monitoring and the Institute for Stady
andd People’'s Advocacy are other Indonesian
ron-governmental organisations that are stepping
up the pressure on Jakarta,

Economic woes sparked social unrest and eth-
nic tension. A vicious wave of anti-Chinese ri-
oting has swept through Indopesia, Ethnic Chi-
nese form a small minority of three per cent of
the 205 million Indonesians, but the Chiness,
predominantly Christian or Buddhist, control an
estimated 70 per cent of the Indonesian economy
which has fueled resentment among the majority
Muslim population. The rioting and political un-
rest scared off Western and Japanese investors
and alarmed Indonesia’s creditors.

Suharto, 76, all political meetings
untif after the 11 March presidential election.
Rais and Megawatl separately announced that
they would accept candidates for the presidency,
which i5 to be decided by a 1,000-strong efecto-
ral committee dominated by Suharto hangers-on.
The Indooestan president is widely expected to
win pext month’s presidential election. “He took
power in 1965, slanghtering a million people or
more in a few months,” Naom Chomsky, the in-
ternationally renowned linguist and political
writer, told the Weekly. “The achievement was
openly applauded in the West, and he instanty
became a highly respected ‘moderate.” The rea-
son was that the “staggering mass slaughter.” as
the New York Times called it, brought 1o an end a
period of independent pationalism, and Suharto
proceeded to mm his coantry into a “paradise for

nvestors.”™

o et
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Indonesian police arrest Karima Lakasono — a leader of a women’s group which staged an illegal demonstration in downtown Jakarta on 23

February to protest against soaring prices of essential goods. Police broke op

25-day ban on street protests ahead of an indirect vote for the presidency in March (photo:Reuters)

Adds Chomsky: “The US provided him with
decisive military and diplomatic support as he
compiled a frightful record of torture and re-
pression at home, then invaded East Timor in de-
fiance of the UN Secarity Council 10 withdraw at
once, killing another several hundred thousand
people.”

Let us establish one important point first. It is
clear from the Indonesian currency crisis that the
private sector’s judgment has been inadequare.
In other words, Jakarta's crony capitalism has
failed the Indonesian people. Two months ago,
the International Monetary Fund pu: together an
Indonesian rescue package, but no IMF remedy
can cure the coantry’s economic malaise without
far-reaching reforms designed to shake In-
donesia’s economy free of the burden of bad
debts. The country faces difficulty raising the
working capital tequired to keep export in-
dustries going. The IMFs recent threat to with-
draw support for the $43 billion rescue package
bmus:dof political repression. and Suh::;o's

roposed cumency board pegging the rupiah to
?lle US dollar, is making mgeucets worse. ¥

Western investors contimied to provide short-
term capital to Indonesia even after it become
clear that a serjous crisis loomed large over Scuth-
east Asia’s largest economy. Thers is much re-

BJP’s plan to occupy the Congress Party’s historical space, writes Anand Sahay from New Dethi

sentment in Southeast Asia about the fact that
Western short-term investors pulled out when the
financial and economic system began to break-
down. The sorely-needed long-term investments
are not forthcoming and the short-term Western
and Japanese investments that precipitated the cri-
sis in the first place are now runuing completely

‘The military, Indopesia’s most powerful in-
stituion under the country’s newly-installed
army commander Gen. Wiranto, is consolidating
its hold on Subarto’s government jo the wake of
the rupiah's collapse. The Indonesian govemn-
ment may be obliged to take full responsibility
for bad debts and sell off assets. The danger is
that Indonesia’s troubles have political and ec-
onomic ripple effects throughout Southeast Asia
Politically, the massacre of ethnic Chirese in In-
donesia is certain to beighten ethnic tensions in
Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietam
where ethnic Chinese minorities dominate ec-
onomically. The predominantly Chinese city-
state of Singapore which lies. both economically

"and geographically in the heart of the region. is

also at risk. There are no satisfactory outcomes 10
Indonesia’s unresolved economic and political
problems.

“The social cost of the Asian crisis is very high

It is all over — bar the shouting — in
India’s 12th geperal election. The out-
come is 10 be imbued with
greater political significance for long-
term policy, and for society, than may
at first sight appear. In the five decades
since its independence, India has been
govemed by parties and politicians bav-
ing direct links with the basic ethos of
the comtry’s freedom movement

. 'Whatever their mutual differences, they
bowed to the centrality of Mahatma
Gandhi's perception that all Indians had
equal valve. Now has come knocking at
the gares of power a party whose his-
torical ancestors rejected the Gandhian
approach wholesale. Indeed, they
stayed away from the freedom move-
ment on account of their distance from
Gandhi.

The Bhartiya Janata Party (BIP)
stands for a view of Indiap nationalism
radically different from the modernist
outlook that emerged through the cru-
cible of the anti-colonial struggle. The
party, currenily the largest opposition
group in parliament, is widely regarded
as being Hindu chauvinist at heart. .

Stripped to its basics, the Gandhi
view was that all Indians must puil to-
gether if Brtish rule was (o be chal-
lenged. or a modern, economically
strong pation built. This meant differ-
ences in religion, caste. class, region
and Janguage had to be snbsmnedofundﬂ'
a wider and greater imperative. Of ne-
cessity, this view underlined the secular
motif in national life. This was only
patural, given the religious, lingmistic
and regional diversities of the country.
Clearly, democracy or republicanmsm 1=
India could not be alienated from sec-
ularism in public life.

For all their faults, mis-governance, of
alimitaﬁonofnnof stands g:‘;;cﬁ"f
the great issues e day, €5
exercising governmental coatrol op till
now have been mindful of Gandhi's
strategic belief. But the BIP has no use
for the Gapdhian approach. Yet the par-
ty has grown with sorprising mpxd:ty in

the past decade. Principaily, its rise co-
incides with uzd?smed efforts to pcor::“fe
Hindu potitical opinion mainly

basis of highlightmg social differences
between Hindus and Muslims while ex-
cluding from discussion their common-
ness in the Indian context. But ihe
strides the BIP has made would scarcely

have been possible if over the years dis-
enchantment with various facets of rule
by the Congress had pot built up. And,
like the Congress, the BJP seemed 10 of-
fer a “pational™ ideology. Only, this is
aimed at Hindu consolidation.

The BJP takes its cue from its foan-
tainhead, the Hindu ulta nationalist
party (RSS), which has existed since
1925 and has constanily challenged the
Mahatma's view of secing Hindus and
Muslires as equal childrern of “Mother
India.” Naturally, in doing so, it secks
to challenge the¢ basic coordizates of
governance and political articulation
that have prevailed in the 50 years In-
dia has been free.

The RSS and the BJP visualise a “po-
litical Hinduism.” something that has
only so far existed in the minds of a
few. Their opponents believe this is
quite img::sible, for in Hindnism there
are oo d codes of prayer. Nor do
Hindos have a common history or lan-
guage or social mores. Indeed, it is pos-
sible to be an atheist
and a Hindu This

in the course of the cument eleciion
campaign. From time to time, “com-
munal” riots scar the face of India, usu-
ally triggered by political actors.

The question in these elections is
whether the BJP is taking over. If this
were to come about, the BJP view of
nationalism and govermance would
move from the fringes to centre-stage.
With that would come overarching fp;y—
chological legitimacy, as distinet from
mere legal or constitntional acceptance,
which is the case with the BJP today.

The 12th Lok Sabha (parliament) is
both important and critical to the BIP's
purpose. If the party wins, it will be the
crowning of its Ayodhya campaign, and
the coming to frujtion of the brand of
nationalistn it has espoused without
much soccess so far. The party knows
only too well that if it cannot win this
time round — when the Congress, the
harbinger of independence and the
wielder of almost uninterrupted power
since then, is the weakest it has ever

been in its 100 years — it might be
forced to go back to the renches.

How good are the BJP's chances?

Notwithstanding the fact that the Hin-
du nationalist party is perhaps the best
organised and ran pofitical party in the
couniry today, its political support-base
remains too small to allow it form a
govemment. This is why the BIP has
devised a coalidonr strategy, roping in
small and big regional parties as alljes.

A BJP-led coalition viclory seemed
assured when elections were announced
a few weeks ago. The Congress lay
scattered, demoralised and short on
[eadership. The current mling coalition
of 13 regional parties seemed to com-

the protest and arrested three honsewives. Indonesia has issued a

and still rising,” said Michuae! Hanseane, director
general of the International Labour Office. which
groups govemment, labour union and employer
association representatives from around the
world. “Although precise estimates are difficult
to obtain, we know that several million workers
will be adversely affected. The emerging world
system should not tolerate and indeed camnot
withstand many more social catastrophes of the
scale we are witnessing in Asia.”

Hansenne was speaking at a meetinz of G-8 fi-
pance and employment ministers. The G-8 na-
tions -— Britain, Canada. France, Germany, Italy.
Japan, Russia and the United States — offered no
tangible rescee plan for Indonesia and other
Southeast Asian pations.

Tiuery financial markets in Asia, including In-
donesia, reacted negatively in the afiermath of
the G-8 meering. The rupiah closed lower than
ever agaipst the US dollar. Western analysts say
that what Indonesia, like the rest of Southeast
Asia, needs most now is working capital to keep

- its export-led industrial growth going. But the

counry’s podvate sector foreign debts stand at 2
staggering $70 billion. .o

For the time being Indonesia’s economy re-
mains dangerously pegged to political in-
stability.

mand 100 little national support to mat- 5008 Ghandi may yet save the Mahtma's India (ohoio: Aeutsrs)

ter. But much appears to have changed and natjonalism, appears to have vir-
since Rajiv Gandhi's widow, Sonia tually risen from the dead since Sonia

surprises, the only certainty at this stage
of the election is that India js heading

Gandhi, decided to lead the Congress Gandhi's arrival on the scene. It is pre-  for another  coalition sovernment.

Party’s campaign.
Indeed, the Congress, whose his-

by proffering a rival concept of nation

cisely this revival of Congress which
J has made the contest so enthralling this
torical space the BJP seeks to occupy  rime, full of dramatic highs and lows.

Nevertheless, and barring last minyte

Whether that government will be led by
the Congress or the BJP remains to be
seen., despite the world of difference -
that lies between these two possibilities.

mnksitdifgtl:lﬂt.if
not impossible, to
strait-jacket or define
Hinduism. All the
same, the basic ma-
rrix of BIP belief is
“hindutva™ or the

for more than 15 per
cent — are resen
as are vast numbers
of ondi Hindus
who are either con-
cemmed about the
country's  ecomomic
if a con-
tational ethos
were 10 take over as
the guiding spirt, or
plainly do not like to
be cooveried into
“political  Hindus.”
Confrontation has, in-

porth and south India
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i 2 ly-privatised
. * panies against

wulation and other
rent risks involved
obal finance,

active regulations
fecessary, writes
;am Rifaat
.

continues to pursue its prl-

ion programme which in-
the privatisation of 47

. pies in 1997,

wisation  of  state-owned
nies in 1998 includes put-
7 public sector emterprises
al“]e and soliciting inter-
investors
emership lm?;engmt
chase companies requiring
ed technology. upgraded
? and equipmeat and in
superior marketing skills.
1y oplmon. puvmsahnn in
reguires a review of the le-

- amework and enforcement

nism in order o provide ad-

protection for receatly
sed companies, as well as
tional economy, parucularéy

5% wake of the coliapse of

"] markets in  Southeast

[n this context. the People’s
bly issued 2 report warning
.. dangers accompanying the
f public enterprises to for-
. uyers, sales that could have

imenta]l effect- on the na-

© economy.
first is the concern that new

- @ay sell their ghares to a

which may conflict
Janonal security and sira-
interests. Second, investors
to be multinational com-
capable of concealing the
of their profits, thus mak-
difficult for the Egypiian

ment to claim retums.
- 1, there is concern [est the
|ge rate come under tre-
due to the

ro roueedsabmadby.

1 buyers.

finally, there is gennine
at new compamies will en-
.monopoly and, therefore,

e AN

wds. This, in tmm, will ad- .. - B
+ affect the Egyptian con- ~

sale of shares to foreign

should be accompanied by

wd regulatory systems.
are two main measures that
to be taken in this regand.
aofmaxmf imum limi;_sg;:tp ﬂ;ef
oreign owm
ould l;g: enforced. This
be considered a re-
)n ‘on foreign buoyers but
a regulatory procedure
does take place in many
ies. including the United
, Britain and Germany.
md, the transfer of own-

to foreign investors must -

ked to the ability of foreign
ors to introduce mew tech-
y. improve the gmality of
cts, enhance investment and
e exports.

new buyer should also
tee that will oot
asferred to a third party.

e these precavtions are tak-
dvatisation will be speeded
thout adversely affectung the
al economy.

is the editor-in-chief of
conamu- weekly magazine
iram Al-Iqtisadi.
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of the embassy in-
viding opportunitics USbumnessmEgygt,mi

think we will see an increase in direct investments
over the pext few years.

ago whu'ebodnheEgypuanandAmencansxdes
came away saying it was the best meeting they
ever had; There was a very free, open and heaithy
discussion of the specific reform measures the two
business compmmities felt woald be' inost helpful
in creating the right kind of business environment
The two sides felf the (Egyptidn) government was

" of onie mind with the etuncil in terms of the prior-
. mesandpmspeﬁsforswmgthoserefmmshap-

i

Secondly.ihe:ewasa ofmmdsonbe-

gmnmgtotametspecnﬁcUSbusmesssectmsas
mﬂydnectmvestmemxmtu

E

" might take place. In fact, I believe they have be-

gmm to develop something of a geme plan to start
.to move in this direction. 1. am happy to report that
things have really gotten off to a model start in
1998.

1 think this comncil, while having the confidence
ofthetwogovmmems,lsgomgtobeaverym-
portant catalyst for business development. It is
also going to be a very good reminder to [both]

that we have to keep going in oaor
own relationships. .

that e govu-nmem,mm
dxsmmonw:ﬂldl]:ns ] Council, has some -
ve'f%eoouncﬂhaslookédauhmemfomsmmrs

bk 2 ist firected fo
- contingent on US poficy in the Middle East. and

| f‘?%ﬂiﬁd\m&rm Egypt Danlet Kurlzer spoke to- Azlza Sallllon pro-
) lﬁmestnems in: Egypt, the role of the. Egyptian-American Presidentiat
> ___ehangesmUSpoﬁcytowardseconom:cass;slance

very edncated population and certain kinds of

working conditioms that are very conducive to this
kind of technology transfer.

You also have cenain problems which need 10
be overcome such as intellectual property pro-
tection. But I think that by focusing on sectors,
you czm also focus on what needs to be done to at-
tract investments. | am not at liberty to go into de-
tails but I am very confident we will have good
news in the foture.

A free-trade area between Egypt and the Unit-
ed States is currently being discussed by both
governments. Does the US have a concrete vi-
sion of what form an FTA can take?

Until now, discussions were fairly vague. Neither
side developed a very concrete vision. Bot what
bas deepened as a result of the Presidential Comn-
cil is that the business commumity in both coun-
tries now wants the governmenis to get serious
and talk about it.

This is not an easy issne for either coonrry.
There are constraints on both sides that will come
up in negotiations. But I can speak very confident-
ly for the US that, given the fact we are now being
catalysed by our business community to look into
this issue, we will begin to look at it very se-
riously. We will begin to formulate the issues
which must be looked into such as labour laws and
child {abour, as well as other kinds of issues. If
you look at NAFTA, some of the saome issues [as
in NAFTA] will come op here.

There is also the example of the FTA between
the United States and Israel where trade and
quantitative restrictions are totally lifted.

You lock at the different models and find out what
soits the two countries best.

" Every year questions arise in Egypt on whether

levels of US economic assistance will be de-
creased. Does the US have a concrete policy on
Egypt? Is it

mnweexpeetachangeinﬂ:ecurrentlevelsof
assistance?

The budget cycle in the US messenuaﬂyanannua.l
one. Sometimes will make appropria-
tions on a 1wo-year basis, and therefore, the for-
eipn assistance budget beconies hostage to an an-
nual badget debate, an annual budget submission

-and an annual budger legislation by the Congress.

That's not upusual, but it doesn’t represent any-

- thing specific to the Middle East. It certainly does

not represent any form of leverage or pressure. It’s
Jjust the way the budget process works in the Unit-
ed States.

]thmkthanbefacuhatwehavehadavmycon—
sistent ecomomic assistance pro vis-&-vis
Egypt over 20 years would indicate that even
though this is an ammual process, the long-term
policy has been pretty well preserved.

But there is a debate, which is very sericos now,
as to whether or not these levels can be sustained.
The US budget for foreign assistance has been
ﬂmﬂymppedbyCongrusmﬂ:ﬂ]eageementof
the administration At the same time, there are
more competitors for US foreign assistance both
inside the Middle East and outside. And so, there
willbeincmasedfocusantheas:l'llséamelevelsto
the two biggest recipients, Egypt Israel,

Over time, these es will be modified
more in the direction of trade supported by aid
From aid to trade is 2 model we are working at,
e it will have concrete expression as we begin to
reformulate the programme.

There is a general perception that a prospective
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THE EGYPTIAN capital market index
is still capitalising oa the long-awaited
offerings floated throngh
wo weeks. The index closed with 2 2.06
point increase during the week ending
'I'hmsday 19 Febrpary.

Misr Aluminivm’s six million shares
oﬁenng pushed the value of the com-
pany's transactions up
lion, compared 10 about half this figure
the pervious week. The offering was 1.5
times oversnbscribed. The strong de-
mand came despite concerns over the
foture performance of the company in
light of the expected rise in electricity

redoction of aid to Egypt is not totally divorced
from political circumstances and that it is
meant as a form of pressure to induce the other
party to toe the line,

There will be politicians on both sides who will
use the aid question for political purposes. but it is
important to realise that the aid level has remained
constant despite the fact that individuals within
the United States have sought differsnt pro-
grammes and different cuts. Fhe consisiency of
the approach [to aid] by beth the administration
and Congress is really what matters here.

There is also a genuine and healthy debaie in
both comniries over which kinds of assistance
should be focused on. This is quite different from
the perception of aid as a pressure point. Should
aid be developmental or a stimulus ie trade,
should it be cash or projects? These are healthy is-
sues for the rwo countries to debate.

What ip your view are the future directions US
mngmnc assistance to Egypi is expected to
e
It is too early to tell. We have to emter into a very
deep discussion throughout the Egvptian govemn-
ment, with the Ministry of Economic Cooperation
and also with a variety of other ministries we cur-
rently deal with. 1 think it is too early to give spe-
cifics, bt they will emerge in the context of these

Controversy has arisen in the national phar-
maceutical sector — and now the insorance
sector — over pressure exerted by multi-
national, particolarly American companies,
seeking immediate and folf liberalisation of
these sectors before the GATT-prescribed tran-
sition period is over. The American Embassy
played an active role in this by hosting a del-
egation of multinational pharmaceutical com-
panies last year which demanded the immedi-
ate opening up of the Egyptian pharmaceutical
sector to foreign investments. Sllould the US
t, the US Embassy and the US side
of the Presidential Council involve themselves
in such issues?
The awfuol answer is a 100 per cent “yes’. If I am
to be an ambassador advocating close commercial
and business ties, I will not exclude different sec-
tors, including pharmaceuticals and insurance. So.
in that respect, the answer is a categorical “yes’. It
is a proper role for me to play as an advocate of
American business and American business inter-
ests.

1 think there's been a lot of misperception about
what would result from a liberalised phar-
maceutical industry in Egypt. There are studies
done by the American pharmaceutical industry in
other countries thai clearly indicate that freer com-
petition in a2 more privatised industry does not
lead 1o an increase in prices. What it does is pro-
vide a steadier stream of high quality products 10 a
population that is in need of it There is 2 misper-
ception that if this protection is afforded to foreign
firms. prices will rise. It is not the case elsewhere
and wnll not happen here.

1 bave discussed the issue quite amicably with
many people in the Egyptian government. | have
invited over representatives of the pharmaceutical
industry. Some of them are coming back, next
week I think. There were a few here a couple of
weeks ago. I think that the more we can get down
to the real issues. the more we can get the smoke
cleared away.

1 think the public in Egypt needs to understand
this issue betier. It is much better for people 10 be
buying products from companies which have in-
vested in the research and development, than com-

Market report
Misr Aluminium on a roll

10 LE799 mil-

the previous low price at which the selling trans- I ) 1
actions were executed. Shares were sold  senting services related 1o operating the
ar LE71.25, compared to the offering Global Standards for Mobiles (GSM) in
price of LE75. The company cormered
63 per cemt of overall marker trans- ly under establishment, opens.
actions alone through the week.

On the other hand. the Egypt Mobile mentom through the week, Suez Canal
Telephone Company (EMTC) offering Insurance recorded the highest increase
was greatly welcomed by invesiors. Ex-  in share prices. Gaining 7.3 per cent, it

panies which have copied those products illegally,
The same applies o the insurance i

There is a need, which the Egyptian business com-
munity understands, for the development of a cap-
ital market in Egypi. The insurance industry de-
velops capital markets as well as providing a
range of other services. If this can be done ef-
ficienty. effectively and fairly through a greater
invalvement by fareign firms, then I think it is
good for everybody.

But the question is why liberalise quickly be-
l'm:s Qﬂne GATT-prescribed transition period
ends?

This is a valid question. The oaly guestion is
whether life would be better for Egypt by doing it
earlier or by waiting. 1 think a very sirong case
can be made that the WTO gave you a seven-year
transition in pharmaceuticals, but 1 think thar you
would find that earlier liberalisation would be in
vour best interest.

Now. T am nort the judge of thar T want to make
clear that 1 would not pretend ever to make judg-
ments for the Egyptian government or the Egyp-
tian people. But if there is an open debate in
which facts can be laid our on the table, and peo-
ple know the benefits which can emerge from this,
then the seven years of grace can become a drag
on your economy, rather than a stimulus to it.

That’s one of the issuzes I would like to debate
openly and frankly with you.

How do you hope to see economic relations be-
tween the US and Egypt at the end of your
term?

I come to this assignment with the absolute con-
viction that bilateral relations berween our two
countries are the most important thing the US has
going for it in the Middle East. What we do and
how we relate to problems in this region are di-
rectly facilitated by our relatonship with Egypt.
Whether in the peace process, in our strategic role,
or in oor support for humanitarian and peace op-
erations even outside tlie Middle East, we require
the assistance of Egypt.

The basic bilateral fole is of siach critical im-'

portance that it has to be my primary focus. How
to build new instintional arrangements and
strengthen our muscle in every area. In this re-
spect. one of the excellent initiatives initiated by
the Egyptian government was the strategic di-
alogue which we hope fo launch in the next moath
or two at the level of foreign ministers. This is a
way to institudonalise and give some stncture to
our political dialogue, the same way we had in-
stitutionalised and given structure o the economic
and military dialogue.

In the area of economic ties in particuiar, there
are several benchmarks by which one will be able
10 measure my individual performance. First. have
we worked zs a good partner in cooperation with
Egypt as it takes decisions on reforms? As a good
partner we want to provide our views and be in a
position to be helpful.

Second, how well have we done to stimulare the
American business community to become more
actively involved here? This has two aspecis:
American businesses winning contracts, making
sure they know when opportunities exist to bid on
tenders and other contracts and then helping them
win them. The second aspect is to stimulate direct
investmenis by bringing in American companies
here 10 create jobs in Egypt. to belp stimulate the
Egyptian market and to stimulate Egyptian ex-
ports. Those are very concrele measures by which
1o judge performance and that is what I would ex-
pect to be judged by at the end of what I hope will
be a successful tenure.
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prices and the decline in aluminium pric-  pens expect the offering to be more than
es worldwide. This was mirrored by the 10 times oversubscribed. For one year,

EMTC will be the only company pre-
Egypt befors another company, current-

Out of the 60 companies gaining mo-

closed at LE14.73. The Commercial
Company for Export Promotion suffered

Edited by Ghada Ragah

the highesi loss on share value, 17.19
per cent, 1o close at LE252.03.
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the White House have dweit on them at length.

rin

ardise this stability and, perhaps, threaten the co-

kma

him following revelations of extn -
{arions and, moreover, suggesied th -

measures were taken o induce Irag into ac-
cepting the package: a carrot was waved in the
form of doubling the amount of oil Baghdad is
allowed 10 sell mder the oil-for-food agreement
and a stick was brandished in the form of re-
ceiving representatives of Iraqi opposition forces
in the Whrie House.

The deal worked out at the eleventh hour is

clearly a three-sided ope involving the United

stroyed, regardless of whether they acmally do
conirin such or pot. Given the so-
phistication of current US military techaology,
this would be a devastating blow even if it is troe
that the new technology has more accurate tar-
geting abilities than ever. The negative effects of
the blow will not be limited only to material loss
or to widespread casualties, bat are bound to spill
over into the political domain. For one thing, it

him to adopt a more assertive sand towards Ne-
tanyahu. It will be remembered that because of
the sex scandals in which he is embroiled, Clin-
ton was unable to put pressure on Netanyahu ax
their meeting Jast Jannary which was meant to be
decisive in re-lammching the peace process. How-
ever, this argument is overly optimistic because
it is based on false premises. For example, it is
ludicrous to maintain that a lesson given fo an
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Stay
of execution

The agreement receml
retary-Genemt Annan
and  President  Saddam
Hussein to resolve the Iraq
i o b e b 2
. 88 an opportunity to
dispel the clonds of war

over the jon.
awmdedtothem;y.
general by the Secmity
C‘_‘“_mil_Bmfm'ﬂJeUSad-

wlUs and its ex-
ploitation of the UN o re-
alise its own goals. Russr,
France, China and the rest
of the world are angered by

writien \
Kofi Annan has ghe
back from Baghdad. The
US will scrotinise every.
wmdmdleuerinsearcl;egtf
some jostificetion to re

while, the US will keep s
forces stationed in the

thetic policy in Irag was
ﬂawmlﬁasco.

_ical life, 50 uncompromising and

Opinion 11

orbamshhim:in-B_m
mense creatures who are in of him

. he ‘comes, he lannches into a fong speech aboat life

in England, with all s peculiaritics of class and priv-

. | ilege, its court intrignes, its. sordid politics and ma-

pgeneral violence. Far from feeling admiration for the
pitifnl Tinle being who bas declaimed the speech, the
King concludes mstead that Gulliver belongs to “the
m.svusuﬂ'emdm-mwl.uponrhesnﬂ'aoeofﬂn
So disiTlusioned and harsh is-Swift's view of il:p;_.t.)l:it-
an-

gle of vision, that it seems to me 1o be the only one

power,
United States In the Middle Bast has had 2l the suc-
cess of Gulliver i Lilliput, uhtimately trapped in lo-
cal politics by ts own illesions as to its strength and
a8 1 b

Size and authority are simply not the same thing.

emies, the United States upder Baush suddenly
discovered the importance of United ‘Nations resolu-
ions. No other power has resorted to the United Na-
jons with snch cyaicism and contradictory policies as
United States, which is delinguent in its back pay-

to the worid organisation to aboot
513 billion. No other member state bas nsed the veto
to defend imemationally condemned bebavicar (in
this case, Israel’s) as the US, which, also like no oth-
er state, has openly vented itz contempt for the world
organisation. Then it finds that #t3 position Vis-2-vis
Iraq is best (and most opporinnely) expressed in a

BEEE

A
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Soapbor

Never has the cliché “absolute power corrupts absolutely™
seemed so tme. When one power miles alone — even
temporarily — from the peak of the pyramid, the views of
other parties lose their effectiveness and cease 1o camvy the
same weight,

The crisis in Iraq provides a dramatic Mustration of this
point. In ¥raq, where Saddam Hussein wields absolute
power, disaster is nigh. In the international arena, the US
exercises paramount, almost absolute power unchecked.
Iis decisions are prompted by
Some say the US is keen to flex its muscles, while others
mﬂ Middle East peace process. Finally

or the idedle 3 .
still others argue that the US i5 merely creating a market

Maybe US decision-makers believe they are doing
the right thing; in fact, they arec stirring up re-
sentment of the US everywhere, exposing Ug cit-
izens to grave danger. Several Americans do not
support the decision 10 go 10 war and agree that, if
the Soviet Union still existed, US policy would not
be so fierce.

In fact, Saddam Hussein has been made a hero. He
probably does not possess a military arsenal capable of

does possess is more dangerous than
weapons of mass destruction: absolute
power. Saddam Hussein's decisions are
oot regulated or modified by any checks
or balances. Nor, for that matey, are the
US’s policies. Indeed, absolme power
corrupts absohutely.

Absolutely wrong

questiopable motives,

10 divert anention from domestic

the world a1 all What he

~ Gulliver co

Must we finally admit

Yahoos? Edward Said is still reluctant

This week's Soapbox, speaker is president ==
of the UN Human Rights Programmes’
board of trustees.

Leila Takla

mes

that we are

handfol of resolutions passed seven years ago, and
proceeds to their kiteral implementation, something

Very recently Madeleine Albright, who lies more
shamelessly than any of her in office,

cem."whilelat:aq sanzeﬁmcboasﬁnﬁmthatddmsmo-
tions against Iraq were the wost complete and punitive
ever imposed in history. Not to be cutdone, President
Bill Clinton — squirming under a whole sedes of -
vestigations as (o his sexual and finmmcial mis-
adventores — has the remarkabie gall 1o address the

determines to strike if diplomacy does not work. So
a massive armada of Amperican warships, aircraft,
a tiny force of Brit-
ish supplies, rushed to the Gulf in an unseemly ges-
solidarity with the US — has been
‘gathering at a cost of ai least $50 million a2 day,
billed directly to the US taxpayer. Never mind that
mplwahnhqsemugedhﬂmweeks;;swag-
threatening, oT any assurances even
's military forces, such as they are, wounld i
fact fight against or be damaged by the strike. No as-
ofmmmm%mlgnmmmwasaposﬂhigz
mostering soldiers to attiempt Xraq's di
membenuent and occupation with the goal of top-
pling Saddam’s dreadfil regime. The net resalt of all
this has been to reduoce the Americap colossos o
Saddam’s statore, to make it plain that, rather than a
moral authority, the US in its lawiessness and mmi-
lateral arrogance was on Saddam’s level, a regional
bully unable 1o do moch more than strut and pose,
Hke Galliver pinioned by the tmy Lilliputizns.

— zeﬂ'edém By Hani Shukrallah—— K||||ng the messenger

ment of the whole sordid rwo-month
mediseval images of mmners and messengers,

in sheep’s blood.

and numbezing) .did not require that much

tioning the need for Apnan to

could cxamine the

the

frothing at the month and leather scrolis drawn uwp

As it tumed. out, Annan did bave benefit of a fax
machine, modem or some similar product of the age
of instantapeous. communications; the seven-point
agreement {a little over 600 words, including annex

! pormg
| over, and indeed, had been read by the whole world,
fine print and all, beforc Anman’s Concord had
touched down in New York. And happily, America al profusely

was able to announce, a little carlier than initially = ership ;: .
stated, if some 24 hours after the signing, its “cas-  his big brother in Washington.
tious” approval. Not that already anlgéonedgut tl;; o he dels

ible among CNN viewers world wide con en response? ot prescri
ms:geﬂélcvedﬂmt.&nnml!adafﬁxedhisslgmm
mtheagreemcntwithoutpnorapprovalfmmwm-

i The fact that CNN's prescaters and com-

acmally reach New

Bill Clintop and his administration
York before apd determine ther
posiﬁonisms&monythortototal'mmmmto-_

¥ anyone was in doubt 2s to the depth of Washing-  tal servility.
ton’s attachment to a military stike against Iraq,
sour-grapes, tope struck by Clinton and otber ad- was
mipistration fignres following. the announcement, on
Monday, of a signed agreement between Kofi Antan
and Tareq Aziz should have laid such doubts io
res. ‘The iitial deley in declaring US endorsement nan, whose “you have to show it in order not to
of the agreement until an agreement-bearing Annan
had amived in New York — allegedly, so that Clin-
ton copld examine “the details” and look over the year.
“fine print” — was, to say the least, laughable. It

vided: what was probably the single amusing mo-
farce, evoking

especially. curious.

Bui is was Bill Clinfon's TV

Having said this, the ipitial American reaction
blue-eyed boy at D S deaalmdyy' C‘lin;.::“is bl ahead with th
ue-ey at Downing Streer was - ssible to go wi ¢ carnage.
: zm Hussein acceding to US demands wholesale,
surrendering cven the least of Iragi terms, which in-
deed bad much more lepitimacy in terms of inter-

ing the elegies in praise of military force, followed
soon after by Clinton apd co.. and finally by An-

sidered one of the most memorable quotes of this

on Mon-
day that seemed 10 give the show away.
heavy bags under his eyes, he looked as if he'd s
, horses  been crying the night dway. The usually perky and  always was. “Desert Brigandry™.
confident president, the spin doctor of all spin doc-
tors, looked a defeated and tired man. Contrasi this
with his showing in the joint press confersnce with
Tony Blair a fortnight ago, when a military strike Hussein, for
against Iraq seemed a certainty: he was shining, de-
spite, and perhaps even because of, the barrage of
repocters’ questions about the Lewinsky affair. The
media was enraptured, 50 much so that even one of
the more progressive British papers wrote ap editori-
ifing Clinton’s “style of lead-
ership”, and urging Blair to learn even more from

Why, then, the delay, and why the initial crest-

great, the will of the [Arab/Islamic] nation has tri-
umphed in the face of the Americon conspiracy™
ington. Eonclusiﬁn. expressed in the banner hﬁdli;e Igtf tzn
mentators did not give a moment's thonght to ques-  Egyptian Islamist on Tuesday. No doubt the

=35 oy e disapproval of thepagl;.irlitary opu'oz by most Arab fidence-building and step-by-stcp approac
only. of course, where leraeli occupation of Arab

states, by Russia and France, and the slight if sig-
[and and dispossession of an Arab people are cop-

nificant shift in public opinion in the US itself —
so magnificently expressed in Ohjo — were making cerned

It is equally importapt to recall that the US, still
strapped inside its crippling Cold War mentality, has
gone from one failure to another in its general Mid-
dle East policy. Binyamin Netanyahn has wreaked

land, displacing people on a daily
basis, nearly all of it started with new vigour after
September 1993

threadbare principles (such as they arme) of US Mid-
dle East policy. How official still can

condemning terrorism when the US has a long record

of illegal and bloody action all over the Third World

achieved by no other power simply defies credulity.
The US, afier all, is the conatry that kifled three

ghan

conquest apd piilage virtually withoof restraint. That
it has done and continues to do all this and, at the
same time, arrogates for jtself the right to speak of
imterpational law 1o the Arabs, isofnnthm";un‘g short (])f
stupefying, the modern equivalent of a iver bel-
lowingﬁf‘riouslymmeverysamcdnyLﬂlipuﬁans
whose tactics and presence confuse and finally dis-
able the Jumbering giant.

Despite its size and power then the US has been
forced o accept the realities of a world it dees not,

East

and can pever completely control. Looking as shame-
faced and embarrassed as the local bully who has
been shown up by 2 firm, but understated school-
teacher, Bill Clinton has in effect accepted Kofi An-
n?n‘swmumise:itd]zou]dsaemthmanmedi-
plomacy deterred the great war machine (perhaps
only for a short time). I would puess, however, that
the great days of the US in the Middle East are now
definitively over. It is still true thar fis hegemony re-
mains potent, but that it can contioue 1o pretend thar
it can be &ll things to ali parties, that pose has beea
shown for the miserable ruse that it has always been
Like Guiliver before the King of Brobdingnag, its of-
ficials boast of its prowess at anns and mtrigue, but
stand revealed for the hollow sham its policy has
now become, manipulated by the Zionist lobby, ca-
joled by a battery of joumalists who still believe in
the US's imperial mission (Tom Friedman, Jim
Hoagland, A M Rosenthal, Fouad Ajami etc) bat try
to convince themselves that they are right when in
fact they have a.lwaysbe_mpmved?irong,andﬂn-
pefied by a group of ageing “strategists™ like Henry

, Whose ideas are as relevant to the present
as a bafloon is to a jumbo jet.

One would wish, however, that our own pari of
the world had the mettle o benefit from this Gui-
liverian sitoation. Saddam, in my opinion, is too
discredited and bloodied a leader to be anything
more than a nunisance to his neighbours, and a hor-
ror to his long-suffering people. It seems to me ir-
relevant whether or not in this latest confrontation
he “won™ or “Jost™ his conntry destroyed and set
back in its development for decades, if not genera-
tions, Saddam should do the decent thing and sim-
ply quit, although he is too stubborn and cowardly
to do anything like that I fear that many Arabs
now hero-worship him, despite his immense prof-
ligacy and total incompewence. Like many of bis
ageing counterparts in the Arab world, be will limp
along indefinitely until another upstart unseats him,
and starts a new process either of recovery or of
further slippage. Withont democracy or a shared vi-
sion, the Arab leaders find themselves reduced to
bushed consvliations, rimal meetings, financial
deals that put off even longer the massive in-
vestments needed in education, health, and dem-
ocratic practices.

Faced with similarly depressing actualities, Swift
made Gulliver finally confront himself as an un-
regenerate savage, a Yahoo, as Swift calls him, fec-
tured to not by a wise human being. but by a whin-
nying borse. In these dark times, it is not hard io go
the whole way and condemn ourselves as a
for our congenital inability 1o get anything right Buot,
having seen the fortitude of Palestinian peasants and
ordinary working people trying to fight more dis-
possession by Isracli settlers and army, I remain con-
vinced that there is a bantle and a caose to be served.
Despite ns.

it more and more difficult for the “alliance™ to go
ahead with its destructive plans. But, ultimately, it
was none of these things that made it virtually im-
With Sad-

have to use 1" will no doubt come to be con- pational law than the arbitrary and hypocritical ]
gal-posturing of Clinton and Blair. a2 military stike
ion Desert Thunder™ of

would bave suipped “Operati

its last fig leaf. “Desert Thunder” would have been
With revealed before the eyes of the whole world, in-
cloding the American and British public, for what it

Clinton™s real disappointment was not so much in
France, Russia, the Arzb countries, or the American
and British anti-war movements, but in Saddam
acting out character, thereby denying
him, Blair and the other leaders of their absurd al-
liance (including such ridiculous members as Den-
mark and the Netherlands). the pleasure of shedding
the blood of Iraqi mea, women and children and de-
stroying the little that remains standing in Irag.

Twenty-four hours were needed to get over the
diszppointment and prepare for sefting even new and
more hamiliating conditions that just might make it
possible to go on with the business of murder and
jbe to the “God is devastation at & later date.

And, meanwhile, thes¢ same war mongers who
work up fits of costasy at the mention of the words
“military force”, will soon resume the job of lec-
turing us on the wonders of peace, dialol;;::. co:i;_ too.

7o Tte Editor

Following up

Sir - Several years ago, 1 spend
the winter ip Caire. I discoverd
Al-Akram Weekly then. I think it
is a very well-made newspaper,
and I have made it a habit to cut
out and keep the short articles
of Naguib Mahfouz, the brilliant
critiques of David Blake and
other calwral and artistic items.
In addition, I read about events
in Egyptian society. I was very
happy when the Supreme Court
banned the horrible practice of
female genita] matilation in De-
cember 1997,

T had been waiting for the end
of that stain on the face of eth-
ics since 1995, when I read the
article “Books in the Batile™ by
Dina Ezzat insthe Weekly (11-19
April 1995). So 1 was surpri
that you have made no cm
since December 1997,

Recently, I read several very
interesting articles on the topic
in AL-Ahram Hebdo; I should be
happy, however, to read re-
actions in Al-Ahram Weekly,

itical le-

Franeo Gambarelli
Garden City
Cairo
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Grey days

and drizzie

Cairo Symphony Orchestra: Master
Svmphonies VIT: Kamel Salah El-Din,
cello solo; Hermann Breuer. con-
ductor; Main Hall, Cairo Opera
House: 21 Febriary

Specious good will is not enough in a
symphonic concert compilation such
as this. There must be at least some
eémanation of warmth or a binding
material of affecton to hold the eve-
ning into a bearable perspective of
enjoyment. Music is not a formal lit-
erary dissertation or an academic for-
mula overview of world politics: it
flows. moves and colours its sur-
roundings. This concen did have a
colour. grey. and the weather was
damp. downright rainy. From be-
Zioning 10 end the outook was un-
changing, dank and chiily.

Hard to attach a dark cloud to Bes-
thoven's Egmont Overiure. Mayhe a
passing disturbance. but not a blan-
ket of shadow. The Egment story has
its storms of course. bur they pass.
There is a wming about. an up-
movement eading. The notes were
there and being played, but to an
overall feeling of depression. This
emotion hung over the entire concert.
We were in for a run of bad weather,
it seemed. Though the Cairo Sym-
phony Orchestra has been enjoying a
balcvon period lately. this night it
achieved no more than a specious ef-
fect at coordination. A downright de-
mocracy predominated. each one for
himself. like the stampede on the
capital’s street. The orchesira
throughout played the notes in the
Egmont, but without any attempt at
clarity or precision. Shostokovitch
was grey in the opening section. and
then they got lost in Brahms. Hardly
a cheering perspective. It was a hard.
cold sit-in.

We left the conductor Hermann
Breuer at the end of the Egmont as
we had found him at the beginning.
In spite of plenty of physical move-
ment. he remained as animated as a
bank manager cooly refusing a loan.

The Shostokovich Celle cencerto
no. I, vp. 107 is a composition of a
special case, the composer walking
the political weadmill, making a
show, but the real feel was lacking.
At least that is the way soloist and
ensemble delivered it. Russian mausic
can go grey at a touch. [ is a strong
unnerving shade of which Tchaikov-
sky is the master. This concerto is
from a toubled period of Shos-
tokovitch's life. His grey is merely a
limbo between black and Prussian
blue. A difficult manipulation Is re-
quired. because he lacked Tchaikov-
sky’s textual genins. At times Shos-
tokovitch positively equals
Hindemith's bleakness.

From the grey shadowy opening
Kamel Salah El-Din. soloist, did try
a bright tone. bot the music is not
flanzering to the cello. It seems to
push the instrument into the least ap-
petizing areas with savage relish —
grunts, groans and wordy declama-
tion. Salah El-Din gave it all the anti-
cello treatment cafled for. To their
credit, neither orchestra nor player
sounded happy in their work. The
relish of discomfort is a special ab-
erration Shostokovitch enjoyed.

In the second movement, which
opens chirpily, rodent-like. the con-
certo dans through key changes and
open spaces. Again sleet, neither wet
nor dry, hot or cold. No belp prof-
fered by the orchestra. It could be
said the Cairo Symphony was not at

David Blake suffers from
damp Brahms without bones

joquos jusyg :ojoeyd

its best. Or was it indeed delivering
the composer’s sadistic glee or tor-
ment with marvelous rapport? No an-
swers. merelv the dcking of the cel-
Io's psychedelic heart. It is unlovely.,
like the necrophilic decisions of the
commissars in contol over Shos-
tokoviich’s disrupted lite.

This music is ot the stuff to fum-
ble with. What makes it so in-
digestible? It derives from none of
the complexities of the Viennese
School. There is also nothing post-
modern about it. and there is linle of
the 20th cenwry’s bio-digestive ill-
nesses. It is merefy gdsly.

A long discursive oration by the
solo cello towands the end of the con-
certo offered nothing but deeper dis-
orientation. It was hello good-bye to
Shostokovitch as he hurmied us into
somewhere airless. dusry and un-
livable. As we were pushed into this
hell the key wims in the lock. We are
prisoners. perhaps in the Kremlin.

Last for the evening came Brahms.
The Second symphony in D. op. 73. 1s

Theatre

there any joy in the second? Karajan
and Furtwangler found some though
it lacks the tremendous exaltation
and mystery of the fourth.

What might pass for one eof Schos-
tokovirch’s shots in the dark would
not do for Brahms. He found out
Hermann Breuer. not the other way
round. You must know where you
are with Brahms, even if i is in oo~
where land Breuver was clueless as
he took the orchestra through the
maze of the first moveroent. Each of
Brahms® four symphonies is a state-
ment about a fand, a place of its own,
part vovage, They form together a
song of the sea,

The second is nor a rough sea
Composed in 1578, it is not youthful,
is of the mid-life, as yet untouched
by the darker mysteries, And it is not
elegiac: rather, it is virile, even con-
fident. not sad — though doubts have
begun 1o nag.

Brahms left signs and plenty of ar-
chitectural bones upon which an or-
chestra can hang out its results of the

voyage. The second symphony is nei-
ther song nor meditation. It is a ges-
ture of discovery. Brahms was off 1o
the promised land, the most moving
aspect of which was realised in the
great fourth — namely. that there is
no promised land. or rather romsic it-
self is the land.

All of this was completely ignored
by conductor and orchestra. What
kind of a conductor is Hermann
Breuer? His concert told us nothing,
and the Brahms in particular — an
empty zero. Is this Brever's uon-
raveling of one of the great minds of
music?

The muosic in its climaxes was
coarse and blowzy and especially un-
tutored. Forget meditation, forget
even the sustaining spirit of melody
itself. Surface alone wonld have done,
but we were denied even that. Ar the
last moment of the work things
brightened a bit. The borse, no leap-
ing fiery-maned beast of the sea. but a
nice old farmyard hack, was on its
way home.

Imagine how excruciating it
would be if you were given
the chance to live your life
all over aganin. with all the
bepefits of hindsight but
without being allowed w0
change any of its details, It is
precisely this kind of prop-
osition that Pinter's Betrayal
anempts 10 explore through
its inventive and disorienting
manipulation of time. Like
many plays and povels, it be-
gins at the end. but rather

fact —

1o inject new life into old.
hackneved themes and for-
mulas. such ay adultery and
the prodigiously
ménape & treis, But in actual

experience of the playv in the

After
the fact

What is it like to live your fife
backwards? Nehad
Selaiha finds out in Pinter's
Betrayal at the Wallace

ry are boro out of the actors’
aitempts to grapple with
them and put across their ten-
tative answers convincingly.
It is the kind of text that is

tiresome vou  have

that is, in the actual

strangely. in pathos.
At the end of the play vou
are fert with the fecling that

through an old collection of
faded family photographs
which aroused vague mem-

been  ritling

their wedding?

why did they marry? — can
Emma not resist, and easily
succumbs to the drunken and
quite ridiculous solicitations
of Jerry, her husband’s best
friend and the best man at

bound tw make different
sense every Hme it is per-
formed. In Eric Grischkat™s
interpretation of the play
Emma. sensitively and subtly
rendered by Noha Farouk,
and framed in Timaree
McCormick™s fascinating
multiple set — curiously and

than opt for the traditional
flashback technigue which
takes you to the stating
point and then proceeds in 2
circular manner to narcate the
events that led to the end in
their proper, chronological
order, Betrayal adopts a
structural policy of gradual
retrogression  which carries
the viewer backwards, in
measured, calculated steps o
the beginning Maoreover, at
every step, or temporal pause
in the backward march. Pint-
er creates a cynically ironical
illusion of a present capable
of moving into a future by
shifting the action a few
hours, a coupie of days, or 2
week forward before his next
time leap backwards.

This guirky temporal or-
dering of the events of the
story — if one can call it that
— may strike one at first as
the kind of structural gim-
mickry osed by some authors

performance — Pinter's curi-
ous temporal arrangement
here has a shattering impact.
It can best be described us a
relentless provess of ruthless
displacement  and  frag-
mentaiion that calls inw
guesiion (he reality of mem-
ory amdl experience. Whereas
the traditional flashback in-
variably adopts. as a func-
tional prerequisite. a single
point of view and one per-
spective, Pinter's curious re-
working of it in Beiraval
consistently splits up the nar-
rafive among its three pro-
tagonists so that you are nev-
er sure at any ane point who
is remembering what. As the
narrative  keeps  jumping
backwards and forwards.
projecting scenes that emo-
tonally undercut each other
with horrendous irony and
cruel cynicism, the reality of
the characters and their story
gains in  ambiguily and.

aries of disturbing scenes,
never fully understood at the
time and still edged with
mystery now. The cool. ¢l-
sgant and polished surfuce of
the play is not unlike thut of
an old family photograph;
but what of the rensions.
shadows and violence that
lurk beneath? They are all
there, but  half-glimpsed.
dimly hinted at, and it 15 up
to you alone 1 try 0 un-
cover and make sense of
them. You should not Teok to
the charucters for any help:
none will be forthcoming.
Each  wili fitfully break
through the glosyy surfaoce of
the photo und try w make
vou view the others from his
or her standpoini. But the fi-
nal story — the real one be-
hind the skeletal wiangle —
will be one of your own
making. Who isx Emma?
Who s Robert? Why. hve
years after their marriage —

And what about Jerry?
What can you make of him?
Is he a neglected husband? A
frustrated artist-tumed-critic?
Or is he simply an easy-
gaing. happy-go-tucky per-
sun who wants to give and
receive  pleasure  without
bothering about the causes
and consequences? And who
is this Casey. the successful
novelist who haunts the play
and who. it is hinted, is o
succeed Jerry as Emma's
lover? Caught between a hus-
band who is a publisher and
a lover who is a critic and
talent scout. did Emma final-
ly opt for the creative {phys-
ically absent but very much
dialogically present) Mr Ca-
sey as the thesis of both an-
titheses?

As you watch the pilay,
questions keep  erupting.
quite disconcertingly, and a
great deat of the pleasure and
much of the sense of the sto-

teasingly reminiscent of an
Escher print — emerges as
an iaently vulnerable and
sympathetic person, pathet-
ically hopest, deeply con-
fused. more sinned against
than sinning,

The fact that the two Bi-
shay brothers (Sherif as Jerry
and Karim as Robert)
seeied. perhaps  because
they are brothers, to have a
kind of natural, invincible
bond. made Emma’s situa-
tton in this production ail the
more poignant. She seemed
desperately caught between
Rober’s ~ maddening  las-
situde and aoascent homo-
sexuality and Jerry's ruthless
childishnegs and blithe non-
chalance. Despite the glossy
surface and brilliant wit of
the dialogue. this talented
o managed to lace the
words with a subile sense of
wagedy and 1o communicate
a feeling of icy desolation.

EXHIBITIONS

Jeapetse El-Wakeel

GeBery. American Unlversily
in Cuiro, Main Al-Skeikh
Rihan S1. Tel 357 5424, Daily exc
Fri & Sat, 9am-12pm & Gpm-Spm.
Unsil 26 Feb.

Yasser Grab (Paintingst & Mah-
mound El-Aswani (Sculpture)

pa Gaollery. 8  Cham-
pollion 5. Dowmgwn. Tel 578
2494, Daily exc Fri, !llam-8pm
Until 26 Feb.

Cairo Atelier, 2 Karim Al-Dawia
5t. Taloar Harb Sq. Tel 574 6730.
Daily exc Fri, 10am-lpm, Gpm-
10pm. Until 27 Feb.

Abdel-Wshab Morsi {Paintings)
Khan El-Maghrabi Gallery. 18 Al-
Mansour Mohamed St Zamalek
Tel 340 3349, Dailv exc Sum,
10.30am-3pm & 4.30pm-9pm. Until
27 Feh.

Maonica Watson & Jodith Teritz
(Paintings] and’.lndy Harper (Mir-
mnr

Sheba Gailery, 6 Sri Lanka St Apt
7, Zamalek. Tel 340 9192. Daily exc
Sun, 10am-Sgm. Until 3 March,

Eric Bourret

Frenck Coltural Institwte, ! Ma-
draset Al- Al-Ferenxiya 5t,
PR S 10024 & o S
Fri & Sar. -, i
Ui d March

o7 Feh. Daily exr Fri,
éﬂm-—!_i'q:m & 5.30pm-Spme Urtil
M
Djechane

Collective Exhihition

Gallery, Apr 1, 6 Sri Lanka
5, Zama'ck Tel 340 H92. Daily
Jun, em-Spm  Uxtl 12

The gallery will be hosting a
concert by Armenisn musi.
cian Georges Kazazian on 27 £
Gamil Shafig & Halhe Ya-
coub

Mﬁ”“ %’l
18 Al-Manscur Mohamed Si,
Zamalek  Ti 3348

]

The Greeks of Alexandria (Photo-

Alexandria. Daify

4pm-8pm: Set 10am-1pm.
Until 22 March For details, see
pholo coption.

Jules Dassin Filn Festival

Salvago Theatre, Greek Schoof, 63
Ai-Eskandar Al-Akber 5t Skathy,
Alexandri

-
27 Feb, 7. : Top (1964).
et T S
3 Merch, 7.30pm Promise at
Davm { 1970,

The Time Traveller

Japanese Information end Culture
Centre, 106 Qasr Al-Ainl 5t Gar-
den City. 26 Feb, 6pm.

‘Warshots
MfSl‘.B'ab;ﬂLauq' 51';15? ag77
26 Feb, 6,300 11072 T

French Cubtural Institute, 1 Ma-
draser Al-Hogoug Al-Ferensiva St

_Grul:s of Adexandria Fesdnl. a cefenral

Listings

Sheikh Al-Marscfi St, Zamelek. Tel
340 8791, 28 Feb, 7pm:

Comanercial cinemas now change
their programmes every Wednesday.
The i ian provided s valid
throug m‘l"w.niaydi‘er_whdlﬂ'u
wise fo check with the cinemas. Ar-
abic fitms are seldom sbtiled. For
more informarion, contacr the ve-

Rue.

Titank

Drive In, emrance of Al

City, Cairo-Ismailia desert

Tl 013-219 083], Daily 6.30mm &
9.30pm; Thur & Fri midnight show,
Rammsis Hiltorn I. Comiche ALNi
5. Tel 574 7435 Daily 1.30pm,
3.30pm & 6.30pm. MGM, Kolleyat
Al-Nasr Sq, MaadiL Tel 352 3065.
Duify 10am, 1z, Fpm, Gpue & Spen.

Toxporrow Never Dies

Ramsis Hilton I1, Corniche Al-Nil
St Tel 57 746 szr
10.30am, 1.30pm. 3.30pm, 6. 30pm
Q.30pe Tiba I, Nesr City. Tel 202
2407, i

Neli

Tahrir. 112 Tahrir 5%, Dokl Tel
335 4726, Daily 3pm, Gpm. %pm &
midnight.

Ressala Tla AWali (Message 1o
the Wali)
Al-Haram S1. Glza Tel

Gpm & 9pm. Odeon I. 4 Dr Abdei-
Hamid Said St. Downtown. Tel 575
3797. Daily 10.30am. 2.30pm,

5.30pm & 8.30pm. Cosmos I, 12
Emadeddin St, Downtown. Tel 779

Tel 339 8132 26 Feb, Epm.
A concert by eigisé violoneshists 2zt

fav g
?m elemann, Mercadaxie, VL
Lobos and oihers.

Cairo Opera Orchestre

Main Hall, Opera Heuse, as aheve,
7 F

'\r'idonﬂ:b" hﬂo'olfg-'ms Marciner and
Mahmoud Osmon perform uncer tie
bazen of Moustafa Nagul

Amadens Chember Orchestra
Small Bafl, Operc Hease, as aboe.

27 Feb, &l?;y 2 Nagmi.

The Cairo Symphény Orchestma
2nd the Freiburger Choir

Main Hall. Opera House. as chme,
28 Feb,
Compos?g:ls by Beethover oo
ducted by Ahmned El-Saedi.

Cello Recital

Smeall Ball, Opera House. af chove,

28 Febr, Spm- .
Hassan Motaz and Mahoud Saich

n

more informarion
.P?rcm.!in. 357 6973 or 340 4197,

THEATRE
L]

ELTayeb Wel-Sherrir (The Gooud
and The Bad) .

ALSalum: Theatre, Pasr Al-Aini I,
Tel 355 2484, Daily, {0pm.

Allabom Egtaloh Kbeir {May All
End Well) .

St Abdii Tel 390 7707. Daly
9.30pm.

LECTURES
I

The Pictare of the Deseri ix the
Arab Novel

Netherlands Institute for Ar-

and Arab Stodies,

| Dr Mchmoud Azmi 5t Zem-

' olek Tel 340 D076, 26 Feb,

Lecture by Professor Ladislav
Drozdik from Comenius Uni-
versity. Brasislava.

il:gchnlogy of Death and Dy-
JC Anifitorium, Greek Cam-
pus, American Universky in
Cairo, Mohamed Mohmoud
Sr. Tel 357 5436. 26 Feb. 7pm.

Around the galleries

S062. 38 Feb.
Nasr Gy, Tel 262 9407 Dally Iob cmd P by
,’;_; 630pm & H Ghislaine Alleavme. CEDE]:
With Adel Imam 30d Youssrs, di- 1y the Gulenar Mnmnm%vm
recied by Sherif Araf, X¥Ith Throogh XIXth Cent
(in English) by guest speaker Pro-
Tamazla wa Arbe’iIn Saa Fi fmorSevketgamuk.Depmmﬂ
Isra’il (48 Hours in Tsrael) Economics. Bogazici Unbversiry, ls-
Qdeon I, 4 Dr Abdel-Hamid Said  yymbu). Local Capital, Foreign
St. Downcown. Tef 575 5797, Daily  Capita] and the State in Egype,
10.30am, J30pnt & 19141952 (in Englishy by Omar
3.30pm. . 3 El-Shafei, Deparnment of Political
Sl; Heliopolis. Tel 258 0254. Daily  Seience_ AUC. Britain's Abandoa.
;-—mm 630pm &  mens of the Gold Standard and Ms
. At TE. {2 Emadeddin  Effects on Egypt, 1914-1945, (i
St Downiows. Tel 779 537. Daily  Arabic| by Yehia Abmed, lecrurer i
10am, Ipw. Ipm, 6pm & 9pm. DI-  modern hisory, Faculty of Edoea
ana, 17 ALART St tion, Tanta University.
Downtown. Tel 592 4727, Daily.  3pm-Spm: The Image of the Greek
10am. Ipm. 3pm, 6pm & 9pm. Rive-  Mogeylender in Egyptian His-
&1, 26 July St Downtowst. Tel 575 sorical Memory, late XTXth and
30:3. Daily lpm. 330pm, 630pm &  early XYth Century {in Arzbic) by
9.30pm. Karits I. 15 Emadeddin St Sayed Ashmawi, Dewartment of Pie.
Downtown. Tel 592 4830. Daily tory, Cairo University. An Inguiry
locon, 1pm, 3pm. Gpm & Ypme into the Significance of April 1879
in the History of Egypt Before the
| British Qcenpation, (in English) by
Sq, Mohandessin.  Abdel-Aziz Ezzel-
Tel 346 4017. Dailv Odeon i &b Depanment
|l i it &nw " of Economics, AUC.
Downtown. Tel 575 87%97. Daily ybridity atare
10.30am, __"Jﬂpm," Sjtlpm. & Hmnl Fhﬂ“:: ge cemmorary
&i0pm. Lide, 23 Emodeddin St, ‘Theatre of Japan
Downtown. Tel 593 4284, Daily Tiba Ballroom, Semiramis Hotel. 2,
lOa_m, Ipm, 3pm, 6pm & 9pm. Mi- Fek, 7, 8
ami, 38 Talaar Hark St, Dovwatown, Lﬁwﬂ Hidenaga Ohtori
Daity [0am, tpm, 3pm, Gpm & 9pm.  fessor of o mt::.i'\'-':
it Gaey (lsmailia seda U -
Back nrth) The Flight into Egypt in the Early
Rivali IT, 26 July St Downtown. Tel Christian Art
373 5033. Daily ipm 3.3 Polish Centre of Mediterransan Ar-
6.30pm, 8 sff%hh;_d-sgg chaeology in Laire, 11 Mahalla St,
EMMMJ_ i K L é’,ﬂ”""‘“ Tel 415 6272 3 March
inne of Archasology.
lm— ety of Warsav. .
Swaa Lake Ballet All information
Main Heoll, Opera House. Gezira, gt’i‘l!gll)[.!l'us.H{'mrwerm’.rm':'?u:mamsmmaf
Tel 339 8132 3-6 Mareh, Spm. wise 10 check with vemues first,
::'&m()pen Ballet Company  since dates and Gmes
Pl
g‘iﬂ!- Cm“cwdombymgi'mnm _Subject 10 change a1 very shon
amumr ] Mm nformas List
Abdel-Moneim Kamel, i 4!&-;?‘ Weekiy, Gil-aamSt. Caire,
el
MuUSIC Fax 5785089/833.
R
C Violoncello Exsemt Compited
Small Hall, Opera House. Gegre. l’lq'_yEl-Kashzyf
%USADING Louis X was kept hostage in Beit
-Laqman, where a musenm has re-
cently opened. The coliection inclndes 2
pamung by Kamel Mustafa of the Crusaders’ de-

ceramics, khayan

cupy the

T gallery s]éace of the
. antimquities and

engage with I;l:e'fll I‘.h:n]g of the sky, the

feat ar the Battie of El-Bainr El-Saghiy i
ing by El-Hussein Fawzy and a Sculpﬁ :yp;];;.
h"‘“‘dme WM'SM ot":t.oms IX as 3 captive.

arts and crafts competition. On hiosts its anmual

exhibit are kelims,
¢ fva and works in wood and jeather
1n 2 vadety of szyl?: v B b

Centre of Arts,

Epiies Consre for
Cooperation  Fo-
world, deserts, valleys,

photographs
“movement and stillness™.

Reviewad by Nagwa Er-Ashrl

.,
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" the author gives valuable information -

" and oratory move
- jc. She explains how it was that the singer .

the author, the; evaluation of performances

26 Febmary - 4 March 1998

Culture 13

Narrative |
ploys = -

O T g ot i
o S s
. Critics Arabisg F
the first Cairo International Confer- -
ence on the Arabic Nove] (22 1w 26
February). The conferepce

' F:

Egyptian novelist Fahi

poriunity to meet and interact.

of the winner of the Cairo Prize for the Novel. .- :
i Ghanem, chair of this year's: --

wﬁmﬁumauwu-theAmbwoﬂ_dwith_:hédp-

Nobel Iaureate Nagnib Mahfouz also seot;a message’
of welcome. Unable 10 attend due to ill-health, his mes-
sage was read by Mohamed Salmawy, Mahfovz wished. .
the winner of the prize better Tuck than be had ever ex- .

&5
a i

\.,"' g\:.

Hosn jdis writers in the andience. Right, Gaber Asfour

lastSundayandmﬂnlosemday with the anpouncement - - perienced after winning awards. He invesied thé pro-
=z ‘ceeds of his first award in the lale 40s. the lsureate

wrole, in baying property on the Nile in Maadi. which

copference, gave the inangural speech, weicoming the - he lost when the investors died in 2 car crash. His Stare
nmative of the Ministry of Culture and the Su[:geﬂie . Merit Award, Mahfouz disclosed. was swallowed up by
Conncil of Calture in ing the prize and providing  tax amrears and the most lucrative prize, the Nobel, Mah-

own share to charity. -
ian ‘novelist Hanoa Mina delivered the

. fouz_ confessed, had come too late. The family decided
1o divide it among members of his household according
1o the Islamic shari'a, with the povelist dooating his

behaif of Arab delegates. Afier paying wibute 10 Egypt's

further than the pragmatism of politicians.
Other s

roak Hosni. -

phaias: Moussa Mehmoud

role as a beacon of Arub culture, Mina expressed the
belief that the unity of Amb creative niinds resches

in the inangural session were Roger
Allen, professor of Arabic literuure in Pennsyivaniz
University. who spoke on behulf of nop-Arab pas-
ticipants, Secretary-General of the Supreme Council
of Culture Gaber Asfour amd Minister of Cuitre Fo-

The deliberations of the conference aver the pust
on four davs were divided into plenan sewsions. rourd-
table discussions and personal testimonies by writers.

Today's programme
S

Plenary sessions: 9- 1 fam: “Novelks of
Alicnation: the Relotionship with the
Other™ with Mahmoud Tarshouna,
Abmed Darwish, Ahmed El-Madiny,
Saxd El-Bazei, Fatma El-Mohsen and
Haulim Barakar. [/.15am-1.15pm: “The
Novel of the Desent™ with Fajsal
Darraj, Ladislae Dorzdick. Mohamed
El-Hassan, Iidal Othman and Fakhri
Suleh. 1.30-3pm: “The Prison Novel™
with Bahaa Taher, Naziha Abu Nidal,
Salah Rizk and Soliman El-Amar.

Round-table: *The Arab Novel in
Translation” with Tbrahim
El-Dessouki. Amal Farid, Hassan
Khalifa, Ragaa Yagqout, Salama
Mohamed Salama, Abdel-Hamid
Shiba, Fatma Moussa, Mahmoud
El-Sayed. Mursi Sand El-Din, Mustafa
Muaher and Naim Astiya,

Both the plenary sessions and the
round-tuble discussions wake place ar
the Greater Caire Library in Zaomalek

- Waving chiffon

* A hundred years after she was bormn, 23 years after she died, Umnm Kulthurm remains the voice of Egypt. Mursi
Saad El-Din reviews a new book dealing with the life and times of Egypt's most enduring modem icon

! > g
e vy

The Voice of Egypr: Usion Kulthum, Argbic Song cnd
Eﬂpm&cwmmem”;‘mthm.s\??g

Danielson. Cajro: American University in Cai

Press; Chicago and London.Umvemty of Chicago’

Press, 1997 i

Describing this book, Leili Abu-Lughod siys Vir-
ginia Danielson has fashioned a new genre, a smusical
biography that is also a social- history. of expressive
cultore in a particular era and place.. . t

For a long time we had been used to history books

- a5 being wiitten by historfans, mainly sbout kings and.

emperors and the rise and fall of empires. But with his
evergreen book, The Social History of England, Tre-
velyan infroduced a new genre, ing on the

1 concentrating
&i:itodayhfgofthepeo;ﬂegnd@m_ﬁem-

- Virginia Danjelson has fittroducsd yet nother kind.
is mot the realm of historiang only, and thar the history

" of the nation and a peoplé can be récorded in the mu-

sic and songs they produce. | T -
‘Fhe book ifc:rtaml‘ ly a masterpiece of research and

.-1 am not surprised £
words of

young singers started in the music halls and older ones
. While concentrating on Umm Kulthum the author

" gives the background of the Arabic theatre at the time
-and how the Arabic play was an adaptation of Eu--

usually. French models. She expiains the

ularity of the musical plays and the role of Salama Hi-

jazi's theatrical troupe in developing that genre of
entertainment. In surprising .detafl she writes about
such. leading singers as Mumira El-Mahdfya, who
formed her own company and performed pew roles
writtzn especially for her, including Arabic adapta-
ttons of Fasca, Carmen and Madame Butterflv. Mu-
nira’s hationalistic songs of the 1920°s and the anti-
British performances she presented formed part of the

widespread public anitnde of resistance to foreign
- Tt was in this climate that Umm Kulthum amived

and received her first opportunity to sing in the city. It
was Zakariyya Ahmed who arranged for her to'sing
during intermissions of plays. Her performances
ntgved from estabiistupents in working class quarters
to the main theatre districls, where she was booked

_ into amsic balls. It was in one of those music halls

author “draws from more, than five years .

of fieldwork in‘several places in Egypt coupled witha

reading of a'substantial portion of the copious dis-
it and s e DPIONS s

of life in Cairo, Alexandria and Minya “Tn this en-.

. vironment,” says the -author, -“ I learmed a grest deal

) _tEgypﬁa_g_-attimdes and ‘values con- -
She certainly has. ", attiude to

flecz the bmpact the grear singer had on - '8
her listeners, Many stories ciccnisted — - 44
“such-and-such a military leader post- &
pored a manosiavre beciuse Umm Kul- -
thom was sidging”, ““life tn “the’ Arab
world came to a stop”, “we lived in her - {58
wordd all day™; referring to the first Thurs-  7§;
day of the month, when she .gave her .
monthiy concert No worder Umm Kni-
thum was, for many years, the “voice and
face of Egypt™. She remains today aa in-
escapable figure in Arab musical fe.-. .
Danielson gives us the story of “a suc- * =,
cessful mmsician i complex society: jtis =3
mulifaceted " :She. follows the develop- -3
ment of Umm Knithum from a village gl 5
mﬁlshebwnmeﬂnecnlhgal_symbolo_fa;
nation. The duthor is not exaggerating:
when she says that Umm Knoltinma helped- -
to constitute Egyptian caltural and social |
life and to advance the ideology of Egyp-*
Following . trailed
nomusicologists, the amhor directed a~
number of questions. to people-she. met.
Why was Umm Knlthum so- important? -
fi ces SO , in was - i3
orman £ood? Why, { han =

"Shﬂwr-lfﬁ . all

about Umm Kulthum vastly broad-
enedthenndmmndingldevslopedﬁ'om
her musicians and colleagues.” - ;
Jt+ was a foomidable task which, apart L
from meeting people. took her to archives

yish

of different Tostitutions as well 88 to -
drlvll: deafing with Umm Kultmm's life, vy
about ofmemﬁgypu' ian coo-
cepﬁou;?osfhﬁrba!mshe clams, exist 3
along a contiouam of the spoken. Semmon
mdeamcmchsarevmously melod-

and sung poe have been central 1o Ar-
abic musical l;'fg for centuries. :
The constitotion of musical styles, says

and:hedcvezopmentofmusicrelamdin-
titutions formed part of a Jarger prob-
?mﬁzofmodcrniggminﬁmm

* RgEEE

e e v e by o o o b s
er singing y act was at-
tired in gyBedouin- and igal. She sang mostly

. religioys songs, but she also integrated light. carreatly

popular new somgs into her repertory. The author
guotes passages from-the magazine Al-Masrah de-
scribing the melodiousness of her voice. purity. and
claty of articulation, excellence-of delivery as well

er techoological, Social, - ecoDOMIC, pohhwlor as her deep feelings towards her lyrics.

cullnmti‘?’is sespect  the agthor i

an jmportant tended to improve her
that in facing join the Oriental Music Club which offered lessons

Her ambitions soared, especiglly afier lessons in-

trit of Bgypiian cultwre WAz, S CN3 Lkt 1o fne . oaly to men. hier father hired private teachers. Rer ed-

foreign culiumal infliences TRV o ative of mod-

ucation was enhanced by the books brought her by the

vent their own solutions to the ‘ml’“l“:'f their lives poet Ahmed Rami, who later-became one of her main

ernisation, or wrest and reiain
1ally cultural dommanon. e :
thm divides Unm Kulthum's life mmAdmg
mmcphassof-herdevelopmeqtasasmgg_ p:g
ﬁumhcrclﬁidhoodin!teﬁgypmnml_m..smﬂar
lhcanrhqr.procepdsgo

.@uofm#ybmmof mm Kulthum's career. in
_ Cairo between 1922 and
tre district near

. theatres of Rod El-

about 1928, in both the thea-
Garden and the mnsical

in.the face of econoouic, political and po--

collaboralors. -

" From the late 19205 and throughout the *30s El-
Qasabji and Rami dominated Umm Kukhum's rep-
ertoire. Her musical “romanticism™ was collectively
fashioned by*E}-Qasabil’s “syncretic compositions for
Ahmed Rarni‘s distinétly romantic texts and ber own
virtnosi renditions ™ . C
. The author then goes on 1o explain the radiments of
Arabic compositional practice, the melodic modes or

Jt was in thé later that  magam, the tagasim, the Lzyali: She gives entire songs

i Since she could oot*

in transliterated Arabic and English translations. Umm
Kulthum reliance on virtuosi display made manifesi in
her repertory suggests “a means by which she may
have developed the unassailable stage presence that
came to characterise her persona.”™

It was in the 1930s,-that Umm Kulthum launched
the seasons of public concens that were also broadcast
on the first Thursday might of each month. She typ-
ically devoted most of an evening to two or three gas-
aid (classical poems). singing shorter pieces later. if
time permitied . Each song occapied 30 to 60 minutes
and was followed by u lengthy break.

The author also gives details of Umm Kutthom's six
films, starting with Widad, which was produced by
Smdio Misr. The script was writter by Ahmed Rami

- based or a story invenled by Umm Kulthum herself

about the loyalty of a singing gir! to her master in 13th

century Egypt. .

The authar describes Umm Kalthum's musical id-
iom. the basis of which was meticnlously controlled
vocal power. The concept of vocal strength involved
the ability to sing weil over fong periods of time.
Umm Kolthum's voice was “equally swong and its
quality zniform from the lower to the upper end of its
register without noticeable shifts a breaks.™
- Umm Kulthum's voice extended over two octaves.
She developed breath control, using colouristic chang-
es as 4 “decorative device and a manifestation of vir-
tucsity as well.” Most elemenis of Umm Kulthur's
style, says the amhor, were emphatically Egyptian.
And with the political and economic events of the
1940s in Egypt and throughout the Arab world. the

veqry auno@uy ool

A

" [nseru

ian Revoluton of 1952 and President Ganal
Abdel-Nasser's dramatic expansion of radio, this lacal
authenticity helped to increase Umm Kulthum's im-
portance as 3 singer
The climax ofgthc book is the chapter “The Golden
Age of Unm Kulthum™, dealing with the 1940s when
she began to cultivate a repertoire designed to speuk
in musical and linguistic terms closer to mosi Egvp-
ians than Rami's romantic lines and El-Qasabji’s :;—
perimental songs. Colloquial songs by Zakariyya Ah-
med and Bai:g;n 'El?'l"lunsi dmgnsill\’:{tcd her”ourpm
during this period, creating what the author calls “mu-
sical fsm.” Commenting on her songs during this
period, Salih Gawdat. the poet and journalist wroie:
“There is in all her songs a special quality that no ane
can imitate. Tt is the quality of Egyptianness, of being
permeated with what js really Egyptinn, permeated

gabie as the Sphinx: Umim Kilthum, and top,
with Baligh Hamdi and Mobamed Fawzi. Above,
teft, Badiz Masabni and Manira El-Mahdiyya

wiil what is Coirepe.™

In the chapler “The Artist's Work and Shared Aesthei-
jcs™ the author details the process by which she per-
sonally assumed increasing control over the process of
composition of pew songs. She requested texis from
poets or located them in Iiterary volumes and then edit-
ed them herself with assistance from Ahmed Rami. For
ber a good text “should be elevated in meaning, high-
minded of purpose and graceful in soimd, whether it be
love poetry or descriptive poetry or any other kind. I
never sing a text unless I am moved by it™

Details of Umm Kulthum’s concert are given, her
dresses, her jewellery. the new instruments and elec-
troaics that were introduced. The author describes how
the singer developed such self-confidence that it was
she who led her accompanists, determining when and
how many reiterations of a phrase would occur, she who
initiated improvisations.

When the 1952 Revolution occurred Umm Kulthum
was the first to react w it. producing one of her most
memorable sones, Misr allati fi khatin wafi dami
(Egypt, which is in my mind aod my blood). She sang a
number of patriotic songs, and in her political voice
gave expression 1o widely shared septiments. She de-
veloped a friendship with President Abdel-Nasser. The
author finds that both had much in common. Both were
powerful personalites who became skilled at reaching
the Egyptian popalation. Both drew upon similar im-
ages for their public identities.

This period wimessed a dramatic change in Umm
Kulthum’s repertoire as she began to sing love songs so-
licited from the younger generation of wrilers and com-
posers. Now it was ly-
poets whe produced
songs in colloquial
Arabic, simple in lan-
guage and direct and
fluild in expression
compared to the tense
phrases of older writ-
ers.

received credit for Iyr-
ics. And having found
the writers she began
o search for new
- composers. The pro-
© cess of finding them
was gradual. She stud-
jed the styles of the
young men before ap-
proaching them.

The author
scibes Umm Kul-
thum's discovery of
Baligh Hamdi, who

his first

song for her at the age
of 24. Inia feen wi-il
hob feen? (Where are
and where is
love?) became the
first of his love songs
for Umm Kulthum.
Baligh. in facl, wrote
a new song for Umm

When, in 964,
Umm Kultham began
ber collaboration with
et 1 it the

10 realise

3 . hopes of many Ecyp-

s K tians. Inig wmri (You
: : are my Life), became
one of ber most pop-
ular songs and was to
be followed by nine
more, a body of work
that contributed great-
ly to the modern char-
acter of her repertoire during the last 15 years of her life.

In the final chapier the author shows how events in
Egypt were reflected in Umm Kulthum's actions and
songs, Afier the 1967 defeat she toured the country giv-
ing concerts in ashletic stadium or in large tents in any
available open place. Her intemational concerts hegan
in Paris at the Olympia Theatre in November 1967. By
1970 she hod performed in Tumisia, Libya, Morocco,
Lebanon, Sudan, Kuwail, iraq, Bahrain, Abu Dhaby and
Pakisron and, al the time of her death had contribitted
over $2,530.000 1o the government

Her wrips, says the anthor. took on the characteristics
of seate visit, She was escorted 1o the Cairo airport and
received a1 her destination by officials of high rank
These concerts contributed greatly to Umm Kulthum's
stahire as a cultural leader. More than a musician, writes
the author, she became “'the voice of Egypt”™.

Placn “Talk

For as long as anyone can
remember  differences  be-
tween arisis and critics
have occasionally spilled
over intc violent exchanges.
Nowhere is (his momr
marked than in the thestre,
though there was recently
the rather dramatic allega-
tion made by a painier that
a critic was in fact behind
his wife’s sudden hae-
maorrhage and death, and the
much earlier. and much
more celebrated case. when
Whistler brought a libe] ac-
tion against John Ruskin,
who had accused the painter
of “flinging a pot of paint™
in the face of ihe public.
The jury found in favour of
the painter, technically at
least, awarding him de-
risory damages of one far-
thing, the smaliest coin then
available, thereby securing
Whistler's  financial ruin
and Ruskin’s own pyrhhic
victory as the high pnest of
Viclorian cant.

Such thoughts come to
mind when 1 read the re-
cently published news that
one of Al-Ahrant's leading
theatre and music critics
had been acquitted by a
judge who was examining a
case brought against that
critic by a singer.

Although the animosity
between critic and artixt sel-
dom lands up ir coun, it is
an occupational hazard for
both parties. The virulent
batle between Arnold
Wesker and Harold Hob-
son, thearre critic of The
Sunday Times, was par-
deularly vicious. Hobson
published a review of
Wesker's play Ths Old
Ones, attacking it largely on
the groumds thai it lacked
any plot. Wesker's reply
was memorable. Hobson, he
asserted. “was igporant of
theatre language and_. an
unreliable judge.™

Wesker went on 1o point
out that his plays never had
plots. Cinema and tele-
vision, he argued, had af-
fected the structure of the
play much in the way that
photography had earlier af-
fected painting.

“Drama, not plot,” Wesk-
er concluded, “is essential
1o the theatre and drama can
be achieved by other meth-
ods. by unfolding or slow
reveladon. There is nothing
wrong with storytelling but
there is no rule which says
that every play must tell a
ﬂ "

ory.

Certainly Hobson bad
been more than a little pa-
tronising when he wrote: “If
anything that counld be said
would calm Mr Wesker's
fears or lessen his misery, I
would gladly say it.™

Artists are, of course,
caught in an on-going di-
lemma. Should they or
should they mot rise to the
bait of the reviewers and an-
swer back their critics?
Wesker,- while ac-
knowledging the dignity in-
herent in silence as “at-
tractive”, thought also that
it allowed the critics “to gel
away with oo much mur-
der.”

“Though a few people in
the theatre seriously con-
sider the opinion of the re-
viewer his function is seen
simply as that of opening or
closing doors through
which audiences enter. Yet
it is penerally believed that
opinion is what he deals in.
I disagree. He traffics in
censarship, The theatre pro-
fession misses the implica-
tion of its own fears. A man
who can lock or unlock a
door is a jailer: in the ans
we call it censorship.™

Wesker's anger, appar-
ently, was not exclusively
directed at Hobson, but to-
wards critics in general. His
complinis appeared in an
article 10 which Hobson
failed 10 reply. Later Wesk-
er would write: “Yon did
nol engage me in any de-
bate, bur waited all those
months to take a pefty re-
venge and devote ome third
of your review of my new
play to a feeble complaint
about my daring (o criticise
the men whose sole pre-
rogative you seem Lo think
enticism is. You didn’t
EVEN answer my argumenis;
instead you auempied to
sweelen your spite with a

patronising  flaltering  so
transparent as to be sick-
cnins-“

The depth of Wesker's
feeling might be gaugad in
his final pamgraph: “Have
you thought of retiring? It is
Just possible that we are try-
ing to do something in the
theatre that your j sen-
sibilities are no longer able
to regisier... Retire! It can't
be all that pleasant o de-
vote a whole lifetime to
eaming a living, scavenger-
like, from the dead ﬂ&sg of
a living literature which you
siaoghter.”

Mursi Saad El-Din

- Iy |_f.
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At the beginning of this century, Bulag
was a district occupied mainly by ltalian
and Greek workers. During the
Mameluke period, it was a wealthy
residential area, dotted with palaces; in
Ottoman times, it was a bustling port and
commerciai district. Today, Bulaq is a
strange and wonderful mix of its past
personalities: at once working class,
industrial, commercial and old
bourgeoisie. But as plans for a new
downtown area swing into high gear,
Bulaq is beginning to quake before the
exigencies of sky-rocketing real estate
prices, and the desperate need for
space. Abul-Ela Bridge was among the
first victims; the alley of the same name
came next. Fayza Hassan visits, and
revisits, an urban microcosm in
transformation as Randa Shaath’s lens
freezes poetry in motion

In 1670. John Qgilby wrote a vast rome about Africa in which
he gave Cairo pride of place. “BuL™ comments Desmond
Stewart (in Great Cairy, Mother of the World, The American
University in Cairo Press, 19961 “[he created] his Cairo rather
as Shakespeare his Itlvria.”

Ogilby’s work was a compilation from his readings of an-
cient history and the accounts of wavellers who seem to have
been particularly impressed by the port of Bulag. Their in-
accurate accounts were further embelilished by Ogilby, ac-
cording to Stewart, who cites ihe description of Bulaq's water-
front as a case in point: “The stawely churches and palaces
fronting the Nile yield a pleasant and delightful prospect...”

Ogilby. of course, ook Onoman and Mameluke mosques for
churches: besides, by the end of the 17th century. Balaq was
more famous as a river port and an important commerciel area
than as an established residential quarter.

Fortunately. more accurate descriptions of the area and its
environs have been provided by other ravellers and historians,
who saw in Bulaq a busiling port for goods and passengers,
taking over from Al-Maqs which. by the middie of the 12th
century, had been completely silted up, despite repeated ef-
forts to clear the waterway. while new afluvial plains were
forming to the west of Geziret Al-Fil, with natural docks ap-
pearing on the banks of the river.

Bulag's very name has lent itself to much speculation: his-
torian Nelly Hanna (An Urban History of Bulaqg in the Mam-
luk and Ottoman Periods. IFAQ. Cairo, 1983) reports that, ac-
cording to Maspero and Wiet. it derives from bilag, a Coptic
word meaning fragraent, while another historian, Laila Alj Tb-
rahim suggests a Turkish origin. bilug or bulag meaning
spring of water. As for chronicler Ibn Iyas, he maces the name
to the Arabic balag. meaning low grounds or flatlands.

By the mid-13th century. the area of Bulag and its port bad
bonded with the ciry. A hundred years Iater, Sultan Al-Nassir
Mohamed (1309-1340) began its urbanisation by selling the
pewly-formed plains to his courtiers through the Treasury.
The quarier developed fast. an urban agglomeration replacing
the village of mud-brick houses whick had sprung up arcund
the docks: a permanen: population supplanted the community
of officials iavolved in the commerce of cereals. Two
mosques, those of Aydamur Al-Khatiri and Qadi Al-Fakhr.
mark this period, of which nothing remains save one hammam
still bearing the name of Al-Khatiri. Had Ogilby visited Buluag
during the beginning of the 14th century, he could have de-
scribed “palaces and belvederes set in large gardens [which]
formed a long narrow strip of land overlooking the Nile... in
fact a favourite promenade for Cairenes,” as Hanna describes
the banks of the Nile in the vicinity. According to Al-Magqrizt,
a mast popular outing in those days was to sail from Al-
Khatiri Mosque, which stood a little way north of Al-Assyouti
Mosque on the tip of Geziret Al-Fil. The arca’s first important
street, Khatt Al-Wagiha, going west o east, from Bulaq's
docks to Cairo, dates from this period.

Visitors walking through Bulaq in the 15th century had
much more to talk about: a new urban ceotre was created
around the mosque built by Qadi Yahya Zayneddin Al-
Ustmdar in 1448, “on the hanks of the Nile about half a kilo-
metre to the Nonh of Al-Khatiri Mosque™, writes Hanna.
There were magnificent palaces, such as those of Al-Ashraf
and Al-Barisi, innumerable baths, markets and storchooses
constructed along new docks, streets and alleys as well as 2
rather large and active population. briskly going about their
commerce. Soon Bulaq became s0 crowded, and land so ex-
pensive, that powerful men took over sireets and thorough-
fares, which they blocked as their edifices expanded. Bulaq's
boundaries expanded to the north, melding into Geziret Al-Fil.
It is also during the 15th century, in 1485 precisely, that Ton
Al ish built a mosque and 2 mausoleum for Sheikh Hassan
Abu Ali {eventually corrupted 10 Abul-Ela. the name by which
this part of Bulag is commonly known), who died in 1495 and
was buried in the tomb of the mosque. Originaily constructed
according to a cruciform plan. the mosque collapsed i the late
19th cenmry and was rebuilt as an arcaded mosque 1D 1914
The main fagade, the minaret and the tomb, however, were ve-
constitied in the original construction materials. -

In the 16th century. Bulag continued to serve as Cairo’s
main river port as the course of Nile remained more or less
constant having receded noticeably for the last dme in the
mid- 1 5th century. During this period. Hanna estimates that no
less than 450 new commercial unils were completed.

In 1525, Sulayman Pasha became govemor of Cairo. A pro-
lific builder, he started the constuction boom, building more

il ' o e
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monuments thag in any other peried. According to Hanna, Su-
layman Pasha’s contribution was no less than four wikalatr.
(one of which contained a mosque), an inn, a storchouse for
cereals, two waler reservoirs. 2 fountain for ablutions, a dye-
house and a tax collection office. Travellers of the period noi-
ed the existence of about 4,000 dwellings, a considerable num-
ber of mills. atisans™ shops, warchouses belonging to traders
in grain. oil and sugar. and many new mosques palaces
dotting the shoreline. Hanna notes that three large commercial
establishments on Sulayman's wagf land — Wikalet Al-
Dahab, Wikalet Al-Zayt and Wikalet Al-Khuzama (also
known as Al-Kittan! — seem to have survived, at least in part.

Sinan Pasha. one of Sulavman’s successors, was also an ac-
tive builder. His mosque, as well as a haonmam. can still be
seen in Bulag today. A thoroughfare running parallel to the
river from north 10 south was also laid out during that time,
The commercial centres which had surrounded Al-Khatiri and
Qadi Yohya masques spread along this artery. which was not
intended to connect the town port to Cairo — as the other ma-
jor east-west axis. Khatt Al-Wagiha. did — but to link the var-
jous sireets of Bulaq itself The quarter seemed to have
reached its gremest expansion at this time, although its res-

idential sections began their decline soon after. In 1667, An-
tonio Gonzales, stopping in Cairo, remarked that the palaoes
norh of Al-Sabtiya appeared quite dilapidated,

The late Ottoman period was nevertheless an active one
with over 25 more wikalar buill berween 1600 and 1798,
Names connected to this period are those of Bayram Pasha, re-
sponsible for the construction of two wikalar, Gu! Mohamed
Shurbagi. Amir Abdallah Youssef, Alaeddin Ibn Nur Mo-
hamed Ton Umar El-Hamaqi and a few others, writes Hannz
In the last few years of the 17th century, Mustafa Miza Shur.
bagi and Youssef Said built a considerable number of new
commercial units. In addition. Shurbagi’s famous mosgue.
built i 1698, is today one of Bulaqs landmarks; a wetl-
preserved example of Mameluke decoration, it has an Otto-
Man mmaret Mirza also built 2 complex which included a
:}ath. a dyehouse, a coffeeshop, a mill, shops and living umits.
n@!ﬂ"f_mmﬁgﬂ a;;lgq and ;\I-Ala_yn mosques and two S
pans — rza and Al-Sidra — also date from the

The most important building recorded in i
latter pan of the 18th 'cenmr_v:was the monu?l:lel:qmd;l:una :uut.me
typical of Bulaq's eartier style. built by Ali Bey in 1773, inan

attempt Lo revive the transit trade. Bulag's on. reponderant rac
place in international commeice hadageen wcaenfng with the
discovery of new spices and coffee markets and routes. This
was 0 be the Iast major architectural endeavour before the sa-
vanis of the French expedition drew the map on which his-
torians of the area still rely heavily for the locazion-of a-large
nu‘:‘trlber of the buildings surviving at the time. R
_t;hfn Mohamed Ali came to power, it seemed: almiost-n-
evitable thar the populous area of Bulag would figure prom-
mently in his indusmialisation programme. He built more
workshops and factories dnd. maybe more importantly for thie
country’s future, established the printing press there in-1822,

Pk

One can scarcaly j how A ) 6 :
. ¥ ima ted a time traveller
armed with -’-aaiq?eﬁnp!ig de L%g;l::mwouldabc ‘after a towr
¢ might suggest that the quickest dod best
remedy would be to bring in the bulldozers, and quickly. Let
us dream for a moment, however. Could not this dilapidated . -
quarter be transformed into something diFferent'— nof 2 by
thing port, perhaps. but an active commercial -area, providing 2
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8 pasts, the expert duplication of which has made them fa-
ngg;,-but also beautifil pieces in wrought iron, hand crafied
ing 0 old techniques. Tables, mirrors, shelves and
chandeliers crowd the footpath in front of their shops. Today,
the mvwnll:fggldbcgl;lqoufm is centred in Bulaq, where ope
can ‘see a num young apprentices, formerly m-
employed, hammering away at red-hot. lamps of iror.

The most resownted of the remaining commercinl establish-
ments is the market known as Wikalet Al-Balah, which nms
along the main thoroughfare just behind. the first row of high
rises zmd which, contrary o its name, is pot a date market. In
the Wikala, an incredible array of merchandise is bought and
sold, from spare’ parts to wooden buoichers! blocks, new and
antique furniture, second-hand clothes and car tyres, assorted
tools and 1 building materials satvaged from dem-
olidon sites. Old wooden doors, Wichen counters, batroom
appliances, wrought-iron doors, garden fences and balconies
arc' jost a few of the items onc can discover =t ‘Abdel-
Wudond's famons warehouse at the northern end of the Wi-
kala.- This is a paradise for treasure hunters, s Abdel-
‘Wudoud's employees are never far when a palace or an old
dwelling falls 1o the wreeking ball. '

T ™

supervision of the
Mimistry of Health.

from Egypt’s other hospitals.

+ SN B o

As froy a through the overcrowded back alleys.
the nm o¥ ﬂwpa:;g:changﬁ: a stunning array of fabrics,
both localty made and imported, wedding dresses and ac-
cessories, unde ts and children’s shoes. Tradesmen
stand at the doors of their stalls, inviting ive cusiom-
ers to examine the merchandise, or simply to sip a glass of tea.
At the end of the fabric marker one can stop for a while in a
charming, small café. not far from the jewel-like mosque of
Mustafa Mirza.

omacaf&sandrﬁmmanls.asweﬂasaooupleofmgaﬂer-'

ies, can be found hiding behind the heavy stone walls of old
commercial bulldings, reached through low stone arches,
many dating from the Mameloke perrod Most have shady
courtyards where horses used 10 be tethered; today, one can
have a meal or a enp coffee and a water pipe in the open air.
T e s Pace, 3 four-sorey beroeue aniasy
Westani. the Adawiya a four-stiorey
from the mun of the cenmry, has recently been resiored and
nmped into a small bot loxurious hotel. Other old palaces are
soon to follow suil, a welcome alternarive 1o five-star hotels
since these buildings have preserved much of their old-world al-
{ure, There is much constuction work going on oll about, as the

ioquog jueys :ajouyd

A hospil with a difference

At the intersection of 26 July and Al-Galaa streets, Al-Galaa Maternity Teaching Hospital,
previously Fouad, then Farouk Hospital, was buiit in 1934, It was constructed on the model of
Charing Cross as an obstetrics and matemnity hospital, and placed by King Fouad under the
Ministry of Awqgaf, then transferred after the revolution to that of the
ing to Dr Hesham Messelbi, the present director of Al-Galaa, it is
this status which has contributed to the good reputation of the hospital. The endowment money
earmarked for the upkeep of the institutton was considerably larger than the sams the Mini
of Health reserved for any other government hospital. Al-Galaa therefore never suffered from a
shortage of funds for long periods.

The hospital was the first govemment institation to offer intensive care services for
premature children in the neo-natal cenire. The centre, opened by Mzs Sadat, trains doctors

Coffee beans and spices

During the reign of Sultan Baybars, the development of Bulaq intensified and hnge
comumercial structures were erected on unasually imporiant plots as 1
surrendered by the river. A comparison between the size and number of wikalat in Bulag and
anywhere else in Cairo will ilustrate the importance of this quarter for the economic life of the
country. Historians bave idemified no less than 65 in the area, among them those of Kharnub
and Sinan, which were considered the largest in the Arab world. As the main port of Cairo
during the Onoman period, Bulaq enjoyed an abundance of all the facilities pertaining 1o its
role. These included ample storage space for grain, sugar, coffec and spices, commercial
outfits and cheap dwellings to house an increasing population of customs collectors, artisans
and smail traders. Bulaq's golden era started with the gpice trade, continued with commerce in
coffec and only declined afier its fanctions as Cairo's Mediterranean port were relinquished.

strips of land were

inhabitants are participating in a major project 10 upgrade the
area, repairing the infrastruciure, consolidating apartment blocks
damaged by the 1992 eanthquake and painring facades. ..

Had Mobhamed Ali's printing press not been hastily pulled
down 1o make room for a vast car park, wouldn’t the Jow
building with its chimney, where waste paper from the print-
ing works used to bura, have been the ideal site for a vast res-
taurant, or even a musenm? From alley to alley, the waveller
discovers improbable spots: the police station, crowned with a
mess of succulent plants and cact, or the green surroundings
of Bulaq Hospilal 2 small building, painted a surprising dark
red, but looking quite tidy in its small garden... One is indead
tempted lo dream of what could be, and to make of Bulaq
one’s own Ilyria.

Not long ago, the traveller would conclude, there were ro-
Er_of:n;iqglhe;hg{;mwmakcmmfmseﬁﬁof

-rise buildings. but this project was scrapped aced
b;éﬂﬁdcti:;mmbgowmuhgamm revolut{gg.l
visitor briag an ordinary soul, deprived of imag-
ination, on his tour of Bulag, however, the a:cmﬁnl of l.hTﬁ
ality on the ground would be. needless to say, of an entirely
different namure.
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Fine Foods to open new factory

ENG. RASHID Mohamed Rashid, member of the Egyptian-
American Businessmen's Coungil and chairman of Fine Foods,
said that Egypt has an excellemt chance to incroase foodstuff
exports over the fortheoming period. He indicated that Egypt's
agricuttural and natural potentialities now allow the foodstuff in-
dustry to occupy a leading place on the expon front.

In a press conference, Rashid explained how Fine Foods is
opening a new factory 1o produce a new line of tomato sauces
for local consumption and export that will meet all fastes and
accommodate a2l pockets. The project. will provide 250 op-
portunities lor employment.

Hen-farm pay-ol: Erlushm
MRS ER TR moage. e A3 % STy M R gD T
st H

ek gt MY PRLLY |

Egypt’s first product
exhibition in Australia

On 2-5 March 1998, the banquet hali of the Sydney Convention
Center will witness the first Egyptian Exhibition in Australfia, held in
accordance with the prevailing policy in Egypt to make Egyptian
products available worldwide and bring competition 1o the inter-
natioral market,

Among producls and services by the Australian market:

Air conditioners LInion Air

Airlines EgyptAir

Aluminium profilgs EPAL

Software programmes Sakhr

Carpets & rugs MECCA, Rug Art & Rug Gal

Ceramnics and Marble Pharachs Ceramics

Chandeliers Kandil Chandeliers

Chemicals Kima

Clothes Randolina, E-Morshedytex

Electrical Home Appliances GMC

Fire extinguishers Bavaria Egypt

Foodstulfs Al-Safadi. Alhosan, Halwani Bros.

Fumiture Creana, Pheroline, Abdo Fumiture

Granite works El-Zomoroda

Handicrafts Moteg, Shogeir

Investments El-Masreien for Investments

Newspaper Al-Ahram, Al-Akhbar

Skins & leathers E1-Masreia for Skins and Leathers

Tourism Misr Travel

Authorities General Authority for Tourism De-
velopment

Export Development Center

From the aforementioned criteria. we can conclude thal there
are a variely of Egyptian products that create a stable base for
Egyptian industry to rest on, which will in turn aflow Egypt to
emerge as a lorthcoming industrial tiger.

The Egyptian economy

Since faunching the economic reform programme in 1991,
Eqgypt has opened its door wider to foreign trade and energetically
boosted foreign investment.

This program was a significant departure from the graduafist re-
forms of the 1980s. Under it, the archaic Egyptian public sector
would be privatised and investment procedures would be stream-

Over 50,000 visitors as A

IN AN unprecedented tumout, the 6th Al-Ahram Computer
and Information Technology Exhibition (ACITEX} opened on
18 February 1998 at the Catro Intemational Conference Cen-
tre. and lasted for four consecutive days, reflecting the Egyp-
fian public’s enthusiasm in the field of computers and in-
formation technology.

A number of prominent officials were on hand to inaugurate
the exhibition, among them Dr Abdel-Qader Hatim and Mr Ali
Ghoneim, vice chairman of the board and general manager of
Al-Ahram Establishment and general manager of AMAC; Dr
Ahmed Abada Sirhan, head of the conference; Mr Hasan Harm-
di, general manager of A-Ahram's Advertising Department and
supervisor of Pyramids Advertising Agency, Mr Medhat Mon-
sour, general manager of Pyramids Advertising Agency, as welt
as a great number of officials representing various sectors.

The officials toured the pavilions at the exhibition and
were impressed by the diversity of the latest advances
made in computer hardware and software. Exhibiting com-
panies reported than many contracts were signed for prod-
ucts and services, and that all sales quotas were realised.

Coinciding with the opening of the exhibition were ses-
sions for the 6th Adificial Intelligence Conference. 15 ses-

lined.

Egyp! has signed a series of treaties
with a number of countries to encourage
and reciprocate mvestment. The coun-
tries include France, Luxembourg, The

Osama Tabqg

United States, Japan, Switzerdand, the : Board
Netherlands, Thaland and FOMaNia.  Free secort Egrpt

The government has established a
firm policy to create a climate for the pri-
vate sector that promoles investment, economic growth, trade
and prosperity. By virtue of thesa policies, Egypl managed 10 oG-
cupy third place among 23 developing countries in the amount of
foreign investment relative to the national products,

We are expecting that foreign investment in Egypt will reach
USS2 billion in the first half of this year,

In order to build on this success, the govemment has prepared
a social and economic development plan which is aimed at ex-
panding and establishing new industrial and agriculiural com-
munities in Sinal and the New Valley of the Westem Desert. Meet-
ing this target will require an investment of $29.5 billion annually
over the next 20 years, with the private sector expected to be re-
sponsible for 75 per cent of the total.

The govermment’s ptan also aims to increase the rate of growth
of the gross domestic product frorn 4.8 per cent at present to 6.8
per cent by the year 2002.

The gross domestic product will increase from $75.8 billion at
present to $324 billion in the year 2017.

Moreover, the deveiopment rate axceeded & per cent and the
average per capita income Is directly proportional to thal rate.

Egypt nowadays is supporiing 23,000 factories operating in sev-
eral industrial fields to fulfil the demands of the intemal and ex-
ternal markets.

The participating companies:

The companies participating in this exhibition are well-known in
their fields. Egypt has a good reputation for softwara pro-
gramming, carpets. aluminium, ceramics. textile manutacturing,
especiafly high-grade cotton, in addition to the different lypes of
Egyplian clays and the latest technological trends applied in this
industry. Furthermore, handicraits are in great demand on the in-
temnational market.
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26 February - 4 March 1998

Al-Ahram Product Exhibition opens

WEDNESDAY, 25 February saw the opening of the 3rd Al
Ahram Product Exhibition in Dammam, Saudi Arabia. The ax-
hibition. which lasts until 6 March, includes all kinds of Egyptian
products. from industrial products, !oudsndfs_ and clothing o
teather goods and electrical appliances. meating the neads of
Sawds, GuﬁA:absandmembefsnfmeE_gyphane:patnaie
community in the region. The product exh:bnhon also features
representatives from real estate companies. _

The exhibition, considered the most important organised by
Pyramids Advertising Agency. is part of a seres of exhibilions
designed to open new markets for Egyptian products abroad.

CeBIT: The number one
exhibition for electronics
and telecommunications

CEBIT 98 will be held in Hannover, Germany from 19-25
March 1998, CeBIT is considered the number one ex-
hibition in the field of electronics and tele-
communications in the world. Last year's exhibition drew
more than 600,000 visitors from all corners of the globe.
This year's CeBIT will feature more than 7,200 ex-
hibiting companies, 2,764 of which are from outside Ger-
many.

Among the most important areas the exhibition will cov-
er include:

- Information technology

- Network computing

- Computer integrating manufacturing (CIM)

- Software, consulting and services

- intemnet, intranet and extranet technologies

- Office automation

CITEX 98 heralds an unprecedented success
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Dr Abdel-Qader Hatim and Mr. Ali Ghoneimr, vice chairman of the board and general manager of Al-Abram Establishment and gen-

eral manager of AMAC; Dr Ahmed Abada Sirbar, chair of the Artificial Intelligence Conference: Mr Hasap Hamdi, general manager
of Al-Ahram’s Advertising Department and supervisor of Pyramids Advertising Agency: Mir. Medhat Monsour. general manager of

Pyramids Advertising Age

ncy; and Mohamed Youssel Habib. supervisor of ACITEX
Dr Abdel-Qader Hatim and Mr. Ali Ghooeim, vice chairman of the board and general

of Al-Abram Establishment and gen-

eral manager of AMAC; Dr Amr Goneid, head of the computcer scicnce deparhnent at the American University in Cairo; and Dr Ab-
1 A ;al intelti

del-Moneim Bilal, director of the National T:

sions in all were held; 8 of which were held at the Cairo In-
temational Conference Centre, and 7 at the National Tele-
communications Institute.

Anticipating the 7th Al-Ahram Computer and Information
Technology Exhibition, held in conjunction with the 7th In-

$ S00mn authorised
capital

S.A.E.

Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt announces to its
investment account holders that beginning Sunday,
22 February 1998, returns on the Bank’s investment
and commercial activities for the third quarter of
fiscal year 1418AH, ending 28 January 1998, will be

disbursed as follows:

In local currency:

B For investment accounts no less than 2 years old:

2.58 percent
B For investment accounts:

2.08 percent

1.21 percent

The total amount of retumns disbursed until the end of the

third quarter of 1418AH totalled
LE 244 million.

$ 100mn issued and
paid-up capital

Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt -

nications Instilute, during the opening of the Arlificial

Conference

temational Conference on Artificial ntelfigence in February
1998, all exhibiting companies in this year's AGITEX have
already booked space for the exhibition, which will result in
the need to increase available space at the Calro inter
national Conference Centre.

_ NBE participates

_in. the project of Management
& Operation of Petrol Stations

iIN LINE with the National Bank of
Egypts {NBE) role in supporting
small-scale projects and providing new
job opportunities for fresh graduates
with a view to creating a second breed
of young businessmen, the Bank has
decided to implement the project of
Management & Operation of Petrol
Stations, in cooperation with the So-
cial Fund for Development and Oil
Cooperative Company. The Fund will
fumish a lean of LE3 million (in two in-
stalmenits) for NBE to be refinanced
for the target segment, i.e. fresh grad-
uates. The project provides 300 per-
manent jobs and 150 indirect job op-
poriunities by establishing 30-35
small-scale projects in the field of mar-
keting petrol services in all govern-
orates, especially those lacking this
kind of service or expected to com-
prise Iinternational roads, routes to
tourist sites or new urban com-
munities; this is in addition to Canal
and Upper Egypt govemorates.

In coordination with the govern-
orates, the Qil Cooperative Company
will selsct the locations of the stations,
build the necessary facilities and
premises and hire the stations out to
the beneficiaries. The beneficiary may
use the reievant granted loan to cover
the cost of accommodaiing the prem-
ises and purchase oil materials from
the company, according to the area
and type of station. Moreover, the
company will assist the beneficiary in
preparing and equipping the site of
the station.

within the framework of the project,
the Bank will:

— Take appropriate credit decisions

in relation to the projects referred by
the project’s managing committee.

— Shouider credit risks.

— Be represented in the steering
committee of the project.

— Submit periodical follow-up re-
ports on the lean and the performance
of the project to the Fund, and

— Follow up the repayment of the
loan.

The maximum lean for financing the
working capital, equipment or bath
amounts to LESD,000 for the individual
project and LE200.000 for multi-
pariner projects, provided that:

— The project is maximum four-
partner based.

— The project provides at least five
jobs.

— The project is economically vi-
able.

In the case of exceptionally im-
portant projects, the lending ceiling
may be reasonably raised after en-
suring the necessary guarantees, pro-
vided that the Fund's prior approval
be obtained.

In addition, self-financing of the ben-
eficiary in the total investment cost of
the project is estimated at about 10
per cent of the loan, according to the
requirements of the project.

Grace periods and repayment of work-
ing capital loans as wel as loans for fi-
nancing the purchase of equipment are
determined according to the nature of
the project and the required period for
the tumover of capital and the cash fiow.
Any loan will not exceed five years, in-
cluding grace periods, provided that a
soft inlerest of 7 per cent will be paid
during the grace period.

- Bank technology

- Security equipment/ card technology

- Research and technology transfer

More information can be found on the exhibition’s web-
site at hiipz//www.cebit.de.

The German-Arab Chamber of Commerce can assist in
offering discounted air fares and accommodation during
the exhibition. For more information, contact Hassan
Tail at the chamber's trave! office, tel. 3414023,

The chamber, for ils part, will provide special entry
passes to visitors, which include:

1} One-day entry passes to the exhibition.

2) Entry passes for the fult length of the exhibition (7
days).

For more information, contact the German-Arab Cham-
ber of Commerce,

New director
at ELS Language Center Cairo

PAUL SMITH recently joined -ELS Language Center
Cairo as the center director on 16 February. The Center
provides the Cairo community with intensive general
English training and specially training in business and
legal English. :

In the coming months, Paul will focus the center's ac-
tivity on the local business community’s training needs.
Paul ardl his staif look forward to working closely with
their customers to design and deliver modem and ef-
fective training programs which will enhance Egyptian
business’ ability {o compete in the global marketplace.
Paul's background as an intemnational management
consultant, the center’s high quality staff, and modem
muiti-media facility ensures that all training will be rel-
ative to each business’ and individual’s needs. Reg-
istration for the general intensive programs accur within
the first week of each month. Specialty and on-site
courses can be arranged. The center is conveniently lo-
cated in Heliopolis at 5 Aruba Street.

National Bank of Egypt

A weekly update on the NBE Securities
Market Index from 12-19 Febnsary 1998

The NBE Index incraased by 0.26 points 1o registor
33275 points for the week ending 1/2/1998 against
332.49 points for the week ening 12/2/1988.

4 largest increases and decreases:

Company o Company  |omes]
&TEWW +B8.9 Cairo Housing and De- |-9.3
Paint and Chemical in-| o ; prment
gwf’ﬁ-ﬂ’m South Cairo & Glza  {-7.5

+4.1 Fiour Milla
Eastemn Co. e 59
Al i Match Company
Ce:mmréao. +3.7
MIBank -4.3

@ Arab Land Bank @)

Deposits - Credit - Investment

Cairo: | Al-Arish:
22 Abdel-Khalek Tharwat St 23 ufy 5t
Heliopolis: Aswan:
114 Al-Mirghani St. Abtal Al-Tahrir St.
Alexandria; Monsoura:
25 Abdel-Sallam Aref Gomhouriya St.
Ismailia: Zagazig:

i gAazig:
Orabi Square 91 Saad Zagloul St
Mohandessin: Tanta:
Opening soon 75 Al-Geish St,
6th of Ocotber City: Shoroudg:
Under constnction Under construction. /

Headquarters: 78 Gameat Al-Dawal
Al-Arabiya St., Mohandessin

@ Increased services - Easyto
work with - Save time and money

PR
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No maner how far the national football ieam ag-
vances in the African Nations Cap in Burkiua
Faso, it is doubtfisl whether it will encounter a
tougher match than it did against Céte d'Ivoire in
the quarterfinals last Sanday. Although the
game was largely a defensive affair, with: both
teams playing lacklostee football, it did lead 10 &
neil-biting penalty shoot-out. Egypt eveatnally
won — by the skin of its teeth — 5-4. In a game
that wounld determine who wounld play Burkina
Faso.in the semifinals, it seemed that the eniire

Egypiian population held its collective breath as”
Mus were taken one by one. Egypt's’

r Nader El-Sayed managed w0 save the
day by saving one penalty and that was al} that
Hazem imam needed, slotting the final goal
which sealed the victory .for the Pharachs.
Egypt’s players ran onto the piich in ecstasy,
botsting El-Sayed, the man of the hour. Some
suggested that had it not been for the Zamalek
keeper, who has played brilliantly throughout the

tournament, the tcam might have packed up and -
_ gone home early. : : :

Afwer 120 minwes of scoreless fooiball, there
was pothing much to write home about except for
a curling 35-metre effort by Egypt's defender Sa-.
mir Kammona that hit the crossbar late in the sec-
ond half. Kammina was unlucky boi the team

was not. The victory ensured that Egypt would be .

in the semifmals of the conticent’s most pre-

stigious football event for the first fime since

[lh9e86. the last time incidentally- that Egypt won
cup. . : _

Team coach Mshmoud -El-Gohary described
facing Cbte d'Ivoire as being very tough. “But we-
pulled throngh and I hope we meet Moroceo in
the final.™ (That will not be the case: Morocco
went out 1-2 to South Africa). = . - -

According to Dr Farouq-Abdel-Wahab, who has
a doctorate in human performsnces, the team did
a good job considering that some pldyers like Sa-
mir Kammuna and Hossam Hassan were injored.

“But their fighting spirit was the key to victory.™ -

El-Gohary admitted that the team's determination
made up for their glaring lack of physical fitness.”

Dr Abdel-Wahab also said that- Bl-Gohary's

game plan, player substiitions, their timing and
his first-tzam selection wege satisfactory.-
and Imam . were closely

- players who boxed our players in cenu'eﬁeld. Soa

marked by Cote-d'Ivoire  and almost &V

oounts most.

packed defence -1_|_ras the best mlmion." lndecd. a
‘tight defence was nacessary 19 coptain the often-
dangerons Cote”d"Ivoire connter-attacks. But the

result was that Egypt played with just one striker,
Heassan, who was often left alone with up vo three
. defenders marking him. :

" Going imto the mawch, Coie d"Ivoire was the
tournament's highest
_Im its first three games. Bot Egypt had a

of is own Hassan. a survivor flfom the 1990
‘World Cup, made a spectacular comeback in this
toarnament. At 31, Hassan had failed 1o impress

in 1his year’s domestic fixture, and it had besn -

lottger than he would like to remember since the
‘last time he was included in the national team.
But El-Gohary tock a chance, selecting Hassan in
the belief that he still had epough talent and ex-
petience - to make a difference. Many had ob-
Jected, but Hassan came through, scoring bhoth
goals in -the team's firsst game against Mo-
zambique, then followed that up with a hat-trick
as. Bgypt sturmed favoured Zambia 4-0 to become
the first 1eam to advance to the quarterfinals:

Despite such impressive victories, Egypt's per-
formance i the championship in genera.llf:s
‘generated controversy. According te some fans,
it is almost impossible to speculate how the team
will do in. any given mawh According to one
‘fan, “It is really difficult to speculate what our
team will do, rot only from one game to the oth-
ér but even during one game.™ An example of the
.team’s rollercoaster performances is found in
the match against Morocco. Many had hoped the
team ‘would at least draw with Morocco, if not
end up on top of the group ovtright. Others
thought it useless to exert moch effort against
Morocco because e ess of the ourcome,
both teams had ified anyway. However, the
0-1 defeat -by Morocco, followed by the slim
margin of victory over Cote d’Ivoire led some 1o
speculate that the more the team draws closer to
the final, the more El-Gohary will resort- 1o a
mass defence — his favourite tactic — while fo-

- cusing lintle on attack. :

. However, acconding tw some  experts, Ei-

Gohary has alwsys played it safe and this should

be takep in his favour.

- Whatever the tactics employed, they're working
everyone -wookl agres that is what

ing team with 10 goals

This week's four guarterfinal matches sur-

all expectations — but not necessarily
for the high qoality of play on the field. Some
teams, which nobody thought would advance.
did so. while others. which have a strong foot-
ball history and reputation thronghout the con-
tinent, failed miserably.

Ghana. four-time champions, were eliminated
from the preliminary round after losing 0-1 10
underdog Congo. That was a shocker in itself,
but because it was early in the championship,
Ghana's exit might have been considered ex-
ceptional, an aberration. But the surprises just
kepton comm%r

The Congo, for example, stunned everybody.
including itself, with a 1-0 win over Cameroon
whose vannted attackers have belped the team
qualify for four World Cups. Cameroon made
history as the first African team to advance to

" the qoanerfinais of the 1990 World Cup under
the now-retired captain Roger Milla. On the
other hand, Congo’s only soccer success to
speak of has been only one Warld Cup appear-
ance (when the country was called Zaire) and a
1974 African Cup Championship.

T:;ﬁme the mbles were wmed. Cameroon
m several golden opportunities against a
Cougo side weakened by injuries and penalty
cards. But in the end, the only goal of the game
fell to striker Mbuilua Tondeloa who headed a
free kick from Epotele Bazamba imto the net 29
minutes inio the first half. Congo added what
looked Like an insurance goal but was dis-
allowed by the Saudi referee who called a foul
against the goalkeeper. Congo played the final
23 minutes withowt its star central defender,
Esele’ Bakasu, and Mundaba ‘Kisombe. ‘who
were red-carded for second bogkable offences.

and vice-versa

Winners into losers,

Ahli goes awry

AL-MISR] and Arab
Contractors will vie for
Egypt’s football cup when they
meet in the final in Cairo
Stadjum tomorrow. Foar

: missed penalties allowed

Al-Misri to beat bot favourites

Ahfi while the Contractors
scored an impressive 2-1 away
victory in Alexandria agamst
Inthad in the semifinals on
Sunday.

Following a scoreless draw
that went into extra time.
Al-Misti beat Ahli 2-0 on
penalties. This, after Ahli, a
team that includes some of the
most skillful players in the
country, iacredibly missed
four consecutive penalties.
Pon Said fans spent the eatire
night celebrating while their

- players were each awarded a
LE6.000 bonus.

Amazingly, World Cup finalists Tunisia,
Morocco and Cameroon were all ousted
in the quarterfinals of the African Nations
Cup, leaving the reigning champions and
a few underdogs to go the rest of the
way. Nashwa Abdel-Tawab reporis

Although Congo did reach the semifinal
where it will go up againgt Somh Africa, it will
be handicapped by the loss of three players ex-

pelled and a foucth out for injury.

Lightening then struck wwice in this cham-
piocaship, World Cup qualifiers and 1996 Af-
rican Nations Cop silver medatists Tunisia were
upset 7-8 by the home team Burkina Faso in a
penalty shoot-out that broke a thrilling 1-1
overtime draw. The victory touched off wild
celebrations in the caphial. Burkina Faso was an
onderdog going into the tournament. in which it
qualified only because it was the host.

But the giant-Killers opened the scoring with a
45th minute penalty afier Tumisiap goalkeeper
Ali Boumpijel uipped op striker Firmin Sanou.
Kassoun Ouvedraogo stepped up and shot a
scorcher into the roof of the net In the second
half, the hosts were thrown on the defensive by
aggressive Tunisian amackers who, however,
failed to convent several chances on goal,
thanks mainlv to goalkeeper Ibrahima Diarra,
who made several outstanding saves.

Hassan Gabsi finally levelled the game by
slamming the ball ioto the net from close range
in the final minute of play. Afier two extra goal-
less periods, both teams missed two penalties
each in the shoot-out. bot Tunisian captain Sami
Trabelsi side-footed the ball wide of the post for
his country’s third pepalty miss. Tunisia trudged
off the field and out of the competition as thou-
sands of delirious Burkina Faso fans flooded
onto the streets of this normally-sleepy city.

Egypt was the third team to qualify for the
semifinals — but iz did not do so in style. It

__played a pedestrian pame and then used the
post-match penalty shoot-out to beat Chte
d’lvoire, one of the pre-toornament favourites,

5-4. The North African viciory came afier a
languid 120 minotes of football with few scor
ing opportunities and linle in the way of spec-
tacle. Ibrahim Diamonde had his kick saved by
Egyptian goalkeeper Nader El-Sayed, allowing
Hazem Imam to score the all-important pen-
alty. Egypt wiil meet Burkina Faso in the sem-
ifinals, the first time jt has gowen this far since
capturing the trophy 12 years ago. .

The final quarterfinal saw South Africa down
Morocco 2-1. Not for nothing, the march was
billed the clash of the giants. Both are not only
World Cup qualifiers; South Africa is the de-
fending African champions and Morocco is
ranked number coe in Africa by FIFA. The
match lived up to its name: it was thrilling,
wide open, tense and simply fun to waich.

David Nyathi, a left back from Swiss clob
Saint Galien, unleashed the winning goal, a
bullet inside the penalty area with his less dan-
gerous right foot which, nevertheless, left goal-
keeper Abdel-Kader Al-Brazi without a chance,
Benni McCarthy, a 20-year-old striker who was
playing lower division football in Cape Town
less than a year ago before being signed by
Duch piants Ajax, had set the
alight by scoring afier 21 minutes. South Africa

an egpaliser in the 35th mioute wheo
Youssef Chippo rose unopposed at the corner
to steer the ball into the path of Said Chiba,
whose close-range header found the pet.

But the Bafana Bafana (Sooth African boys)
beld on to win, becoming the only World Cup
Affican finalist to book a ticket to the semi-
fmals where they will meet the Congo.

Edited by Inas Mazhar

Official Lebanese support for the 36th IAA Congress in Egypt
Presidents Mubarak and Hrawi sanction the Congress’ convening in Cairo

THE VISIT to Lebanon by

ke a second home.
for them, and they announced during the delaga-
tion's brief visit their support for the 36th [AA Con-
gress to be held in Cairo. e

The Lebanese prass and television stafidns took

an imerest in the visit, and images of the delega- -

tion in meetings and In interviews appeared avery-
where, confimming the success of tha -visit which -
was overseen from the first few minuies by the
Egyptian ambassador to Lebanon Adet Bl-Khoden,
who provided the Egyptian delegation with a greal.
amount of support and assistance. The head of the

jon. who handled the bfficial and dipiomatic

side of the visit, succeeded in forming the dal-
egamsinto_anintegrauatjmﬂtmatsuwesﬁmy
raised the banner of Egypt alot. A
Lebancn followed the delegation dusing Vst
which jasted a mene 48 hours. Although delegation -
members could not rast aven for a second, they suc-.
ceaded in gathering all viewpolnis and apinions, and
even responded to difficult requests, so kaen were
they on making the 36th |AA Congrass, which'con-
venes in Calro for the first time ever in an Arab
ago, and which will include 95 countries, a great -
mﬁkmwﬂﬁem%m:;m

, which Is expacted to mark the 1AA's best con-
glrnegsaler,bulwilalsosa'veasamdﬂlmm

Arab acvertissrs In a civilised way that they maka -

ing with President Efas . o
formation ‘Bassem Al-Sab'a and members of the
Lebanese Joumalists Union, the delegation am-

Prasident Mchamed Hosni Mubaralx and Mrs Su-:

zanne. Mubarak, who will address the final session. - )
; “for all countries of the regich and all Arabs; it is

of the Congress on its-third day. This is' ciear ev-

idenca that the whole.of the nation is hoping for the .
_mdmc«gm,nﬁﬂuhwiﬂ.mﬂtmasma_ Y

ticipata. .
Thers were a number of stops along the way for

the Egyptian delegation in Lebanon, beginning with

" President Elias Hrawi, the first official to receive the

delegation. During the ‘mesting with Hrawi, which
lated less than a haff-howr, Hrawl spoke of the

~ fiendly ties between himsel and President Mu-

barak, and how many times they spoke together of

“'their common love for each others people, and

how refations between Egypt and Lebanon have
not changed with the passage of ime, for they are
strong rmelations distinguished by mutual love.

-" Hrawi also spoke of his support for the organising .

of this Congress in Egypt, the second home for the

- Lebanese. The conversation then tumed to na-
_ional and regional political’ matters, with President

Hrawi giving his views to the delegation in a ciesr,
unambiguous style, and explaining to Hessan
Hamdi in 2 unique way, that the Labanese, in the
imes when they had been persecuted, they had no
other recourse except Egypt, where they founded

" Al-Ahram and Dar A-Hilal. oo

Aftorwards, Hassan Hamdi explained the im-

‘portance of holding the Congress in a country in
" the region, noting that this wili be the first time that

such a congress will be held in an Arab country.
The Lebanese role in achieving this is apparent, as
it was Jon-Clauda Balis, head of the 1AA regional
! in the Middie East and North Africa, and

"Mustafa Asaad, who supporisd Egypts request o

host the canfarenca I Gairo,

‘ meaammhmdmmm

phasisad that the success of the Congress lies with . spoks, explaining the importance of hoiding the

Congress in Cairo, the honour of which doas not
belong to Egypt alona, but rather, i is an honour

also & chanca for Arabs to express their views to
the West and intemational media.

biggest tumout of intemational and. Arab ad- President Hrawi than reminded organisers that
wvertising and media professionals, and in which
‘over 1,500 leading figures in the field will par-

— e Tl el

they should “keep their eyes open™ so that nothing
can evade their deslre to hold reign over the inter-
national media, for it is the media that diclates pol-
icy and not the other way around. Bacause of this,
the Arsb media and advertising lobby much find its
way to the West, and America in paricular, be-
cause the Weslem man-in-the-street’s opinion is
usually different from thet of his government's.

Aftor this visit, the delegation left o the pres-
idenial palace in Baabada, and left President
Hrawi with the Egyptian Ambassador to Lebanon
Adel EHKhoderi, where ths two discussed regiena!
matters which want beyond the scheduled time of
the meeting, and ook place in splie of ihe defega-
tion filling the adiacent hall.

Press coaference held with the delegation in
the presence of Ambassador Adel El-Khoderi

In a prass conlerence, Hagssan Hamdi explained
the purpose of holding 236th LAA Congress in Calro,
which is honoured to have President Hosni Mu-
barak as its patron. Ha also stated sipnificances of
having Mrs Suzanna Mubarak head the third and -
nal session of tha Congress, during which she wiil
anncunca a Naw campaign for children. Attending
the press conference was Melhem Karam, assist-
ant sscretary-genaral of the Arab Joumalists Un-
ion, who pladged his support of the Congress in
Cairo, “the heart of the Arab worid", and who also
announced tha { ebanese print media's support for
the Egyptian side in holding this Congress.

Gala} Zaki, secretary-ganeral 6f the Congress,
said that the spidt domonstrated by the Lebaness
towards Egypt's request to hold the confarence
was a truly noble one. He aiso announced that Mrs
Mubaral’s media campaign for children will be en-
titied "Take the hand of a chitd™

Egyptlan Ambassador Adel El-Khoderi restaded
that the honour of convening the conference did
not beleng to Egypt alone, but rather that the hon-

our and success rested with all Arabs, and at the
forefront, with the Lebaness. He also said that the
blessings of presidents Mubarak and Hrawi is a
guarantee of the Congress’ success.

During the press comference a videolape was
played that showed the sights of Egypt and Cairo,
along with the Egyptian people. In ona scene, the stat-
ue at Abu Simbel appeared to be holding a personal
computer between its hands, showing Egypt to be 2
land of both civilisation and media and advertising.
(alal Zaki amangad to show the video clip, which last-
ed nearly a minute, on Lebanese television.

The press conference, which was the second
stop of the Egyptian delegation, was then followed
by the defegation’s transier to second floor of the
hotel whera the press conferance took place In a
half that received 150 of tha best-known figuras in
advertising and meda in Lebanon. A dinner ban-
quet was served at tha invitetion of Hassan Hamdi
in honour o Bassem Al-Sab'a. Among fhe al-
tendees were Mohamed Baalbaki, head of the
Joumalists Syndicate; Meltham Karam, assistant
secretary-general of the Arab Joumalists Union,; Ib-
rahim Thabit, head of tha IAA's Lebanese chapter;
Mohamed Ebeid, general manager at the Minlstry
of information; Rafig Shaliela, head of the Leb-
anese News Agency: end a large group of Leb-
anese joumnalists and advertising professicnals.

The Lsbansse then requested a “Lebanese
Night" to be held at the Congress, to be performed
by Lebanese aristes. Because this
came as & complete surprise to Hassan Hamdi, he
was unabie o give an immediate answar.

The fourth stop for the Eqyptian delegation was
with members of the 1AA's Middle East regional
chapters, where Hassan Hamdi discussed the Leb-
anese request 10 hold a "Lebanese Night” with Jon-
Clande Bolis, head of the IAA's Middle East re-
gional chapter, and chaimnan of Tele-Liban, and
Antoine Showeirl, cwner of one Lebanon’s larpest
advartising agencias and ana of tha foundars of the

ving the ]

Absscador AdeL E1-Kioderl; M Lebanese Broadcasting Company

Hassan Hamdi, ehajrinan of the {LBC). 1t was agreed that the an-

36th TAA : 3 " nouncement of the Lebanese re-

Committee; Mrs. Lofa - quest would come at the end of the

chairperson of the Congress; and " delegation’s visit.

Mr Galal Zaki The fiith slop for the Egyptian del-

the Congress. On the Lebanese . egation was at a restaurant in the
- president’s left is Mustafa JI . - Ashrafiya district, where it was an-

former head of the IAA, Jon-Claude - nounced that the Lebanese request

Bofis, vicepresident of the IAAaod . 15 have a “Lebanesa Night" on the

first night of the Congress would be
" accepted, and that it would take

place in the Media City in 6th of Oc-

tober City. Antoine Showeiri and Jon-

Claude Bolis, head of Tele-Liban,

and Ibrahim Thabit, head of the IAA’s

Lebanese chapter, announced the

"Lebanesa Night" would be an artistic

gathering that would represent all
parts of Lebanon. After a telephone conversation
betwesn Piema Al-Dahir, chairman of the board of
LBC, and Simone Asmar, one of the biggest variety
programme directors kving in the Middie East, Has-
san Hamdi was told that the “Lebanesa Night”
would include 15 Lebanese vocalists, at the fora-
fromt would be Nawal Al-Raghabi, Wael Kafouri,
and Ragheb Allama, while phone calls were placed
with Magda Al-Roumi, in addition o a large number
of dabbka and dancing troupes. Pieme Al-Dahir
agreed immediately to broadcast the svent on the
Lebanese satellite station live from Egypt around
the world, and was preparing to broadcast the vid-
sotape shown earller at the press conference on
Egyptian civilisation and history.

The agreament of Hassan Hamdi to the request
for a “Lebanese Night” lait a profound impact on at-
tendeas and made the success of the Egyptian
delegation's visit seem destined.

Wednesday evening saw the langest gathering of
media figures at the Egyplian ambassador's res-
idence at Mar Toqla in the Hazamiya district, which
included Minister of information Bassem AkRSab's;
Talal Sulayman, editor-in-chief of A-Saf®, and Rafiq
Shallala, manager of the Lebanese National Ad-
vertising Agency and member of the Lebanese chap-
ter of tha IAA. They were given & regal reception by
Ambassador Adel EHhoderi and his wife, as well as
Commissioner Ahmed Maher, Sherif Ismall, Gamal
El-Deirouti. There was a lively discussion among the
group which showed that the delsgation of the Or-
panising Committea of the 36t intemational Ad-
vertising Association's Congress was indeed the taik
of the town. The ambassador’s residence was then
transformed inlo a batalia Lebanese television sta-
tions recordod interviews with Ambassador E-
Khodari, Hassan Hamdi, Mrs. Lola Zukleame, Galal
Zaki, Zaki Qadil and Ms Dalia Abdel-Fattah,

So, mabrouk! to the Egyplian delegates for rals-
ing the name of Egypt on high and gaining the re-
spact of thosa thay had met
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His life has
been spent
around the
Pyramids:
scaling their
sides, or
speaking of

their splendour ,..ﬁr.ﬁn..

[,

A big argument starts to brew when a
voung guard at the Piramids Plaeau
stops Al-Bata] and asks him for his rick-
et. "Don’t you know who 1 am?”" Hef-
nawi Abdel-Nabi asks indignanty, ~This
is my place: I don’t need anyone’s per-
rmission 10 go in.”

Seventy-three-year-old Hefnawi does
not like most of the changes which have
taken place at the platean. The blue-
capped young men who parrel the area,
the office buildings. the low stone wall...
All these instigate his wrath. He prefers
the days when the plateau was pristine
and he was young. He could climb up
and down the largest pyvramid in eight
minutes flat. *T have always Lived here.
in the house [ inberited from my father
and which he inherited from his,” rem-
inisces Hefnawi. 1oday bent over a walk-
ing stick in his papvrus shop. simated
near the Sphinx.

Hefnawi's idendty and being are in-
éxtricably tied o the great struchures
which loom over his house and shop. As
a young man he started working on ex-
cavation sites — mundane tasks: car-
rving rubble and sand from the great ar-
chaeological digs. During World War II,
he also worked at a British army camp
behind the plateau area. “That is where 1
tearmed some English.™ he explains. This
skill was to come in handy when the Su-
preme Councii for Andquities an-
nounced openings for guides. “Many
people went to the interview. Some were
carpenters. others crafismen: the inter-
viewers would say "Why come to work
as a guide? Go do your job.” L on the
.other hand, had what they wanted. When
they asked me whar I did. I said. ‘I have
known nothing but the Pyramids all my
life.” They gave me the job immedi-
ately."

Hefnawi became responsibie for tak-
ing tourists up and into the Pyramids. At
the time, climbing had not yet been pro-
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hibited and it was customary for guides
10 take their groups up the slanted walls.
The excursion could mke anywhere
from 40 minutes to an hour and a half,
“One day I decided to challenge myself
and do something different,” remembers
Hefnawi with a chuckle. I ook off my
clothes and shoes and started rupning
up. When I came down 1 found that it
bad taken me eight minues.™

The feat changed his life. From then
on, whenever tourisis visited the area,
they would wager that he would not be
able to make it up and back again. Hef-
nawi made a lot of money.

His fame took on wider proportions
when Aneurin Bevin. Brinsh foreign
secretary in the "$0s. came to Cairo. “He
was staying at the Mena House and
ple told him abowt me and he couldn’t
befieve i He came 10 watch me and
gave me 100 sterling pounds when I
succeeded.” The event was covered by
Al-Araen. “Mustafa Amin and other
journalists became my friends.”

He was only dubbed “Al-Batal™ tthe
champion) a bit [aer. It was Egypt's
first president. Mohamed Naguib. no
less who gave him the name. “Alfter the
revolution, Mohamed Naguib came to
wawch me and. when I came down he
patted me on the shoulder and said “well
done... you really are a champion.™
Since then. both Arabic and English ver-
sions of the name have stuck.

Naguib stpulated that Hefnawi re-
ceive LESD per climb. and Hefnawi be-
came a major attraction. featuring on the
tours of many state officials. The Cham-
pion, however. claims he did a fot of
climbing for free. Still, being the hero of
the Pyramids had its allure, and he con-
tinued to pursue what had become a vo-

cation. *1 have been seen by hundreds of -

important officials. There was King
Saoud, who gave me LEL,000 at a time
when that sum of money could buy 10

2280 Abram

cars. Tito also tame, and se did Krush-
chev.” The first gave him a gold cigar-
ette case. the second a gold lighter. All
ﬂ“l:r.sie memorabilia have long since been
sold.

Does the feat deserve all the commo-
tion? According to those who have tried
the climb, it is a difficult 1ask. “The
stones are not of the sume size. nol to
mention that some are over a metre and
a half high.” says Hefpawi's eldest son
*“Today it takes a young man abont half
an hour, and no one can do it like the
Champion.”

Furthermore, this is one task where
coming down is much harder than going
up. "It is easy to fall when you are com-
ing down. because there are sandy spots.
and if you trip, the block behind you
will push vou off because of the angle.”
explains Al-Bawl. He had memorisad a
route. making the feat possible time and
time again.

Even being a champion eventally
becomes tiresome, however. “Abdel-
Masser almost broke my back”™ re-
members Al-Batal. During a summit
hasted by Egvpt, and attended by tens
of guesis. Al-Batal was forced to make
his rip two or three times a day, "It
was too much. [ got very tired and
stopped climbing for a while,” he ad-
mits. Being on call was not always
very pleasant. either. *“The day T got
married. at around four in the after-
noon. Abdel-Nasser sent for me. asking
me to climb for one of his African
guests.” Al-Bagal had no choice: he left
the wedding. “They sent a police truck
for me. I had to go.”

Soon afier, Al-Batal's first son was
born. Hefnawi began o sedously con-
sider giving up his vocation. “After Ab-
del-Rahman was bom, whenever [ start-
ed climbing, [ would see his face in
from of me and my legs would stan to
shake.” He decided to quit. “The year

e
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by Madame Sosostris

¥ Well, I do hope you did not miss out on the mega event of
the season, Demis Roussos's conceris at the Opera. [ was
there last Thursday with rears jn my eyes. The mood was s0
nostalgic I could hardly bear it. All the beautiful people were
there, reminiscing about the "60s and the good old davs.
They had come with their own (eenagers to show them what
heart-throb really means, Of course, Demis conquered the
young generation as he had their parents and had them
dancing on the stage exactly as we had done, well... not so

long ago. Here at Al-Ahram, many must have had u soft spot
foru%im. because I immediately spoited in the hall packed
with the tout Caire, our very own Al-Ahram Weekiv

Al-Ahram’s editor-in-chicf, the dynamic Taymoar
Abdel-Hassib, general manager of Al-Ahratn priniing press
and his charming wife, and of coarse our Sherif Sonbol,
who is the sole photographer of the Opera House. Everyone
was so excited that I was not a bit surprised when Demis
brought the house down with old favourites like For Ever
and Ever and Goodbye My Love Goadbye. After the encore,
which of course was Far Awuzy, I saw droplets shining like
diamonds on the cheeks of many of mv friends.

26 ‘February - 3 March 1965
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was 1973, Climbing had been pro-
hibited, not because of me, but becnuse
other people were ruining the Pyramids.
I decided 1t was too dangerous.™ He also
decided not 1o teach his children how to
follow in his footsteps. "It is dangerous.
Besides. [ wanted other things for my
children — like an education.”

The only time he ever climbed again
was on the anniversary of the revolution,
some time in the “70s. He was iastructed
o carry a torch to the top: this time, it
teok him about half an bour,

His life, however, is still connected to
the area. He worked as a guide for New
Age groups, recejving delegations of 40
to 50 people on a regular basis. “1 was
responsible for geiting their permils so
they could go imto the Pyramids at wight
and worship. I also wok them around.”
Six years ago. he opened Champion Pa-
pyrus and Champion Perfumes, both of
which are ran by his children.

Does he miss the climb? “Tt is as if |
had emjoved a fruit and then ate too
much of it. Besides, I can hardly walk
now.” The climb, as well as the constant
work in the rubble and sand of the pla-
teau, have rendered his legs very weak

He walks with difficulty, leaning heavi-
Iy on a thick walking stick.

Al-Bpatal does miss the old plateau.
though. “The area hss reaily changed for
the worse. Nobody should have been al-
towed to build around it, but they buili a
road and then there were cars and buses.
Al this bas detracted from the grandeur
of such valvable architectural struc-
tures.” He also complatns thay the Sun
Boat Museum has ruined the area, and
wonders why the boats could not have
been placed further out in the deseri,
where they would not cbstruct the view
of one of the sides of the Great Pyramid.

The slum houses of the Nazlet Al-
Simman area, however, do not arouse
his anger. “Before criticising these peo-
ple for living so close to the Pymamids,
ey, According to Al-Baal the orfgina
says. A ing to Al-Baf origin;
inhabijiants of the area were forced to
build close to the Pyramids because of
the annpal floods. “The water would
come within 300 metres of the Sphinx
and we would build dams for three or
four months every year to protect our
houses. That is why we had to be on
high land.™ He remembers rowing back

and forth during the flood monhs to
reach neighbouring areas in Giza. The
topography now, of course, is very dif-
ferent, as the closest remaining canal
was recently filled up by the covern-
orate and a garden has Laken its place.

*You also have 1o take into considéra-
tGon that a house that used to house only
one family now holds six or seven. be-
couse people are so poor. 50 1t is not
their fault if they have no otber place 1o
go.” be adds.

So what was it like in the good old
days? Hefnawi looks off imo the dis-
tance. It was beauziful. with white sand
as far as you could see, serene and
breathtaking.”

In the meantime, the offending guard
tias been asked 10 come and apalogise.
The mediators ask Al-Baial to forgive
the guard. saying he is new to the aren.
and from Upper Egypt as well. “It is afl
right. I will not do anything to harm
you. even though you did not know who
I am,” the Champion condescendingly
remarks before hobbling down the road.
the Pyramids [ooming taf] behind him_

Profile by Fatemah Farag

WHO REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS FOR
THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN - CAIRO

INVITATION FOR
PREQUALIFICATION
OF GENERAL CONTRACTORS

WHO intends to construct its new Regional
Headquarters in Cairo .

The Project is to construct an cffice buiiding
consisting of seven stories, ground floor and
two basements, for car parking and storage,
inciuding an intermational conference hail,
with a total built area of approximately 25 000 m2.
The works shall consist of :

¢ Civil Works : Earth Moving & Excavation,
Construction of piers, isolated footing foun-
dations, a reinforced concrete skeleton struc-
ture consisting of seven floors, a ground
floor and two underground basements .

e Architectural Finishing Works :

include marble facade cladding, marbie floor -
ings, glazed curtain walls, dry wall partitions,
acoustic ceilings .. etc .

¢ Mechanical Works : include a central air

conditioning and ventilation system, plumbing,
fire fighting and elevators .

* Electrical Works : include electrical power
supply; telecommunications, and fire alarm
systems

WHO invites Interested quality general con-
tracting firms having experience with similar
works to express their interest and to with-
draw the prequalification forms from the Con-
sultant at the following addresses as from
Sunday 22 | 2 / 98, against the payment of US$ 500

ECG Engineering Consultants Group S.A

50, ElRais Mostafa ElNahas Street, 6 ™ disiri
Nasr City 11765 Cairg, EGYPT strict,
P.0. Box 1167 Cairo 11511, Egypt

Tel : .+ 20-2-274 47 40 Fax +20-2-274 47 48

5, Mostafa Kamel Street, Smouha, Alexandri
P.O.Box 2350 Smouha, Alexandria 2
Tel : + 20.3-420 74 14 Fax + 20-3-420 12 89

Only ﬁn-ns_wi_th experience in external and in-
ternal finishing of a similar nature and quali-
ty shall he invited to participate in the bid .
The prequalification form and contractors
submissions shall be sent to the above ad-
dresses so as to reach the Consultant no jat-

er than 15 March 1998 .

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)
Regional Office For the Eastern Mediterranean, Egypt
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